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TN Charch : and did accordingly pro-. 
CUSTREE EG | vide a treaſury - and was Joe 
MN fent wherein to ftoreup all, Ft 
SEES. Boſome of his Sonne :] in whom 
we hid,riches ſo unſcarcheable,as cannot be told over, rphec. 3.8, 
much leſſe ſpent to all etermitie; 
He hath as richly ſhed\bis holy Spirit #n #1": that nunias.) 
wee, whocenuld never: have knowne of any thing be. ** 3a I 
Ong vs, nor what to pray for as we ought, might © 
both, fully from him know all that God bath given us, 
andthrough him lay claime thereto, who maketh incer- 
cefſion for us; and ſo doth furniſh us with « privie Key 
Oew Treaſury, which otherwiſe is faſt ſhut up to al | 
v9 h which Spirit of ,and ſapplications 
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Prieſts;by offering'up their prayers,a$;{pirituall ſarrte 
fices acceptable to God, through Iefus Chriſt: bye 
2 of Kings:to rule with God, Hof. 11 .12. Being bereby 
made of Privy Copncell tothe King of kings, ſo s their 
Pſ4l.20.4,5- Councels, ang deſires expreſt i their Petitions, 
areſaid tobe fulfilled;and their decrees n their Pray. 
lob 31.2733. ers made, ratified, andeſtabliſht. Nay further, by wer. 
tne of this priviledge advanced toſuch height of favour, 
Hoſ.12.3,4 4s by their ſtrength 7 prayer alone , to have power 
with God himſelfe; and not onely with him,but alſq 
ovcr him,and 1n their wreſtlings to prevaile: Tea to 
command : Himſelfe hath ſaid it; Thus ſaiththe Lord, 
the holy One of Liracl, and his Maker, A's x » of me, 
of things to.come;'concerting my ſfonnes, and con- 
ceriiing thexvorke of:my;hands. Comm an Þ yee 
Me ,1/ 45. 11.whichfo tranſcendent priviledye of pow- 
er,is likewiſe by theexpreſſe words of this greatCharter, 
univerſally exttnded unto all tranſactions of this lower 
part of bis dominions, whether Eccleſtafticall , which 
ave concerne his ſonnes,that is, his Church : or wha 
ever other, the more ordinary workes ot his hands,that 
appertaine to common providence. 


' Ana for a3 much as theſe grand affaires of this hu 

Mu6,w. KRingdomc,as future, and tO comt,are commended t6 
their prayers, as their moſt proper ſubje&, about which 

they are totreate,Aske of me of things COME: inthu 

reſpert ;they dve become as tri ly 3- Prophets /ſo; though 

not in ſo full and compleatyet in ſome kind of true reſe- 

blanct, not by foretclling, yet &y foreſpeaking in, #hen 
prayers,things that come to pajje,To demonfirateiwhich, 

C2, who made and upholds this world, and all things 
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wil; exacHy diſpenſing unto men,poth rewards 


thy the word of his pomer doth likewiſe ole & governs va 
1t;þy the Prefuaents, and proſeript rules af the wedefbs 
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Pal.z5.18, 


wſhments, according to the tewour of ſame or other jof his 


momiſes and threatnigs, and former like proceedings 


therein recorded : thowghwith ſuch tations liberty, in ; 
reſpec} of the particulars, that his wayes- reweive un. | 


ſcarchable and paſt finding outz'That looke how he ap- 


pinted inthe heavens, thoſe ordinances of thi Sunxe, 
Noone, and Starres; bygheirtiaht 


Heare; and motion; to 


rule the day and night; divide, ov caaſe thet ſeverall” 
(eaſotis. of tbe yeare,and all the changes and alterations 


that doe paſſe over this animall,andgaturall world +1" 


like maner hath he ſtretched out that ſo exceeding broad 


expanſe. of his. word and law, (to which the Pſalmiſt Pl. g 3.45 


dith affimalate it) over this xationall world,of CAngels 


and men, and therein ſet his Statutes, and" bis Tudge- 
ments, that by the light of 'Precepts and their influences 
im rewards and puniſhments, they might order and direct 
theſe his creatures reaſonable,and all their actions; ab 
diſþoſe, and [et out all the iſſues of them, And ſeeing his 
Saints they are a people in whoſe hearts is his Law; 
and their delight i to meditate therein both day. and 
ight,they dailycalculating and obſerving the various 
aſpet,conjuntTigns, and mixt influences of thoſe innu- 
Merable precepts,promiſes,and payrany. + jj 4 
ſelves and wy 2h Nations or Men, ſtand under; and by 


compare 
with Rom,1a 
I8, 


«ludgement thence.reſulting, ſo farre as they have at- Ter. $7. 


tuned endeavouring to frame their ſupplications and pe- 
titions accordingto Gods will: Hence their prayers off 
full happily ſucceed,& aforehand do accord io thoſe iſſues 
49d events that afterwards fall out. That like 45 it ſorme- 


times fals out that the earthcomes tobe] uſt under roſes 


Zeph.z.z, 
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. Writs andexecutions upon 


vfay 37.2,3,4 AY» f0r 688 woyce and ſuffrage ſeemetb 30 import )ts help 


The Epillle Dedicatorie; 
- = mm onmmmonn, 
nd Moone, in ſome of thicir conjunttions; ſo their de. 
ires and prayers, ſometimes in 4 airect line fall under, 
and ({ubordingtely concurre with Gods ſecret purpoſes 
and ſome revealed promiſe met in conjuntiion,to produce 
ſuch and ſucheffetts. The Spirit alſo , herein helping 
_ their infirmities, - metinee ſo guiding \and diretting 
them, by agrations preiuſtini}, though unbeknowne to 
them, 10 pitch their requeſts upon ſach particulars, « 
God hath fully purpoſed to bring to paſſe becomming 
thereby, 8s it were, the Spirit of prophecie unto themye« 
ſpectively, in ſome meaſure and degree. 
T hus doth that great King imploy his neareſt ſer- 
wants as bis under Officers, and Sherifes to ſerve bis 
lis Exemles ; to Execute the 
Indgement written in bx: threatuings. Plalm. 149.9, 
and io accomplith his mercies written alſo;by putting all 
the promiſes in ſuite; to be 45 man-midwives (as Here. 
kiaks alluſron, when hee ſeut a viſiting to the Prophet E. \, 


a 


and aſrft bis promiſes and decrees intheir travellwith 
mercies and deliverance ,when theſetheir Childrendoe 
come unto the birth, and there is no ſtrength to 
bring them forth, 

-- Tn all which they ſhall therefore have the howour to bt 
accounted Co.workers together with God, in his greateſt 
workes of wonder. And at the latter day,when that ered 
and laſt Edition,both of all Gods works,and trkewiſe ours, 
then compleate and finiſhed, ſhall bee publiſhedto all the 
world, they ſhall finde their names put tothem, together 
with bis owne;and the ſame by him acknowledged, to btt 


4 truly the workes of their hearts and ayers, 4s that 
they are the ſole worke of his hands and power, Suck ho- 


nour havcall his Saints; 


The Epiltle Dedicatorit. 
And if all the works of Gov «reſo exceedingegreat, 

2nd his thoughts therezn ſo very deepe, P[al.g2.5.that 

everie Tota of them, doth deſerve our deepeſt fludies,and 
intentions; aud thereunto require 4 proper tkill and wiſe. 

dome, #0xead his hand,peculiar unto the Saints ,uerſ.6, 
whereunto muſt bee adjoyned the moſt. diligent ſearch, 9127.6: 
#14 attentive obſervation to finde ant his. meaning in 

them,and withall a ſpeciall tuclivation,aud delight.co bi 
cmverſant therein, Thy workes are very great, {ought 

out of thoſe that have ;plealureinthem, #ſal.a1 1.2; 

Andif, of all the reſt, #beſechoicer pieces, hos mbnkes. of 

mercy may challenge our beſt regard,\in whiokdits heart 

and delights are moſt; 073 which his wiſedome bath laid M:c.7.1Þ, 

mn the richeſt workmanſbip,io the moſt carious contrive- 

ments of his love : Then ſurety that ſeletted volumne of 

more ſpeciall mercies | His Epiſtles :] - vodchfafed in 

tyſwer to our prayers, is above all other, moſt exaitly to 

tt ludicd, and moſt dilzeently to be peruſed by us.Wher« 

in God doth unboſome himſelfe,and lay open hi heart, 

more ſweetly, more familiarly untous; which are aire- 

Hed,and in @ manner dedicated mare particularly wni0 

r{elves alone; Many of them written with hu owne 

band, in 4 more inmuediate manner diſconered and appea- 

ring in them: and all of them come ſealed with the in. 

preſſe of everlaſting love, and\downe laden with the ex- 

cloſure of the moſt precious tokens of his ſpeciall favour, 

Who ſo is wiſe will obſervethete; things ; and they pc1.107.44; 

ſhall underſtand the loving kindnefſeofthe Lord, 
Neither have fach favours onely more of mereyin the 

things themſelves beitowed, but are further indeared to 

", by being made owr owne mercies,by 4 more pecutiar 

title to thems, by whichthe kindneſſe in them 15 rendred | 

Guble, For therein we have that royal libervievs verome 


ml owne choot ; adramrivas of w 
ord ri 
propos rey 

Jet eateſt liberty: - And We have ner.” 2 
ſecret y rx nel fixing the needle of our defires, th 
the ſame point, wherein bis great intentions towavdr wi 
doe meet with our beſt good : which is indetd the 
liberty. Andte be waule vir ſeFves,whom we loveſs vel, 
and therefore delight to age good wnto,the —_— infra. 
mitnts under him of our own greateſt happines iv a oy 
ledge then w* the creature is nov mdile capuble 
tranſcendent royalt}e;:." did yet when the rad rok 
thus reflified, which poſſibly we can bear our ſetves bath 

opened its mouth wideſt, and firetched our defires in 
praying to their utmoſt compaſſe#hen will Gods infinite © 
vaſt love, hotontly fill ther, -buet Hoe foruwaboye a. 
thar weart-able toatke.ye4totbinkez' excet 
bundantly above al}, «r.far abowe,ax his rhonghts are 
above our thoughts;which 6 ks. tarre ow thanthe hez- 
vetis are higher than the earth; OL 

. AE which, when put together, (3f medlornfdihd )bew 
wonld it provicke ws tocall in all that precious ſtuck of our 
H pax x0 inteations which:we caft away'v81ri- 
fier,to lay ont the. choiſeſt portion of thi in rhis thriong 
itade of fe yg God icons whereof are 
betterthanthe mietchaudiſc-of filver,” and the gaine 
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awne ſouls. And bow infinitely rich muſt that man needs 


hecome, that puts even Gods riches out to uſe, with the 
increaſe of ten Talents for one, yea an hundred 
fold ! 

The due eſtimate whereaf,would no ſe ulthes wu 
« diligent an Wquiry, ty 2 (5 
adventares, the prayers oy 1 hos ph 
they arive at, how,and when ls Paoghn 


they doe returne, 

1n which prtat duty ; and _ wectſſavie propertic of 
al trac pond Yewk: ye many of the beſt and greateſt dea- 
lers,that are diligent enough in praying, are fti found 
fuling and deficient that omi no gainfull apportunitie of 
alventare,: but "are Lage a  anobſtrvant of. their 
returnes.. LI | 

Some throng higntr ance (kt 274) biYihas the is at all 
aduty or of awieſueh impbreance, art careful onely how 
lege im prayeys enondh, not Sr Fopnr 9G of 
this bread caſt upon the waphy" init 13 
generaeerurng of Fhewſebucs a at all the warld, 
fark ing their” _—_ with Hot, we es 

4h. preſent, any of 19611 prayers Toe Come 

atew dayes, laden; yet throagh, wan of wk 
18 reade thoſe Bills of xchange which 0d often wries 
wa ebſcurer charat#er, they lit unreg wr by Te 
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The Bpiſlle-Dediettory: | 


: nd All are negligent of keeping their books of accounts, 


& 


ro caft up their commings in,and goings out the one with 
the other, By whichthey loſe the: chiefeſt portion of cow. 
fart which for the preſent, God hath here allattedns ty 
live upon [the revenues of their prayers. ] CAnd God 
alſo, is not anely robbed of that Cuſtome of hu glory 
which ſhould thence accrew z, but wronged alſo by ſtan. 
ding ſtill as debtor ip their accounts to many preyers, im 
the returne of which he hath beewe Creditor love age, 
I have end{avoured therefore in thu ſmall Treatiſe 
to convince beleevers of the grand importance of this du- 
ty, which is ſa full of gaine : To diſcover likewiſe the 
cauſes of the negled herein,and remove the temptation 
and diſconragements which doe occaſion it; and have 
briefly reſolved ſuch caſes as doe more uſually occurre in 


the prattice of it. But principally, my defore was torgiee 
1m ſome few experiments,and abſervations, which may 
helpe to teach the weaker ſort, though nat perfefily 
reade, yet here and there 10 ſpell, (and eſpecially out of 
the impreſſions is their owne hearts).Gods i. 


wards them in his axfomg I have caſt in fome ſeatterti 
caltulations s ; 


ſome broken prayers aft up which 
they will 4  4m10unt, 4 make general and 


+ les out of, yet may ſerve, as Inflavees and examples, 


or young beginners, to.dirett them inthe exerciſe of this 
miſt Teal kib, and wiſedome, how to computr and ba 


laxice their accounts by comparing their prayers , and 
their returneStogrther. 


This ſmall and imperſelt embroen, bove pre 
to ſend forthimo Me hiding all 


. Preſent its ſervice unto you; and make an beneurable and 
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thepkfall mention of your Name, Your worth defer 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. © 


ſcription. Your owne abilities of learning eloquence, and . 
depth of wiſdome in humane affaires, would you be per. 
ſwaded to lay thers ont, as you are able , «would erett' 
ſuch aremembrance and ſunptuons memoriall of you, 
when you are gathered to your fathers, as mould beare 
ſome proportion 19 your great worth. But that which em- 
buldned me was the neare affinity which meditations of 
thi nature doe hold, with thoſe other your more retired 
theughts you thinketo none but God and your owne 
ſoule, You have beene long a frequent and conflant dea- 
ler in this bleſſed way of emtgg courſe with God inprivate: 
Thoſe that know you, know your ſtrict obſervance of 
thiſe exchange houres you have devoted to mectewith 
God,and enjoy communion with Him, But above all, it 
"4 that perſonall obligation, nnder which agreat and 
ſpecial favour from you long ſince brought mee, upon 
which I devoted (with my fee) the firft of my labours 
onto = ervice. And it became one great reliefe unto * 
wy thoughts weighing the manic inconveniences of ap- 
tearing thus in publique, that it gaveſs full eccafion te 
jy my vowes thus openly before all the worldwhich ha- 
ving now done, God that is rich in mercytoall that 
call upon him, fi& you with af Grace , and gram all 


Jour petitions; fo prayes 
Your Worſhips obliged 


to loveand ſeryeyov, 
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HAP. 1, The maine Obſervation : That God: people are diligently 
to obſerve the agua 4 their prayers « + . Pag.3, 
The linfulnefle of the negle&t hereof tant by ſeven reaſons 


| 3 
1 Re4/, An ordingnee of God taken'in vaine 
2 Rea/, Gods attributes taken in vaine. ; 
3 Rea. God in anſwering made to fpeake in vaine 6 
4 Rea} God provoked not to anſwer 8 
5 Reaſ, We (hall not returne thankes 5 
6 Rea/, We (hall loſe much experience 9 
1. Of Gods faithfulnefle 9 
2. Of aur awae wayes towards him ibid, 
- 7 Rea/, We ſhall loſe much comfore ia 
CHAP.3. Three Caſes : The firſt concerning prayers for ſmch promiſds 
4 may be accompliſhed itt ages to come | 12 
1 Se8. Such prayers the Cihnches crintdorkerape I; 
2SeF, Yet weat preſent may have an anſwer about them 14 
3 Seft, In heaven, and at the laſt day we hall rejoyce for their accom- ? 
pliſhmenc | I5 


CHAP.g. Second (aſe :'Concerning prayers made for others of our 
friends ,c5-6, How anſwered 16 


-x Se, Such prayers oft granted 16 
2 Set?, Yet _ nc GO very thing prayed for 17 
rs omuſes but indefinice | | : p 
a temporall miſes are 

Our faith towards them 5: "of tobe aſlurance 19 
_ | VnlefleGodgive a ſpeciall fai 1 . 

3 Se&. Such prayers returned into ourowneboſomes .. ky 
458, God in the endealts ſome out ofourprayers' ©— JF 


'$ Se, Thoſe prayers anſwered in ſome others 
wn uy oe pe TT oY PETS 
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Tns TABLE. 

LE = er—m— | ” _ _ — F-0 
C HAP. 4 Third Caſe : How the influence of our owne prayers, when 
ethers pray alſo for the ſame thing. with usgwaybe diſcerned. "26 

x Se, If our hearts are affeted with the fame bot} affeRion 


" Vabcknowne eachtoorher "0 
a Seb. Bygome {peciall endeavour ; as, F 

1 Some notable circumitance 4} 

2 By joy in theaccompliſhrhent 29 


3 By chanktulneſle for the accomplithment 20 
3 Sett, This leſſe tobee doubted when rhething prayed for by W 
doth concerne our owne particular 110 4 to 


CHAP, 5 Common direttions helpfull in all caſes, and prayers \ thken 
rt from obſervations from Betore and In praymg | 31 
i Se, BEFORE; when God prepares the heart 31 
Difference berweene Satans motions to prayer, and Gods +22 
2 Set+.] Nprayer : Gods ſpeaking in prayer are evidences of heating: 

and diſcerned by 4 things A. V'gg 

1 Giving a quietneſle by prayer about the thing prayed for-' 34 

3 Se, 2 By revealing his love, in and upon fuck petitions ' -© 36 

A caution herein us 87 

Reaſons why God drawes nigh when hee grants not the thing 38 
4 Sect. 43 God ſometimes gwes a particular aflurance | *- 1 

A Caution herein * ' 2% (8 

51Seft, 4 By giving a reftlefle wportunity to- pray fee pukiibe 
mer | 42 
CHAP. 6 Obſervations made upon the diſpoftions of the heart A F- 
TER prayer : Until theIS $ U E of the thing prayed for * | 43 

I Sett, When God gives an obedient dependant heart 143. 

2 Sev. When God gives an heart wazring for and expectingit 44 
CHAP. 7 Obſervations made AFT E er Vpon che JSSFE; 

frſt If accompliſht : whether as the fralt er,or of common yrie 
Vidence | 45 

1: Sect, God ſometimes anſwers the prayern the very thing and mane 
ner deſired *1-F. 46 

er 


2 Sect, Directions todiſcerne that things thus obtained are 1n anfw 


to prayers | £111 48 
A: more! than urdinaty 


1 From the manner of Gods performance. 
hand diſcovered inrhings accompliſtt by prayer," inftacdd 15 
| ol Dons Tas molght; FO GR 


Tas Tazte 


= Ty brogiog iro paſſe through dificultics Ws, Ls "BJ; | 
- * *2 By facilitating all meanes | 50 
| ; EffeRing it ſuddenly 50 , 


* 4 With additionot other mercies above what was deſired 51 
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; Se, 2 Fromthe T ime wherein it 1s accompliſhe 52 
As when we were molt in{tant jp prayer | . F3 
2 In the fitteſt time for us, Then, | 54 

1 When we haye melt need | 54 


a Whenthe heart wasbett preparedeorecave 1t 55 
4 Se, ; From the proportion which may bee obſerved berwnxt Gods 
dealings in the accompliſhment, and our prayers 57 
CHAP. 8 Seven obſervations more, from the Ettedts, which the aocom- 


pliſhment of the mercy hath upon the heart 59 
1 Se, If 1tdraw the heart nearer to God ib1d. 
2 Set, Enlargeth the heart with thankfulneſle 60 


2 Set, Encourageth the heart the more topray for other chings 6r 
4 Se, If it makes mare caxetull to pertorme the yowes made to ob= 


taine 1t 6r 
5 Sef. If by faith a man ſees and acknowledgeth Gods fole hand wn 
the accompliſhment 63 


6 Seft, By an aſſurance which comes lometimes with themercy” 64 _ 
7 Set, By the event : Things obtained by prayer prove ſtable mercies 


CHAP. 9g, Conſiderations, to quiet us, and to belpe to diſcerne an ac- 


ceptation of the prayer, when the thing is Not liſh © 66, 
I Sef?, The thing nor alwayes granted, when yet Seprayer is heard « 


An objeQtian anſwered 07 
2 Set, no bleſſings not abſolutely promiſed, nor abſolutely to _ 

*__ prayedfor | Gods 
In which a deniall is tobe enterpreted as beſt for us in Gods P_ 


ment = 
2 Se, There may be a reſervation in the denial), for ſome great _ 


4 $8. There may be a tranſmutation into ſome other bleſſing of - 


_ fame kinde 
5 88. God when be denies, yet anſwereth to the ground of one 
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CHAP.10. Application : ex reproofe of thens that pray,but looky ue 


Trs TaBLe. | 

Ws . i 
—. And yeelds farre init, togive latisfaRion to his child * , 

9 Set, We may know, that theprayer notwithſtanding is- ac 

by the effe&ts upon the heart, which are 4. ot 


1 If we acknowledge God righteous 1n the deniall | "474 
2 If God fils the heart with contentment in the deniall 


2 If the heart be thankfull our of faich - 
4 If not diſcouraged, but prayes till | * 


after the Returnes of their prayers : T he cauſes of this negleA: are 

Y eenvaturtins ; 1 From carb aflurance that our In 6 are _ 
ted 78 

«3 From the weakneſle of our prayers : three anſwers to it 79 
3 From not obtaining what we formerly prayed for, at{wered-by 


4. things, $2 

2 More ſinfull dif ementsyas, 8; 
1 From llothtulneſle in praying | $2 

2 Looking at prayer as a duty onely, and not as a meanes to obtaine 
$; 

3 Falling into ſinne after prayers - $6 


$ixe Obſervations more out of the Text. | 
I 0O6ſer. That God doth ſometimes not ſpeake peace to his owne peo- 


ple : +13 
_ - 2 O6/exr, Thecauſe thereof ſorge folly. | 93 
. ©g Obſer, Godonely can {peake peace - ! 96 


4 Obſer. God ealily can give peace 9 
5 Obſer, God wil certainly Tpeake to his people CS Py : 
6 Obfer, After peace {poken his people hould returne no more to folly 
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141. 
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PRAYERS: 


PsALMer 8. 8. 


I'mill beare what God the Lord will ſpeaks: for He will Bake 
peace unto His people,and to His Saints ; but let then not 
turne againe to ol. | . 


The Coherenceof theword: : 


and as a Prayer for their return out of 

ba the Babylonifh Captivity, and the ha» 

ving in againe of that ancient glory, peace,admint» 

_ Fration of melee yiverter God's Ord —_ 
| B plea 


The Returne of Prayers; 


- — — 
plenty and increaſe, which formerly they enjoyed, 
but had now ſuffered anebbe of ſeventy yeerscor- 
tinuance in that Captivity. And firſt he beginneth 
with Prayer, from the firſt verſe to this we havein 
hand, putting the Lord in mind of, and urging Him 
with His gratious dealings in former times unto 
His Church : this is not the firſt time, faith He, that 
the Church hath beene in Captivity,and tharthou 
haſtretnrned it as out of Agype, &c. and therefore 
we hope that thou wilt doo againe ; Thou haſt been 


favourable unto thy; Land, $£ce His Prayer bein 
finiſhed, and he having ſpoke, heenow 5h 
liſtens,as youuſeto do when youexpeRan- Edtho, 
what Eccho he ſhould have, what anſwer would 
be returned from Heaven, whither his Prayer had 
already come. 1 will beare what the Lord willſeate, 
& Or as {ome readeit,1 hearewhat the Lord doth beake: 
for ſometimes there is a preſent Eccho, a ſpeedy 
anſwer returned ro 4 mans heart,evenerethe Prayes 
1s halfe finiſhed, as unto. Daniel, Dan. 9. 20,21» 
And inbriefe itis this, The Lord will peake peace u1- 
to His people:he finds this anſwer writ at the bottom 
of the petition, but with this clauſe of admonition 
for rimeto come, added ; But let them not returne 


ane to folly: 'a good uſe to be made of ſo gracious 
an anſwer, 


% 


Cu an 
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The maine obſervation and ſubjef? of this diſcourſe 
thence declared : That God's people are diilgently to 
obſerve the anſwers to Prayers : The reaſons, © 


Heſe words being eſpecially ſpoken in rela- 
| tion to G © Þ returning anſwer to his Pray- 
| er made, therefore in that relationI meane 
ptincipally to handle them. 

The point is this ; That when 4 man hath put up 
Prayers to God, heisto reſt aſ[ared, that God will in 
mercy an{wer his Prayers,and to liften diligently, and 
obſerve bow his Prayers are anſwered : both are heere 
to be obſerved. X 
l will liſten to heare what He will ſpeak, that is, how 
| Hee will accompliſh them ; and withall hee confi. 
dently expreſſeth an aſſurance, that God will peake 
peace ;thus doth the Church, Mic.7.7,8. 1 wilt looke 
tothe Lord, my God will heare me : She was both {ure 
of gracious audience with Him : my God will heare 
me : and ſhee will waitetill hee doth it, and ob- 
ſerve how he doth itz 1 will looke tothe Lord, ver.9. 
1 will beare the indignation of the Lord, till hee plead 
my cauſe, So Habakkuk,he having made a Prayer 
apainſt the Tyranny of Nebuchadnezzar, inthe firſt 
| Chapter, having ended it, hee begins the ſecond uh 

Chapter thus ; 1 wilt fand «pen my watch-rower, aud |"... 5 

ſee what he will auſwer me,and in the endan anſwer herof demaa- 

comes wer. 2. and thus ashee waited for a Viſion pris oo 
J (for ſometime their prophecics ware inanſwer to 


B42 prayers) — | 


_ 
4 


= 
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Herevy an Or- 
td1ance of God 
1S taken in 
vane : which 
is Gods Name, 


prayers) ſo ſhould wee for an anſwer, 


Amt. 


I 


1 Reaſon, becauſe otherwiſe you take an Ordi. 


Reaſon 1. nance of God in vainein yourhearts, which isto 
take Gods Name(with whom inthat Ordinance yoy 
deale) inwaine : for itis a ftgneyouthinke your 


prayer not an cffecuall meanesto attaine the end, 
and ſay ſecretly in your harts, as they in 106 21.15, 
What profit have we, if wepray to him; for if wee uſe 


any mcanes, and expe&not the end, itis a ligne we 


thinke the- meanes' vaine to accompliſh that end, 
whereas there isnever a fairhtull prayer, but is or- 
daincd of God to be a meanes to obtaine what wee 
defire and pray for, and is not-put up in vaine, but 
ſhall have an anſwer, 11 10h. 5. 14. 15. This s thecon- 


fidence that we have in Him, that if' we aske any thins 


according to His will He heareth ws,tis true God hear- 
ethan enemy ,but to heare with fawvour,is the hearing 
there meant {ouſedin our ordinary ſpeech, as wee 
lay of afavourite that he hath the Kings eare, and 
ſoifa man be obſtinate ro.a mans counſell,we ſay hee 
would wot heare, though hegivethe hearing) ſo here 
to heare 151word of gratious inclination to-dothe 
thing required,and thusGodscares are faid tobe 0- 
pen to your prayers,ſo ir followes,that if he heereth 
"ts, a v9 weaske, wee know that wee have the pe» 
154405 that we deſired of Him. Aſſoone as we have 
prayed, we are ſaidto have our petitions, that is, they 
arethen granted, and we may be confident they aiC 
allented untoby God,althoughin regard of outward 


diſpenſation the- command fot accompliſhment 1s: 
not yet come forth, even as a petitioner is ſaid to! 
have his ſuite when the word of the King us go 
forth,thatic ſhall be done though it paſſeth __ 


-R a g—=_Y PP” __— — — —— _ g—_ 
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ſcale or bee ſigned a good while atter, and like m 


when a wicked man finneth, afloone as the a is 
committed, ſo foone doth ſentence from God goe 
forth againſt the finner, but the Execution over. 
takes him not (it may be). a good whileafter,accor- 


__——— 


Cuarl, 


ding to t!1.1t « f Salomon, ſentence againſt an evill deer Ecieſ. 7. 11; 


S an fn execnted, it 15 preſently ſentenced,as the 
words imply, but 'not executed; fo in like manner 
falleth it outina godly mans prayers, that as ſoone 
asthe prayer arrives in Heaven (whichis in an in- 
ſtant) ſo ſoone is the petition granted, (.So Day. 9. 
& the beginning of his prayer the Command came 
forth ver. 23. though the Angell who brought the 
anſwer,atrived notat him till rowards the endinthe 
Evening,ver.21.)but the reallaccompliſhmentof x 

deferred. So as no prayer in reſpe of an anſwer 

toitiSin vaine ; but where God hath givena heare 

tofpeake, Hee hath an eare ro heare; which not to- 
regard istotake arordinance in vaine, which is Gods: 
name. 


And ſecondly,not fimply Gods name,asinan Or-" Reaſon 2; 


* 
. 


: , - .- Wee take the 
dinance made known, but alſo His name,thart is, His Aeneih 


Attributes are taken in vaine, for it is aſigne you Godinmaine. * 


thinke of that God you pray to,that cither hs ears is 
heavy, that he cannot heare, or His hayd ſhortned, that" 
He cannot (ave,or His heart ſtreightned,and His bowels 
reſtrained, that Hewill not,and thusalſo you rob him 
and deſpoile hinvof one of his moſt royall Titles, 


whereby He ftiles Himſelfe,a God that heareth pray- Z/al.65 26." 


ers, and is ſo regardfull of them, tharia the fiſt of 
Kings 8.59. they are ſaid to bc nigh the Lord day 
and night, they are all before him, and heſers them 
ibis view, aswedoc{cteers of friends which wee” 
a. 6. od ſticke 


G6 


NEEII—— 


oo 


P/al.12.3.2. 


an{wer wee 
make Him 


Caruae. 1 


Reaſon 3. 1 
If God pive an pps 


(peak in vaine. yet if you mindit 


op gg 


ſticke in our windowes, that we may remember tg 
* anſwerthem, or lay them nor out of our boſomes, 
that we might not forget them; ſo the petitions of 
His people, paſſe not ont of His fight,til He ſends an 
anſwer, whichis called ſpeaking here, God ſpeaking 
2s well in His workes as in His word. Bur you 
hereby make an Idoll God .of Him, fachas were 
the vanities of the heathen, as if Hee had eaves and 
heard nat ,eyes and (awe not your need,8c. Sucha God 
as Elias mockt, you muſt ſpeake alond, he may bee ina 
journey, &c. Sucha God doe you makethe God of 
Heaven, and earth to bee, whil' it youput no more 
confidence in Him or make no more reckoning of 
your prayers to Him thenthe hrathens did of their 
ſacrifica to their Gods, Petitioners doenot onely 
put up: their requeſts, but uſe to waite ar great 
mens dores and enquire and liſten whar anſwer is 
given to them, and it is part of an howesr to 
great men that we doe ſo: and for that endalloare 
wee to wait ow God, to ſhew His greatzeſſeand our 
aritance from Him and dependance upon Him ; as 
the eyes of the ſervants looke to the hand of their Ma- 
Fers, ſodoe we, ſaith David, on thee, till thos haſt 
mercy ons, And Pſal. 130, after he had prayed 
verſe 2. He ſayes,he waited mere then they that watch 
for the morning, like thoſe that having ſome great 
bulinesto do, long for theday light,and look often 
outto ſpy the day, ſo he for a glimmering & dawt- 
of an anſwer, asalſo Pfal. 5. 3. Inthe Morning 

I dire# my prayer to thee: aud looke: that is, fv 4 
«nſwer : Againe, if Goddoth give you anan{wer, | 
not, youlet God ſpeake to youlh - 
youdoc not liftento: whar-He anſwers3'if 

'* ; ewg 


vaine, if 


- 
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two mea walke together,and the one when himſelf 


hath ſaid, and ſpoke whathe would, liſtensnot, but 
isregardleſle of what the other anſwers, he exceed- 
ingly flights the man ; As non reſpondere pro convitio 
eſf,not toanſwer againeis contempt, ſo zen atiende- 
re,not toattend to what onelayes. Now our ſpeak- 
inzto G 0 Þ by prayers, and his ſpeaking to us by 
ax[wers thereunto,is one great part of our walking 
1th God,to ſtudy out His dealings with us,to com- 
pare our prayers and His anſwers, which are as 
Dialogues berweene us and Him, Itis ſaid of $4- 
muels prophecy : that not a word of it fell tothe ground; 
and ſo it may be ſaid of our prayers;and ſoit ought 
to bee of Gods anſwers, not aword ſhould fall tothe 
fv, as it doth, if you by your obſervation, and 
iſtning to it catch it not,- apprehend and obſerveit 
not,(as Benhadads {ervants did Ahabs words ;)and 
by the ſame realonthat you ateto obſcrvetheful- 
filling of Gods promiſes, youare of your prayers al- 
ſo; now, 1 King. 8. 56.it is {aid,vot one word failed 
of al he promiſed.Salomon hadobſervedthis by.a par- 
ticular ſyrvay and regiſter taken of all that God had 
[poken and done for them,and foundirt 1o,and there 
isthe like reaſon of anſwers to prayers, for prayers 
are but putting promiſes into ſutte,and therefore Salo 
on brings thoſe words in thereto this very pur- 
pole, to confirmetheir faiths in this,that no prayers 
made (which was his ſcope in that ſpeech,) would 
faile being grounded on a promile, to encourage 0- 
thers and His owne heart, and therefore verſe 59. 
he inferres upon it 3 Let my words be __ &C» 
Seeing thou alwayes thus performelt thy good 


worduntothy peoples Ba Yea 


x Sam, 3.14, 
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Curr Tl, 4 Yea,you will provokethe Lord not to anſwer at 
* ** all, he will farbeare to anſwer, becauſe ic will bein 
Reaſon 4. vyaine, When a man 1s talking ro one that liſtens 
—_— >* not to him, he will ceaſe to anſwer, and leave off 
roanler at all. ſpeaking zand ſo doth God. Sothat which the Apo. 
=+ le ſaith of faith, that iris wot enowgh to beleeve, but 
when you have beleeved, you have needof patienceto 
eke out faith, that you may inberit the promiſes, may 
be alſo ſaid, and ſo itisin praying: it is not enough 
to pray ; but after you have prayed, you have need 
to liſten for an anſwer, that you may receive yout 
prayers, God will not grant them elſe. As he ſaid, 
the Sermon was not yet done, when yer the Preacher 
had done ; becaule it is not done, till practiſed ; 
ſo our prayers are not heard, when yet made, 
bur you muſt waite for and attend the accompliſh- 
_ 5- ment. 5. If youobſervenot his anſwers, how ſhall 
remne thanks You bleſſe God, and thanke him for hearing your 
to God for hea» Prayers © Ie al.116. 1,2. 1 love the Lord, becauſe het 
42 nf hath heard my voice, and my ſupplication, andthere- 
fore hegoes on tothank him. You are ts watch unto 
prayer with thanksgivine : and therefore, as to 
watch to obſerve, and recolleR your owne watts 
which you areto pray for, that you may have mat- 
ter of ; requeſts to pur up ;'ſo Gods anſwers 
for matter of thankſgiving;and many fill that com- 
mon place head full of marter, to furniſh them for 
* petitioning ; but as for the other of thankſgivigg, 
they watch not unto, nor ſtudy matter for that 
kead alſo; and if any ſtudy will furniſh you this 
way, itisthe ſtudying out of Gods anſwers to your 
Prayers. The reaſon you pray ſo much, and give 
thankes ſo lictle is, that you obſerve not = an- 
| wers- 


Col. 4. 2. 
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ſwers : you doe.not ſtudy them. Forasthe A 
tle ſayes, ithat'if owe prayes in 41 unkrowne to 


—_ 


m— 


news, Cnav 


how ſhall the people [\ @), Amen, and give thankes with ; (1 TY 


underſtanding. So it we underſtand not Gods an- 
fivers, and compare not our prayers with them, 
how ſhall we givethankes * When wehave put up 
a faithfull prayer, God is made our debtor by pro- 
miſe, and weare torake notice ofhis paiment ; and 
give him an acknowledgement of the receipt of it, 
he looſeth of his gloryelſe. 

6. As God looſeth, ſo youalſothe experience 


which youmightget by it. 1. Bothexperience of 


God and his fairhtulnefle, which will cauſe in you, 


hopeand confidence in God another time,when you Of God: faith 
have found him againe and againe, anſwering your *l«ic cow, 


prayers.It was a ſpeech of one eminent in holinefle, 
upon occafion of the accompliſhment of a great re- 
queſt made to God by him, That Ge having never 
denied him any requeſt, 1 have tried God often, now 
I will truſt him if the hearing the prayers of ano- 
ther, will encourage others to goe to God, as Pal. 
33-5. For this cauſe ſhall every one that us goaly pray 
wnto thee; much more when we obſerve and have 
experience rhat our owne are heard-: therefore 
(ſayes David) Pſal. 116.1, 2. The Lord hath heard 
ze, 4nd 1 will call upon him as long as 1live : asit he 
had ſaid, Now God hath heard me, I know whn- 
ther to goe: this experiment it Thad no more, is 
enough to encourage me for ever to pray tO God; 
Lhave learned tocall upon him whileſt I live. And 


allo 2. by obſerving Gods anſwers to your.Pray- of our ownd 
ers, you will gaine much inſight into your OWN" hearts & wayes 


Reaſon 6, 


We loſe much 
experience, 


I 


kearts, and waycs, and prayers; and may thereby trorards Wig 


learne 


\ 


b 
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7 learnchowto Iudge ofthem.. So ?ſal. 66.18,rg; 

Cn42.b >,vids aluratice thathe did nor regard iniquity in 
his heart , was-ſtrengthned by: Gods hearing his 
prayers; forthus he reaſons, 1f Iregardiniquity in 
my heart, God will not heare me, but God hath veard 
ee. For if God doth not grant _ petitions, it 
will put you to ſtudy a reaſon of that his dealing: 
and {o come to ſearch into yourprayers, and the 
carriage of your hearts therein, to {ee whether you 
did not pray amiſſe; Te luſt and hae not, becauſe yet 
aske amiſſe, Iames 4..3. As if you ſend to a friend 
and receive no an[wer,you will begin to thinkthere 
is ſomething inir. And fo alſo here. When aPe- 
titionis denied, you will be jealous of your elves, 
and inquiſitive : and fo by: the ſearch come to 
fee that in your prayers which you will learne 
to mend the next time, Or if they- bee an- 
{wered,yet becauſe that uſually God deales ina pro- 
portion with youto your prayers,as you might Pete 
ccive at you would obſerve his dealings with you ; 
you would come to have much inſight into Goa 
acceptation, and opinion of your wayes : For you 
lhould ſee His dealings with you, and-yours with 
Him, to beparallell and correſpondent, and hold 
proportion each with other. So Pſal.18.6. In my 
a;ſtreſſe I called upon the Lord, and fo Verſe 7,8; &c- 
he goes onto de{cribe his deliverance : and thenat 
29, 21, verſes, &c, he addes his obſervation upon 
it, According to the cleanneſſe of my hands hath hte 
aealt with me, &rc, For with the pure thou ſhalt ſhow 

Reaſon 5, thy ſelfe pare. 


Vee ſhall 1 y . 
Og _ You will loſe much of your comfort : there 15 


= wean jopthay ply, or 
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ſce ſoules converted by us, 1obn 16,24, Arke and Ciz ar 


10u ſhall receive, that your joy may be full : the receis 
ving anſwers makes joy to-abound and overfiow; 

Yea, cven when we pray for others tf our prayers 

bee anſwered for them, our joyes are excee+ 

ding great ;5 much more when in our-.owne bes 

halte: and therein eveninthe ſmalleſtthings which 

a Chriſtian doth enjoy doth his comfort exceed 
anothers, that he hath then by vertue of prayers 

and promiſes : he knowes how he came by them, 
If ſtolne waters bee ſweet, And bread eaten in ſecret, ,, _. 
Oc. as Salomon (ayes, to wicked men, beg'd meat is : 
much more ſweete to godly men: yea, in praying for 

outward mercies there is more ſweetneſſe thanthey 

havein <njoying them. Abs it is joy to a good heart 

toſee any one converted, but much'moreto him 

thatis the meanes of it. 1 have no greater joy(fayes ; nbn4; 
S. lohn) then that my children walkeintrath : ſo.to 
ſee God doe good to his Church, and heareothers 
prayers, is comfort, but .much moreto ſec him 
doe it at a mans owne prayers. Therefore when 
God reſtores comfort to a drooping ſoule;heis (aid, 
Eſay 57. Toreflore comfort alſs to-vis monrners, that 
is, to thoſe that prayed & mourned for him,as well 
25 unto that ſouleit ſclfezit being acomfort torhem 
to ſee their prayers anſwered. Comfort it is ma- 
ny wayes: 5, To heare from God;as toheare from 
afriend, though it bebur two or three words, and 
that although abour a ſmall matter, if there beat 
the bottome this ſubſcription, 'Towr loving Fa- 
ther, or, Tour aſſured friend ; it ſatisfics aboundant- 
ly : ſoalſo;*;, Toknow th4t-God is mindefull of 


u5,acceptsour works, fulfils his promiſes: '?. ”—_ 


xa! 


w 


15 


doth ir rejoyce one to finde one of his mindein 2 
CuarcIL _ riroverſic : but thar God and we ſhouldbe of one 
minde, and concurreinthe defire ofthe ſamethingy, 
not two inthe earth oxely agree; but God whoisin 
heaven and we to agree,this-rejoycerh the heart ex- 
ceedingly. Andthus it is when a man perceiyes 
his prayer anſwered. Therefore you loſe much of 
your comfort in bleſſings, when you doe not ob- 
{ſerve anſwers to your prayers. 


The Retirrne of Prayers: 


Mat 15.19. 


ECELLLELLLL $ © LLESELLLLLY 


Cuap. 2. 


Three caſes propounded : The firſt concerning prayers 
_ for FA Chwtch, and for the accompliſhment of (uch 


promiſes as may fall ont inazes to come : 
N2” concerning rules and helpes to finde out 
'Y Gods meaning towards you in-your prayers; 
and to ſpic. out anſwers; and how to know when 
Ged doth any thing in anſwer ro your prayers : this 
1sthe next thing tobe handled: firſt I will anſwer 
fome caſes and queries which may fall out in ſeve- 
rall ſorts of prayers,abourt the anſwering ofthem: 
x As firſt, concerning prayers put up tor the 
Church for the accompliſhment of {uch things 2s 
fall our in ages tocome. _ + | 


:2 Concerning prayers made for othersof your 
triends, kindred, &c. 


_ ,3 Concerning prayers for your ſelycs or others; 
whercin others joyne with you. WOEy. | 


For 


The RAimnbef Prifers: 


.. For the firſt. Firſt}, there may beſome pray- 
ers. which your muſt: be content, never your: 
ſelves to ſee anſwered ir thisworld;:'theaccoms' 


R 


Cauay; {I 


The full ans 


pliſhment ofrhem nor falling out in your time;ſuchiger co (ch 
25are happily thoſe. you make, forthe calling! of prayers is:0 


the lewes,the utter downefall of G ads enemies,the 
fourilhing of the Goſpell,the full purity and iber- 
ty of Gods Ordinances, the particularflouriſhing 
1nd good 'of the: ſociety: and place thoulliveſt in : 
all. you whoſe hearts are right, doe treaſure up 

many ſuch prayers as theſe-zand ſowe much of ſucly 
precious ſeed, which you muſt be content to have 
the Church (ir may be) in after Agesto reape;;all. 
which prayers are not. yet loſt, butwillhaveat« 
ſwers ; for as God is an eternal God, and Chrifts! 
rihreouſneſſe, of eternal efficacy, Dan.9.24.'Br- 
ing offered up by the eternal ſpirit, Heb:9:14.: Soate 

prayers;which are the worke of thecternall'Spirir' 
of Chriſt made to that Godin his name; andin him 
are eternally, accepted, and-of ctennall-foree, and 
therefore maytake place in afrer ages.Sdv.the pray-' 
er that S. Stephen made for his. patſecutors; rooke--- 
place in Se Paxlwyhan SY Stephey was dead: .So Das : 
vids prayer againſt Iwdar, 2ſl.r09i8;/9.t0okt eb 
t:R. above 2 thouſand yeeres after, as appeares;' 


come, 


Ads 1.50, Sothe prayers-of the Church forthree - 


hundred yeeres in. the Primitivetimes,*That Xn 


might .conve ts the knowledge of the truthyandithey. .; ">, + 


leade peaceable and quiet lives in all godline(ſe and he- - 
eſt, which S. Paw in Neero's time exhoned unto, . 
1 74m.2.2. were not anſwered-and accompliſhed -:- 
till Conſlawine rime, when the Church brought 
artha ! 


# RO . , hore 


The Rettirne of Prayers: 


c _—— horted to, and given dire@ionsto faſting and pray. 
Sar. er ina right manner, he acjoyneth this promiſe: 
Thou ſhalt be called Thereparrer of the breach, and 

. the foundation of many generations ; namely for this, 
that his faſting and prayers might have influence 
into many ages yet to-come, in the accompliſh- 
ment '6f what was prayed fors And that which 
Ghriſt {ayes of the Apoſtles, reaping the fruit of 
S.lohm the Baptiſts miniſtery; and the ſeed he had 
ſowne, isin like manner herein verificd. 1ohn 4.37, 

One ſoweth and another reapeth ;amdiin this ſenſe, that 

. » whichthe Papiſts ſay is true, that there 1s a com- 
mon treaſury of the Church, not of their merits, 
but of their prayers - there are bortels of teares a fil- 
ling,F3als a fitting ro be powred our for the deftru- 
Qion of Gods enemies: what a colleRion of pray- 
&rshath there beene theſe many ages towards it © 
and that may be: onereaſon'why God will doe ſuch 
great things rowards the end of the world; even 
biecauſe there harh beene ſo great a Rock of pray- 
crs going, {o many ages, which is now returned : 
anttherem it fals out to us in our prayers, as inthe 
prophecies 'to the Prophtts of old, The Spirit in them 
cid pymifie rhe ſufferings of Chiriſt, andthe glory that 
Pond follow. r Pet.r.11. Fnto whom it was reves- 

5s "Oy that not unto themſelves, but wnto us they did mi- 
hae ney 102? mifler"che things: that are wow yevealed * ſos it inthe 
a preſent , in Pit of prayer, which is inſtead of the [ſpirit of pro- 
elluranco bor phecy + for wee Pray through the guidance of the 


come topaſie, [Pirit (whoreacheth ue what to a5ke) for many things 
and of the ne t follow in after ages. ; ! 
cept ation 0 Dady at preſent in prayer, it may bethou haſt 


our prayers for _ 
«hem,  -  Fevealed umo thee by a ſecret imprefſion made fas 
k. v 


— 


- GS | pn— 
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] 


The Refine oft | Hers, | LY 


h hy ſpi t, thartheſrhing halleomet et aſle, pale ang 
rl a com 


evidence, that even for thy prayers, we ue oug 
God will performe them: and that the contribu. 
tion of thy prayers, helpesto make upthe ſumme: 
and upon ſuch'prayers, God uſiratly for the preſerit 
alſo teſtifies the acceptation of thp perſdnzand re- 
veales himſelfe moſt to thee that thou art his ; as 
he did to'Moſes 3 he never revealed his love to 

ſe: more, thanwhen he prayed molt for Ts 
ple. Foxthen Colofferedeo madke'a Nationof ; 
and happily thou'haft rhat as one'of thy beſt evi- 
dences, «hy mural was that thou canſt pray for 

the Churches good; though for. a lang" timietd 

come, ' which thou' may ye not behold wihthine 

eyes, as Daidaid; \edrvioeceas tft £149 £091 

i. And when they are accompliſhed; andthouin .., - 
heaven, thy joy will ſurely bethe more full» a$/at Andin Heavers 
the converſion of thoſe thouhalt prayed for, fot !< bal rejores 
the rule of the Churches menmies,,&K0o. whom pliſhmene of _ 
tho didſt-pray againſt ; For if there" bee; joy 


E 
zZ & 


jm them. and at 


betven at -the-comverfuas of "4 fitntr}/ a at” the 5 427 of 
_ of a tiew' Prince and wrt plea heh 

appily in a proportion hee- rejoycetnors, 
wr Br vo had moſt hand in itunes ſpecial 
intereſt init. And ſo as thy other workes, = 
prayers follow thee, and thefrit of them, as levem t 
[peakes : and however Fer at TICS: bod N= " 
thou ſhalt rejoyce, aswell as they | W__— 


fruit of thy prayers in their-rimes , thou 
ſowne the Jo! of their hm grrink "h bet 
ſowes, and hevhat reapes ſhall then el 

Chriltfayes;tvby 4:36" $013 7; 15v9 8 eter 
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The ſecond caſe, concerning prayers made for athers: - 
Of onr friends, &c. How anſwered? | 


2 (Ox is,concerning anſwers to our prayers for 
others, as for particularmen , and triends, 
and kindred, &c. and temporall bleſfings, 
. Pray for others Pray for others you know we muſt : ſothe El- 
-v*  dersofthe Churchfor thoſe thatare fick.dawmes 5. 
15,16. Pray one for another,ſaies $. lames, as incale 
a.man is troubled with a luſt, tell fome-private 
friend of it, Confeſſe your ſunnes. one ta anether; and 
whe thy prayers arenot ſtrong enough to caſt it out 
-may,by the help of his prayers joyncd w'®.thine, 
That yee may bee healed, verſe 16, Forſolunder- 
Rand healing,in Y.16.So allo 1 Toby 5.16.1f ama 
ſee his brother fin a fin,wbich @ not #nto death, that 
is not againſt the Holy Ghoſt, he ſhall aske life for 
Bs and God (hall give-him life that fans not unto 


_ Concerning this caſe I oive theſe conlidera- 
tions, | 
a $f ork. Cpolideration, wo Prayers God 'ofen hes! 
ef Gg 3593 Way elle are any ſuch promiles made, as? at 
—tnymaturnf} ©" all be healedintheir bodies, lames 315. Healed 
* of their luſts,.16. Converted to life.1 Tob.5 .16.60d 

hath madetheſero encourage us to pray,and to te- 
| Rifie his aboundant loye'to- us thar,ic ſo over- 
Lowes aid runs over ; that he will heare noaotor- 
$; nally de SITES y 
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timares concerning Abrahem,to Abimelech, Gen, 20, 
7, Heis a Prophet, and he ſhall pray for thee, and thes 
ſhalt live c.and as bhtwas a. Prophet; lowe are Priefts; 
asfor our ſelvesz:{o for othersalfo, to God avr Fa 
ther ; and ut is a prerogativewebave through the 
fellowſhip we have, and. communion of Chriſts 
Prieſtly of fice, who hath made us Kings and Frieſts, to "6: 
prevaile atid-intercedeforothers ; and it is4 ſpeci- 

all token and pledge of hisextraordinary ſpecial 

love. For it God heares a mansprayers for others, 

much more for himſelfe in his owne behalfe. So 

when he heald the man fick of the palſte, it was as 

tis ſaid, For thefaith of the fanders by, Matth. 9:25 

He ſeeing their faith, ſaid, Thy fins are forgiven thee ; 

the meaning is, not as if for their faich ſake hefor- 
= that man his ſinnes, for The ju## doe liveby Hab. 1.4; 


4 


1599, 15.35, So David for his encmics, Pſalwre fy; PIE 
«12, | 1 206M 

"Foric isin this, as jc isinthe uſcof other meanes The Reaſon, 

and ordinances for the goodof others ; God making 

ſuch like kinde-of promiſes ro their prayers herein, 

8 he hath madeto ourendeavourstocanvert 

wepreach'to men : that lovke as wepteach toma- 


9,andyerbur few belceve, _ Wiohabbelawel 
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Rem, 19. 16, 


Such promiſes deed Nl : 
to. heare us fo-Cept. the- prayers is generall and univerſal], yet the 
others being 


bur indefinite 


act. univexlall, 


% 


aur aud o—7r as are ordained is eternal life, 
wobecom all to all,ans winxe but ſame : So wee ptay 
for many,notknowing who mcordained to etethal 
life, which whileſt weknow not, we are yettopray 
forthem. 1'73m;'2-3: 4+ Onely as where: G'o » 
hath ſct-His. Ordinance'of Preaching; itisniore 
then a probable figne he hath ſome toconvert;and 
uſually the word — thoughoften 
buta few : So when He hath ſtirred-up our heans to 
pray for others, itisa figne G'o' v''will heare us, 
for fome of thoſe we pray for; yet ſo.as we may be 
denyed, for- God doth require it as a duty onour 
parts, it beingalſoan outward meanes ordained by 
God, by which ſomerimes Hee uſcth to bring to 
paſlethat we pray-for, bur' yet not fuch a certaine 
infallible meanes, as heehath: ryed: himſelfe uni. 
verſally unto, to«bring .the thing to paſle on-his 
Part. 


' Andthough indeed his promiſe to.-heareand ac- 


promiſe to heare.it by granting the very thing it 
{elfe prayed for, is but an indefinite promiſe, ſuch a 
promiſe as he makesto other meanes of.doidg men 
good, as to.ouradmonitions and-reproofes,andto 
our preaching &c. Hee makes ſuch praniſeriecas* 
ſometimes hee doth heare and convert by them: fot 
inftance that promiſe. 1am.5. 15. of healing the ficts, 
cannot beimuverſall, ſeeing, by-that meanes it might 
then bee ſuppoſed as a truth that ſicke men-might 
never dye, whenas itis appointed for all inen once to 
aze.: ſcing ir may be ſuppoſed that the elders may 
at all ſuch times of danger of death ſtill cone and 
Ray -withthenu but the meaning is,..thatiit berg 
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2 Ordinance which G o p hath madea gratigus 


ores the ſtcke attheir praicrs;therfore uponevery: 
ſuch particular 'otcaſton weare oach/ipin Gen 
forit, by an aRt of recumbency,though withana&t 
of full aſſurance that we ſhall obtaine it,we cannot; 
the promiſe being not univerſal but indefinite; 

Ofthclikenatureareallotherpromiſcsof things Muſreed by 

temporall and qutward; (of which we nowfpeake) of at promics 
25 when God promiſethto give long hfeto them of things tem- 
that honowy their parents, riches pry Feat to them ©: 
that feare Him, the tenour and purport of which 


promiſes are not;aSif abſolutely infallibly and uni- - \Z 


verfally,Goddothalwayesperforme theſe tothoſe © . ** ? 
that are yet truely qualified with the conditions  - - 
ſpecified in thoſepromiſes. FI E 
- The contrary both Scripture! inſtances and 
common experience ſhewes, they axe therefore in- 
definitely'meant and ſo tobe underſtood by us; for, 
becauſe G 0» hath: purpoſed. in his outward dil. 
penſarion 'of things herern this world, to beſtowe 
riches and honours upon ſome' that feare him 
(though notupon all, for how then ſhould«l/ things 
fall alike toall ? Poverty and contempt upon them 
that feare God,: even as well'as thoſerhat feare Him 
wr.) hath thereforeindefinitely expreſſed Hisgra» The Full 
tious diſpenſation herein: requiring anſwerably 2N ccquired co beg 
at of faith (which principle inus is ſuited to pro- bur an indekiy 
miſe,asa facultie is to its proper objeR) ſuitableto ",.,c7 ne 
that his meanivg in the promiſe ; That as beinteny of aſſwance, 
"y ny in ſuch promiſes Es — 

verlall obligation-of himſclfe, to the performance 

of them ol that” eſe ; lorhe WER_ES 


LO 
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mile unto, becauſe he often performes it and re- Cu A eel[Y; 
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=" which a man is to put forchtoward this protmiſ; 
Cxall;. cheapplicarion ofir, for a mans owne clas, 

is notrequired ro beanabfolure, infallibleperſyra. 

fion,and aſlujance that God will beſtowe theſe our: 

ward things upon him, having theſe qualifications 

in him ; but that which is requiredis an indefniry 

at(asI may fo call it) of recembracy andſubmifinn, 

caſting and adveruring'our ſelves upon him fot the 
performance of itto us, not knowing but he may in 

his outward diſpenſations make it good tous, yet 

with. ſabmiffionto His good pleaſare, if otherwiſe 

Though of af- | Tt 15 true indeed thatthat a&tof Il affent 
ann 3 6. Which faith is to giverothis promiſe inthe general 
neral,yer not in abſtrat truthof it, 1s tobee an aſſured certaine per- 
moe application ſwaſion and beleefe, thar God hath-madethepro- 
; miſe,andthat He will certainely,and doth performe 

it unto ſome according to His purpoſe expreſſed 

thercin, becauſe He hath promiſed ſo to dg: which 

aQ of generall aſſent,is that heleeving wrhoutwa- 

vering, namely of the trith of the promiſe ingene- 

rall which Saint Temes calls for in prayer. 1am. 1.6. 

yetthar ſpeciall a of application (as Divines call 

«) required inthis faith whereby 1 am to reſt upon, 

it formy ownepatticular;dorh not requiteſuch an 

© undoubtcd perfwaſion to bee put forth towards 1f, 
as,tothinkethat I ſhall cerrainely havethis particu 

lar promife in kinde fulfilled to mee; for the truth, 


+, Purpole;and'intent of the promiſe, is not univerſall, 


- buvindefinite. [So asitis but ani way be (as God 
ellewhere expreſſeth ſuch promiſesas Zeph.2. 1,3) 


Thatit ſhall be performed to mee, and yer becauſe 
mill perforine it umo me, therefor 


i way be Gog 


'The Returne of Prayers. 
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HTS 
my dury 4s ro caſt my (elfe upon G o », and pur 
in for 1:, with ſubmiſſion co His good pleaſure for 
the performance of it to me : So thatlo farre as the 
truch and intent of it, is revealed to bee infallible 
and certaine,1o farre a man is bound to have an ans 
ſwerable act of faith,of certaine andinfallible per- 
ſwaſion towards ir, as to beleeve without wavering 
that God hath made ſuch a promiſe, and wil per- 
forme it according to His intent in making it, 
which is ##ts ſore\; but yer becauſethe tenour of ir, 
is bur indefinire,and in that reſpe&t, whether it ſhall 

beperformed to me or no, is not therein certainely 

revealed , Therefore God requires not. of mein 

the application of ſuch a promiſe an abſolute full 

perſwaſion that Hee will performe it to mee in 

ſuch or ſuch a manner, &'c. Bur onely an act of de- 
pendance and adherence with reference to his wiſe 

andrighteous good pleaſure towards me, 


_— 
——_ 


Cuar, [I, 


Tis true indeedif God ſhould at any timegiveay,,,,.. 
man{uch a ſpeciall mo concerning any ſuch par.  mherwad, 
c 


ticular temporall b 


ling for himſelfeoran other, 8s * ſpeciall 


410, TOcn 


that then he is bound to believe it for his owne par- ,cc ace to bee 


ticular : ee pave POWEer to any One to aſſured the 
3 as when Hee gave p y R— 


worke miracles (asto His Apoſiles'Hzedid with a {> 


Commiſſion to worke them.) Then they were 
bound to believe that ſuch and ſuch a miracle 
ſhouldinftallibly bee wrought by them, as thar the 
Divels ſhould be caſt out by them, &#c. Andther- 


forcinthis caſe Ce 1 $ 7 rebukes His Diſciples 


for not believing this upon ſuch particular occafi- 


ons. Marth. 17.20. andthenit is alſotrue, that if 


God give ſuch a fairs, Hee will infallibly per- 


forme it: and ſo His words are to bee underſtood. 


22 
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An objeRion 
prevented. 


38. 3, 
Such prayers 
for others of - 
wn returned 
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Matth. 27. 22. Whatſoever yee aske in faith be- 
lieving, yee ſhall receive, he {peakes it of the faith of 
miracles for 21. ver. he had (ſaid, if yee beleeve and 
doabt not, yee ſhall ſay to this Mountaine, remoove into 
the Sea, andit ſhall be remooved: {othat, when God 
workes ſuch a faith, and wearecalled toir, weare 
bound to believe with a certaine perſwaſion that 
ſuch a thing will be done, and ir ſhall bee done; bur 
unto ſuch a kinde of ſpeciall faithintemporall pro- 
miſes for our ſelves or others, God doth not now 
alwaiescall us; if indeed atany time we did believe 
and doubted not, by reaſon of a ſpeciall faith 
wrought by G o », that G o » wouldremove 
2 mountaine into the Sea, or beſtow any outward 
mercy, it ſhould bee done; for hee that ſtirred up 
ijuch a faith, would accompliſh thething ; but yet 
it 15not that, which God requires of beleevers, that 
they ſhould without doubting thus beleeve con- 
cerning outward things ; the promiſes thereof 
being nor univerſall but indefinite, therefore an- 
{werably a man is not abſolutely bound to beleeve 
that God will certainely beſtow ſuch a temporal! 
blefling on him, no not though hee ſhould havethe 
qualification, . which the promiſe is made unto, 
the promiſe being not univerſall, made to all ſo 
qualified, but indefinite to ſome of ſuch mo 
fied. Only ifat any time God ſhould worke ch 2 
faithina man, (which israre,) then he might and 
ought to belecve, it ſhould bee done according to 
Hisfairh, and the caſe istheſame of belecving pro- 
miſes madeto our praying for others, which isthe 


boſe, Shin inhand, 


- 3 Whea the prayers are thus made out of col 
{© 8 ſcience 
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ſcience of our duty; for ſuch-whom yet God doth 
not intend that mercy unto, then they are returned 
zpaine to our advantage , into our owne boſomes : 
even as S. Pant ſayth, that his rejoicing that others 
preached , though they loſt their labour, ſhould 
turne to his ſalvation. Phil. 1. 20. So prayers for 0- 
thers, though tothe parties themſelves we praycd 
for, they prove in vaine, yet they turneto our ſal- 
vation. So Fſal. 35.12,13. When his enemies were 
ſc, David, he prayed and humbled himſelfe, and my 
prayers (ſaics he) retarned into my boſome : D avid did 
by this his prayer inſecret for his enemies, teſtific 
the ſinceritic of his heart to God, and his true for- 
-iveneſle of them ( fort is the uſuall diſpoſition of 
Gods children, topray for chem rhat arethe grea- 
teſt enemies tothem ) and this praier though it did 
not profit them, yer it turned to Davids own good, 
itcame backe, and home againe tohim, with bleſ- 
fingsto himſelfe, God delighting in, and rewarding 
ſuch a diſpofirion in his child , as much as any 0- 
ther z becauſe therein we reſemble Chri# ſo truly, 
and ſhew thar God is our Father, and our f(elyes to 
tave his bowels in us ; and God ſtirreth vp this 
praying diſpofirion in his children for their ene- 
mics, not alwayes that he meanes to hearethem 
for them, but becauſe he meanestodraw forth,and 
ſo lnve an occafion to reward thoſe holy diſpoſi- 
tions, which arethe nobleſt parts of his image 
them,and wherewith he is ſo much delighted and 
fo their prayers returne into their owne boſome, 
anditis taken, as if they had prayed for themſelves 
aitharwhile, Thus in like manner, when Moſes 
prayed ſo earneſtly for the people of /ſrael, God. 
| " C 4 offeree 
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Cuan.ttl offered to returne his prayer into his own boſome, 
HAP31- 2nd doc as much for himalone, as he had defired 
Exed.3:.10, that God would doe for them. 1 will make of thees 
great Nation({ayes Gedto him) for wh6 1 will doe 

as much for thy ſake, as thou haſt prayed Lſhould - 

doe for theſe, As inpreaching the. Goſpell, Chrif 

told the Diſciples, Thar if in any houſe they came 

to preach peace uato, there werenot a Sax of peace, 

Luks 10, on whom the meſſage might rake place, 

and their peace reſt, Towr peace ((ayes he) ſhalye- 

true unto you 424int, SO Is it, if your prayers take 

not place. 

Se&t.4. . 4 If we have praied long forthoſe whom Cod 
God _ - 1ntends not mercy unto,he will in the endcaſtthem 
ae en our OUt Of OUT prayers and hearts, and take ourhearts 
prayers he in- off from praying forthem, That which hedidby 
tencs yott® 2 revelation. fromheavento ſome Prophets of old, 
heare us for. © 
"4 as to Samuel and Ieremiah ; the ſame hedoth by a 

more undiſcerned worke ; that is, by withdrawing 
aſſiſtance to pray for ſuch; by withdrawing the 
ſpirit of ſupplication from aman, for ſome men, 
andin ſome buſineſſes: Now thus he did with S«- 
mutt, Why doefſt thou mourne for Saul ? 1 Sam. 1611. 
The Realon.' So with Jeremiah, 1er.7.16, Pray not for this people: 
and this he doth, becauſe hee is loth wherr his 
people doe pray but to heare them : and would 
not that ſuch precious breath as that of praycris, 
ſhould be without irs full and dire&fuccefle,; or be 
in yaine: therefore when he meanes not to heare, 
he layes the key of prayer outof the way, ſodeli- = 
rous 1$ heto give anſwers to every prayer. Itfals 
out 1n this caſe of praying for another,as in repro- 
 Yganaher. One whom God intends not good 
| unto, 
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unto, Ged will lock upa mans heatt towatdsſucha 
man,that he ſhall not beableto reprove him;when 
towards another God :doth inlarg itas much,where 
heintends good; thus it is ſometimes in praying for: 
another; {o asin praying a man ſhall not be able to 
pray for, nor reprove a matz, though his heart. bet 
doe both : bur it fareth with him as God threatnech 
concerning Zxekie! towards the people, that hee 
makes his tongue cleave tothe roofe of bis month. 

5 God will heare thoſe prayers for, andan{wer 
them in ſome- others, in whom. wee ſhall have as 
much comfort, as in thoſewepraied for: and ſo it 


ofcen proves and fals- out : God, to ſhew he lookes we prayed not 


nt as man lookes, nor chooſeth as he chooſeth, lets 
our hearts beſet on worke to pray for the converfi- 
on or good of one he intends not mercy to; and 
then anſwers them.in ſome other, whom God thakes 
as-deere unto us :- when God had caſt of Sav/, ſtill 
Samuels heart lingred: after him, and he mourned 
for him : but God at the ſame time, when he bids 
him ceaſe mourning for Saxl, 1 Sam. 16. to ſhew 
that.yet he accepted that his mourning as it came 
from him z Goe ({ayes he) aud anoint one of the Sons 
of leſſe, 1 Sam.16.1. Samuel-defired to ſeea good 
ſucceſſor in that government, and he having beenc 
their ruler, it was his fpeciall care ; and he having 
anointed Sawl; that he:ſhould prove ſo wicked, 'ex- 
ceedingly grieved him; and God ſaw andanfwe- 
redthe ground of his defires;and thereforeimmedi- 
ately upon his prayers, ſent him to anoint the beſt 
King that ever was upon that Throne; who was 


the iſue and Man-childe'of his prayers. | And 
againe, when Suywvel came to angint one oi 
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prayers in ſome 


Exehk. 3- 26, 
Set 


et. 5. 
Cod lometimes + 
anſwers thoſe 


others W 


for. 
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| Sons of eſe, when he ſaw Elsab, verſ. 6. Sare/ 
Cites Vs (ayes he) 8 Lords anointed i before me. If Sama 
had beene to chooſe, he would have choſen him, 
and would have prayed for and deſired him : but 
God ſeeth not as man ſeeth, verſ. 7. and chooſeth net 
45 m4x coooſeth : but in David was his prayer fully 
heard, and anſwered, and that better. So CAbrg. 
ham he had prayed for Iſhmael , 0h let Iſhmael live 
in thy fight, Gen.17, but God gavehim 1ſa«c inſtead 
of him. So perhaps thou prayeſt for one childe 
morethan for another, out of thy naturall affeRi- 
on, looking on bs countenance and (tature; as Sam- 
el did on Ekab's: butyect thy prayers being {tncere 
inthe ground of them, in that thoudelireſt a childe 
of Promiſe, God therefore anſwers thee,though in 
another, for whom yet haply , thy heart was not 
2 fo much ſtirred 3; who yer when he is converted, 
proves tothee as great a comfort; and it is 25 much 
as if that other thou didſt moſt pray for, had beene 
wrought upon. = 


—_— 
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The third cafe, about ſuch prayers wherein others joynt 
with.#s : How therein to diſcerne the influence of 
+ OBr O86 prayers. 


HE third Caſe to be confidered is, when a 
= man, Fe for. ſomething with others, or 
which others likewife pray for with himsſo as heis 
not alone in ir; how then ſhould he know, thathis 
"4 Prayers have a handin obtaining it,as wel astheits? 


G« For. 


A «+ 


Ys "F y. IE 
( 07 -Fraver. 


For inſuch caſes Satan is apt to objeR, thoughthe 
thing is granted indeed ; yer not for thy prayers, 
but for the praycrs of thoſe others joyned in it 
with thee. 

1 Ifthy heart did ſympathize and accord in the 
lame holy affeRions wich thoſe othersin praying, ,, *8: * 
thenzt is certaine thy yoice hath .helpt to carryit ; ata” 
If two agree on earth ({ayes Chriſt) Mat.1$.19. the in praying =. 
word IS eupuriovar, WHICH is as much asif hce had bly aſe iong 
ſaid, if they harmonially agree to play the-ſame wherewitho- 
tune : (for prayers are mufick in Gods.cares, and CY 
ſo called Melody to God, Eph.5.19.) It is not ſimply ——_ 
their agreeing in the thing praied for, but in the af- 
tetions:for it is the affeRions that maketheconſort 
and the melody ;- now if the ſame holy affeRions 
weretouche andſtruck by Gods ſpirit inthy heart, 
that in theirs, then thou doeſt helpe to make up the 
conſort ; and without thee it would have beene im- 
perfet z yea, without thee the thing might not 
have beene done; for Ged ſtands ſometimes upon 
{uch a number of yoices, and one voice caſts it ; as 
when he named ten perſons in Sydomme: when there- 
fore the ſame holy motives and affeRion aRed 
thee in thy prayer, which did them in thears, it 
it was the worke of theſame ſpirit, both inthem 
and thee, and God hath heard it. OT NES 

2 If God did ſtizze up the ſame ſecret joſtiactin POT 1 
thee,ſoas thy heart did ſympathize with anothers, is unbeknowne 
in praying far ſuch athing unbeknowne oneto ano- cac>c0 ouker. 
ther,as ſometimes it fals ou 3 then ſurely+hy pray- 
ers are in it) as well as theins-.; You ſhall obler 
ſometimes a generall inſtin! ofthe Spatiry pur in- 


to Gods peoples hearts, generally. to. pray for of 


againlt 


Cua 1V. 
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a8amſta thing, without each others ſtirring up ond 
another: even as Ezekiel by the River Chebar pro- 
phecied the ſame things 1eremiah did at home at 
leruſalem, Thus againſt che time that Chriſt the 
Meſiiah came in the fleſh, there was a great expe. 
. Rationraiſed upin the hearts of the godly people, 
to looke and pray for him, Luke 2.27. and 38, 


SeR 2, 

» large Freck- 2 God doth uſually and often-evidence to a 
all evidence: a man, that his prayers contributed , and went 
firſ},ſomerimes 


among the reſt towards the obtaining of it ; as, 

1 By ſome circumſtance: as for example:ſome- 
times by ordering 'it{o, thatthac man rhat prayed 
moſt for a thing of concerninent, ſhould havethe 
firſt newes of it when ir comes to be accompliſht : 
which God doth, as knowing it will be moſt wel- 
come newes to him-3 God doth hcrein as we doe 
with a friend, who we know is cordial in,and wiſh- 
eth wellcoa bufineſſe; he ſends him the firſt word 
of it, who prayed moſt about it, Good old 8:me- 
0 had ſurely beene carneft infeeking the Lord, as 
wel as the reſt in Hierwſalem, toſend rheMeſicb 
into the world, to reſtore and raiſe up the ruines of 
1ſrael : for God did reveale to him, that he ſhould 
ſee him before he died ; and to evidence to him his 
relpe& to his prayers, God carried the good old 
man into the Temple, juſt at the time” whe? the 


.. Childe was broughr into the Tewple, for to bee 


preſented tothe Lord, Luke1.27.28.And inlike man- 
ner good Anna, who had ſerved God with faſting 
«nd prayer; night and dey, God ordereth it alfo, that 
ſhemulſt alſo come inatthe ſameinſtant, Luke 3: 


| 35, By ſome ſuch like pectliar circumſtance of 


«ther, 'Gad doth often. uſe to witneſle to. _ 
"ag | cart; 


CSs . ©. ny LS&. 707 
2 By: filling the heart with much joy in the ac- 
compliſhment: of what a man prayed tor ; which 
is an evident argument that his prayers-did move 
the Lord to efteRir,as wel as the prayers of others; 
Thus that good-old Simeon; ſeeing now:-his pray. 
ers an{wered, he.was cvcn willing to dye thtough 
joy. ; and thought he could not dyeina bettertime, 
Lord now let thy ſervant depart in peace: and ſo lſay 
57.. when' any have prayed fora poorediſtrelſed 
ſoule, and Gar raiſeth him up 
reſtore joy tohim,Ir is ſaid co rejoyce alkrhoſethat 
praid for him, 1 will refore comforts to him andtohbie 
mourners, 8 13.: For when the :defares have veaced 
and laid out much of:themſclyes, thin heh the 
returnecomes home, they haveananſwerable part 
= ſharein the comfort of it: and asdiverſeaþoun- 
in pr | 
accoinpliſhment. As when 21hip comes home; not 
onely the chiefe owners; but every one tharventu- 
red ſhall' have-a ſhare: out of the returne,ina pto» 
portion;. ſo here, chough ſoame-one hath a ſpecial 
neereftin rhe mercy obtained, whom it. maindly 
concernes ;yet thou' ſhalt have thy prayers 'outn 
joy from God, that the thing is granted. :S, Paw? 
had planted aChurch-at Theſſslonice, but he could 
not ſtay: to: waterit with his owne preaching; yet 
whetabſenr, be waters thaſe Plants whicrhe had 
er wich prope ightanday Th y19-Thh 

an | exceeas you, 12y 4 
his ws x IN aboundancforthem,ſ0 


was. bis joy-as aboundant-iathem;;when het had 


heart, that hee hath heard him'in commonbuſi. , 


againe,whenhedoth - i 


ing; ſowll joy and eomfan alfo inthe 


Cua:IV, 


Secondly , by | 
the hearts bee 
ing filled with 
much joy in 

the accowpliſl 
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heard that they ſtood Redfaſt, and fellnor backs 
againe, Now we livegf ye ſtand faſt in the Lord;y,g, 
And what thaxnkes can we render to Gul far al thejey 
wherewith we joy for your ſakes before the Lord? Fg, 
3 By thankful- - 3 If God give you a heart thankfull for a bleſ. 
neſe for i ſing vouchſated to another, prayedforby: youwith 


when accom- 


plſhe, others, ir-isanother {igneyour prayers hay 


——_— 
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Car, IV 


efome 
handin it; S. Paul knew not what thankes togive 

for the anſwering of his prayers, as in that fore- 
mentioned place. | 

Seft. I. And Jin caſe thething concernedthy ſelfe, 
Epecially whe which was praycd for'by others, helping thee 
metbing0- thereinz\what cauſe haſt thoubuttothink thatir 
cernes a mans WAS'f for thy owne prayets* and notfor 


own particular theirgonly; ſeeing God ſtir'd up theithearts topray 
forthet;and gave theea hearttopray for thy lelfe, 
and beltdes, gave thee the thing which thou defi- 
_ which argues 


thou art beloved as wedl as 


; abd accepted as: well as they ; it may bein- 
dyehat- God heard hee cheſoonerrhronghthe 
helpe of their prayers, 17 know thus ſhall eurne tomy 
ſaluation through your prayers, ſaith S. Paxl, Phil. 1. 
19.though their prayers went to the bufineſle, yet 
hadnot'S; Paul beene accepred himſelfe, the pray- 
ers of all the menin the! world, would havedone 
him bur-little good. God may heare the prayers 
of the godly, forwicked men, wheathey doc not 
= elves, in temporall things: ſo he did 

re' Moſes for Pharaoh, Abrahamfor Abimelech ; 
and he may heare godly men the ſooner for others 
prayers: ſoheheard Agron and Miriamrhe ſooner, 
for Meſer's ſake, Num.12.13. Butif God ſtirres up 
thy heart to pray forthy ſelfe, as well inn 
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Common .direttyons opal all caſes andprogers. 
oy 


ni nfo fromſ web 4Hiens as.may briaken,from 
b are,' and.in praying..! WD; v1 M3 £ 2: et 


* 


p-= premiſes theſe'caſes, come nowto 
& Amore generall and. common. direftions to helpe 
you in diſcerning and obſerving-the niinde of God, 
and his anſwers to-youin your prayers; at which 
diretions are ſuch,as may be helptubin al the fore- 
mentioned caſes,as in al {xa of prayers whatever; 
&they aretaken fr0 vbſervations, robe-madeupon 
your prayers,&c-Both before,iv;and after praying. 

Fuſt , Before praying ; when God beſpeakes a $c&.r: | 
prayer, (as Lmay ſo ſpeake,) chat is, when God ſe- Zre i nhens 
cretly. ſpeakes to the heart to pray niuchabout'a ye tears  - 
thing, I expreſſe.it thus according tothat phraſe of ery. 
David,P[4.27.8.Thou [aidft,ſcek my face,and Iaid, 

Thy face Lord will 1 ſeeke : now God then ſpeakes 
to the heart,'to pray, when he not onely putsthee- 
upon the duty, by rag Moth qonreetcr; this © * 
thou oughteſt ro doe: but G to the. 
heart to pray is ſuch,as his ſpeech at firſt was, when: 
ke made the world, when he ſaid, Let there be light, 
and there was lights of he ſayes, Let therebeea 
were 1 prayer, 
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0n-a-ma 4/Firit of grate 4nd ſuppiicat 
ing lifofiden -hepursin — (\uppeſts arpy. 
ments, and pleasto God, all which you (hall finde 
come in readily, and of themſelves, and thar like. 
wile with 2quickning hearandinlargement 
Rions, and with a lingring, and longing, and reſt. 
leſſeneſſe of Spirit to bealone, to powre outthy 
ſoule to Ged, and to vent and forme thoſe motions 
and ſuggeſtions into'a' prayer , till thou haſtlaid 
them cogether, andmade x-prayer of them,” And 
this is a ſpeaking to the heart: and obſerve fuch 
times when God doth thus, and negleR them not, 
— et ſtrike, —_ = iron is hot; thoubdl 14 
then his care,it is a{pecial opportunity forthat bu- 
fineſſe, ſuch: an one asthou not have rhe 
like. =_— at m__ obſerve molkiſfſima fanditem- 
ora, their times of begging, when they have Ki 
* a good mood; bureſpecially Fork Rig. 
ſelfe ſhould begin of himſelfe to ſpeake ofthe bu- 
fineſſe which they would have of him: andthus 
that phraſe of Pſal.10.17. isunderſtood by ſome, 
_ -that God prepares the heart, and canſeth the eare is 
, heare 3thatis, he faſhions ir, 8 compoſeth it intoa 
praying frame. Andit is agreat fignethat hemeans 
to neare us, when himſelfe ſhallthus indire a Pc- 
tition, ; 
The difference | | And: by-the way let me give this tote ofdiffe- 


prayer, and there is a prayer zthat is,he pow 
cirins, "pray. 
arg. 


berweene Sa-\, 


rans unleaſo.”* *<2CCy betweene theſe; Pedkings tothe heart, and 
cable urgingto thoſe whereby Satan puts us upon ſuch duries at 
nd Gods unſcaſonable houres and times z as when wee ate 


otherwiſe neceſſarily to be-imployed in our cal- 
lings, to eare, ot to fleepe, &c..thento pur upon 
praying, 


| = SR a | 
be Refthrie of Prayers: © 


ying, is a device of his he uſeth, totire out new 
en wich. The differenceyill appeatc in this; 
the devill comes ina violent imperious manner up. 
on the conſcience, bat inlargeth not 'the heart a 
whit unto the duty ; but whenſoever Ged at ſuch 
extraordinary times doth. call upon us, he firsand 
preparesthe heart, and filsthe foule with holy ſug- 


poo to, he gives abilities withall to the thing he 
$ OTrs | 
And thus-uſually, when he will have any great 
matters done and effected, hee ſets mens hearrs a 
ptaying, by a kinde of gracious pre-inſtin& ; hee 


by his Spirit ſeat downeupon them: Thus againſt 
the returne of the captiviry he ſtirred up Daviels 
heart, Dan. 9. 1. He knowing by bookes, the time to 
deneere expiring, was ſtirred up to ſeeke God :and 
lo he that madethis Pſalme, Sa/vation being thew 
gh, Verſ.9.10, then God ſtirred him up to pray, 
and 4a this prayer, for their returne ;.which thing 
God had foretold, ler: 29.10-11,12. For having 
promiſed, Yerſ. Yo. 1 will cauſe yo to returne after 
ſeventy yeeres : T hen (ayes he, Yerſ. 12. ſhall ye call 
«707 me, and ye ſhall go & pray unto me,and 1 wit hear- 
ten unto you: he ſpeakes it not only by way of com- 
mand;whatit was they ought todo,butasprophe- 
{ying alſo what they ſhould doe; for thenhe meant 
toſtirreuptheir hearts ; as then he did, as appeares 
by thoſe forementioned inſtances. Therefore ob- 
ſerve what things God thus by an inſtinR doth 
large thy heart to pray for at times: and ſome- 
tunes ar exrraordinerycrimes, when happily _ 


oeſtions,as materials for the duty ; for whatſoever 


ſtirs them up & toucheth the ſtrings of cheir hearts, + 


6: Sa "I 
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24 a 
.-didſt not thinke to pray aboutany ſuch thing 
Winans Y hethenſtird rhce —_— ;AStt ay bes "4nd 
walking; oc. and having ſpare time, Hee dtawes 
thee into His preſence and -mooves thee in that 
manner ſpecified. 
: ” hp Now ſccondly.: as God thus ſpeakes tothehear 
ſpeaking ro the to pray; ſoallo in prayinq; and His ſpeakingtothe 
near 19 PrYl>heart in prayer May bee dilcerned by theſe parti- 
hearing : which culars. 
may be diſcern® 1x When G © » quiets, and calmes, and con- 
1 By giving a ents the heart in prayer, which'is done,by ſpeaking 
quicr reſt of ſomething to the heart 3. though, what is ſpoken, 
Wpiric avout t1* bee not always diſcerned 3 If youſhould ſec one, 


thing prayc 


for, inand by , WO was an.carneſt and importunate ſuitor and ex- 
Pprazer, ceeding anxious when hee went in, toa great man, 
but behold him after comming out from him con- 

tented, and quieted, and-cheerefull irvhis ſpicit, you 

would certainely thinke that ſomething had beene 

fiidto him, which gave himencouragement,ſatis- 

faction and contentment inhis ſuit :-Thus when 

thougoeſt to G 0.D, and haſt beene importunatc 

ina bufineſſe,(as ſuppoſefor 'C n x 1 s t ; 04 give 
meCunri.sr,0r elſe Igdye,).and thy delires were 
exceedingly: up for it ;-Butthou riſeſt upwith ty 

minde calmed and ſatisfied, and fecleſt the anxioul- 

nes,the {olicitude ofthy hart about the thing taken 

oft;and dilpelled ; This is a goqd fignethat G 0 
hath: heard'thy prayer, and hath.ſpoken ſomething 
to thy: heart, which makes it thus: compoſed. 
- When Hannah out of much-bitterneſſe and with 
ltrong deſires ( which by.a long delay had beene 
made moge violent, - ſoas her heart was much dil- 
quired (for, Prov. 13. 124 Hepe, and by the ſo 
| % : realoly 
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; I nn(ſ4d,asthe Textlayes there; Shearofequicted 1... 


4 herheart with quierneſle ; and a Aa word om 


> | Gd roads. way it; that” did;{till choſe] 
: and accordingly God: gave hera Sons aSon 


2 I defire : /And+the/like Geddoth now, by pate 


raſon ; | defire alſo deferd makes the. ſeule icke ) 
when out of- the abundance of her her grief, T7 AAP, oe 
T S415; I-16, 


pred her ſoute. nt before the: L 
Elithe Frieſs ſaying to ak by a prophetical-ſprrir; 
the Lord grant thy petition, after that prayer thee 
found: her . heart i{0:quieted , #244. ſbte looked ng 


2nd calmed, andit wastharprayer, that di _ 
fill Elzes mouth, withthat word of prophecie,” and 


(25 1{aid) formnething to the heart : as by cropping 
nſamepromile or other intothe heatt,orthe 
laying as it were to'the hart, cvenas Elrfrom, God 
did to her; The Lord grants thy petitions: As to Saink 
tal, when hee was carneft with Gio» aboutre- 
nooving his butfetings by $a» ( which, whether 
they were the usa:luſt, or MgDEnR: w 
dephemy, 1 doe not now diſpute) 1 beſought God 
thrice, that is, earneſtly (ayes ” that it might d- | 
pert ; and to this beeihad:an anſwerinthe meana 
VE it ſhohld helen away,coough 


2 Cor, 1248, 91 And be ſe4; 
_ 2 Cor, 124849: ator 


ming in, poſi promile = ſcaſchably ſuggeſted 


ſta nieted Paws heart In like manner thou 
lmao P againſt poveny- 
ot Volt ors 


*= LE. 


promils 


D 2 


Sea. $- 
2 When God 
drawes nigh 
and reveales | 
His love in ang 4nd upon ſuch or ſuch apani 


upon ſuch a 
\ perition, 


V. farſakethee, which quiets and contents thy: 


 kayes' David, and'(thatT 


=) 


The Rerurneof PAyersr 


promiſe into:thy heart; I will wever leave the we 


minde, 
This is'an anſwer, and obſerve ſuch anſwers for 
they arepretious.” | ' 

2 It hiſt thou art aproyine, God doth draw 
nighcothy ſoule, and revealerh: Himſelfe coir, in 
iculat petition: Asin 
caſethou didft mainely intend whenthou didſt be. 
ginto'pray,, to ſerthy felfeto'beg ſome remporall 
mercy.at His hands, ſome great martterfor thegood 
andproſperity of the Church (as Daniel; Chap. 9; 
did. ſet hinefelfe to ſerke God for the retarne of che 


Captivity :) and even before thou commeſt toaske 


it; orinasking it, God falleth about thy necke and 
kifleth thee, ſmiles upotithee, welcomes thee* This 
thou-art to obfavoncy as a ſigne Hee heares thy pray- 
& ,'and accepteth both thee and x; whenthereis 
fuch-a ſtrong: efcaſe of Gods favour, and preſcnee, 
whileſtthouarruponfucha faite andr ors 
rheaat othertimes, ortherrin-other! ofthe 
fame prayer, thisisatoken G'o'v fearencbd in 
that particular, and thou art to obſerve chis His 
y_ to thy heart: When thus thou thaltno 

ner come ime His preſenceto Him; 
bur belayts Here ans 1 hiths protniſe/is; 1.583 
9. Therefore, Fſal. v9. 1718; Hears mee: 
knowrhp hearcſ 
me) ww with to mee ; p when Goderawes 
nigh-to thee, it isa figne Heeheares thee.' Puwid 
having faſted and prayed forthree weekes rogerher« 
Das. 10; 2,/3- Thenan Azgel'ecameandioneofche 
three” Perſons .came-and told him; hee wasa man 
greatly: = hed 1t-andige 1 and hentai 


—_—_— - 


. 
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manner God by His Spirit comes downe, and meets 
thee, and tells thy heart in ſecret that thou art His 
bdoved, and. Heeis thine, then thy prayers are cer- 
tainely heard : for if He accepts thy perſon, much 
more thy prayers. 1 Toh. 5. 19, 20. Men,falſe men, 
falſe uponthe Ballance,as David ſpeakes, when they 
come to be tryed and weighed,they wil'out of cun- 
ning uſe ſuiters moſt kindly then, when they meane 


_ 


Cur, Vo 


to put them off, and deny them their requeſts: Bur | 


God who is Truth and faithtfulneſle it ſelte,dothnot 
uſeſoto doe; Bur; when hee meanes to-anſwer the 
projer, Hee ſometimes wirthall reveales His free 
grace moſt then ; to the end. they may ſeeand ac- 
knowledge the fountaine of all,to be his everlaſting 
love,andſo take the thing granted as a fruit of it,an 
lo. come to bee the more abundantly thankefull. 


Onely let me addethis Caution, which may bee , ._.  . 
of great uſe to you. That it is not alwayes infal- Thu yer this s © 
ubly true, that when God drawes nigh to you ina not alwayes an 


4 infallible 
_— requeſt, that, that requeſt inparticular, Rene ihe hive 


be granted in that manner you defired,bur it is is granted, 


a Certaine evidence that thyprayeris heard, and 


though that 
the prayer 48 


that the thing thou askeſt is agrecable to His will, accepted: 


andthathe approves of thee,and thy requeſt excee- 
dingly,and thinketh the betterof thee for it,and He 
will givethee ir,or ſomething thar is better There 
may bee herein and ſometimes isa miſtake of Goas 
meaning, to thinke that alwayes, then'rhe rhing 
(hall be granted, when God drawes nigh toaman: 
experience ſometimes ſhewes the contrary. 


' But you will ſay, to what end doth God draw ſo 2e#. 


ligh,if He meancs not-£ograntit? 


.1 He ſhewes thereby His approvuing will of the HEN 
Ji PF D 3 | 


thing 


* + 7 CG 
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a2 When God 

_ nigh 
reveales 

His love in and and'u 


Upon ſucha 


The Rerrneof Priyerss | 


promiſe. into-thy. heart z 1 will wever leave thee ner 
farſfake thee, which quiets and'contentsthy:minde, 
This is'an anſwer," and obſerve fuch anſwers, for 
they arepretious. 

2 It hileſt thou art aproyine, God doth draw 
nighcothy ſoule, and revealech: Himſelfe coir, in 
on ſuch or ſuch apanicular petition: Asin 
caſethou didft intend whenthou didſt be. 
gintopray,, to ſetthy felfero'!beg ſome remporall 
mercy ar His hands, ſome great matter for thegood 
andproſperity of the Church (as Daniely Chap. g; 
aid. 3 Habfeife to ſetke God for the retarne of the 
Captivity :) and even before thou commeſt roaske | 

it, orinasking it, God falleth about thy own Th 
kileehhee , {miles upotithee, welcomes rhee:'T 
thou-art to obſerve as a ſigne Hee heares thy nm; 
& , and accepteth both theeand'« 5 whenthereis 
fuch-a ſtrong; © ſenſe of Godsfavour, and nn 
whileſt thouarrupsnfucha faite andr ors 
rhenat othertimes, ortherrin-orher frhe 
fame proyer, thisisa token G'0''v: heares thee, in 
that particular, and thou art ro obſerve this His 
—_y to thy heart-: When thus thou ſhaltno 

onet comeims His preſence to Him, 
bur befayes tre ans 1 ys theprotnileris; 1/.585 
Eves pe Ffal. 69. 17; 18; Hears mee: 
yes David, and'( thatL:  knowrhp heareſt 
INE) Wranm With ia wes: p when God drawes 
to thee, it isa igne Heeheares thee. \ Pad 
ing faſted and oatfactiaprageciics rogerher- 
my 10/2, 3. Thenan Azgefcameandioneofthe 
three” Perſons -came- and told him; hee _—_— 
greatly oP wh 22-and [Ig atd when in like 


—_— * 
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manner God by His Spirit comes downe, and meets 
thee, and tells thy heartin ſecret that thou art His 
bdoved, and Hecis thine, then thy prayers are cer- 
tainely heard : for if He accepts thy perſon, much * 
morethy prayers. 1 Toh. 5. 19, 20. Men,falſe men, 
falſe upenthe Ballance,as David (peakes, when they 
come to be tryed and weighed; they wil'out of cun- 
ning uſe ſaiters moſt kindly then, when they meane 
to put them off, and deny them their requeſts : Bur 
God who is Truth and faithfulneſfle it ſelte,dothnot 
uſeſoto doe z Burt; when hee meanes to anſwer the 
prayer, Hee ſometimes withall reveates His free 
grace moſt then ; to the end. they may ſeeand ac- 
knowledge the fountaine of all,to be his everlaſting 
love,andſo take the thing granted as a fruit of it,an 
lo. come to bee the more abundantly thankefull. 

Onely let me addethis Caution, which may bee , ..__. 
of great uſe to you. That it is not alwayes infal- Thur yer this is * 
ubly true, that when God drawes nigh to you ina m—— an 

. . . INTALLLDIC 

_ requeſt, that, that requeſt 1n particular, kgne the thing 

all be granted in that manner you defired,bur 1t iS is granted, 
a certaine evidence that thyprayeris heard, and _— 
that the thing thou askeſt is agrecable to His Wil, accepted: * 
andthat he approves of thee,and thy requeſt excee- 
dingly,and thinketh the betterof thee for it,and He 
will give thee ir, or ſomething thar is better. There 
may bee herein and ſometimes isa miſtake of Goas 
meaning, to thinke/that alwayes, then'rhe rhing 
(hall begranted, when God drawes nigh to a man: 
experience ſometimes ſhewes the contrary | 

But you will ſay, to what end doth Goddraw f6 Aer. 
ligh,if He meancs not-cograntit? ſw. 
.1 He ſhewes thereby His 4pproovmmg will of the 
77s D 3 thing | 
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The reaſons 
why God fom- 
times drawes 


grants net the 
thing. 


NY thing preyed for ; now God approoves many t : oy 
£84. V. H-e decrees not. Thereis His approoving mS, 


nigh when He In view a matter which is of great con 


His decrecing will. Ged may ſhew His approoving 
will of the thing thou askeſt : (as ——_— it bee 
equence for 
the Church.) and this He doth for thy encourage. 
ment : butyet it followes not, that His decreeing 
will is for the accompliſhment of that very thing in 
particular. | 

2 God may accept the perſon and the prayer, 
when He doth not grantthe thing prayed for, and 
by thatdrawing nigh witnes Hisacceptationof thy 
perſon and the prayer. Yea, 

3 That revealing of Himſelfe is oftentimes all 
the anſwer He intended to ſuch a prayer ,and it is an- 
{wer enough too, to enjoy.inthe ſtead of aparticu- 
lar mercy the aſſurance of Gods love ; As ſuppoſe 
thou didſt pray againſt ſome evill coniming upon 
His Church, which he yer intends to bring, which 


| hedid ſerthy hearta worke to pray againit,thereby 


to manifeſt the fincerity thereof,and then Heſecing 
thee thus fincere,drawes nighto thee,and tells thee, 
how eyerit ſhall goe well with thee, and that thou 
artgreatly beloved of Him : Thou art ſometimeto 
take this for all the anſwer He meanes to g1VeC 3 and 
this Hee doth ſometimes alſo ro content the heart, 
and prepare it for adeniallinthething : whereas,0- 
therwiſe,the denialls of what Chriſtians have been 


earneſt in, might occaſion (as in manyit doth)a - 


queſtioting and doubting of Gads love. Yet how- 
Ever, this you are to obſerve as aſpeaking from 


G OD, toritis anan{weres | 


F __ 3 Wheo 


_ The Retnrne of Prayers: T) 
When God ftirres up inthe heart aparticular , © 
fth ina buſineſle, as ſometimes Hededya and up» Cura; 
| holds the hearr to waite for it, maugre all diſcour-  $e8. ,. 
agements; 50 he did in David,P|; 4:27 +}.David was -—> ſometimes 
thEin great hazards by reaſon of Saxl,or Abſalom, acula 
or who ever elſe, andthoſe ſuch and ſo often, ag *Uvrance in 
that to ſence and ourward probabilitieshe was like 7* "ines 
never to live quietly againe at 1er#ſalem, and enjoy oy 
Gods Ordinances there in peace ; but for this David 
had prated, and had made it asthe grand requeſt of 
his whole life (as every man hath ſome one great 
requeſt of all other, even as Hee hath ſome ſpecial 
erace above all other, orgift, &c. Sorequeſt to 
God next to His ſalvation, as happily for his Mini- 
ſery, or thelike, therefore (ayes David, werſe 4. 
This one thing have 1 defied, as it he had ſaid, if I 
ſhould bee put tomy choyce, to have all outward 
things elſe denied me, and this granted,yet this one 
thing Lyould ſeek;) and accordingly God gave him 
a (peciall faith inthis thing,above all other,becauſe ) 
it was his great requeſt z 1» this will 1 bee confident, 
verſ, 3. And though a» ho#e of men ſhould againe 
and __ incompaſſe me,ſaics he,yet inthis 1 will be 
confident, that I ſhall ſtill eſcape, and ſee Ieraſalem 
apaine, and enjoy the Ordinances and live in peace, 
and though his faith failed him often (as in the per- 
ſecution of Sawlit did) for he ſayd he ſhould one 449 x 5am. 37,7; 
periſh by the hand of Saxl : yerat othertimeshis faith 
was marvellouſly upheld, and hee was confident in 
this. Hee uſed not to bee ſo, in other requeſts thus 
abſolutely particularly anddiſtinly ; and there- 
fore he ſayes, Inthis, &c- Astherc isa witnelle of 


the Hol ;mmediate to the hearr, ſealing up 
9 Gift im D 4 : . adoption 
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adoption to a mans perſon,{oin ſome caſes, there is 
Gare V. the like reſtimony, for the obtaining of ſomeemi. 
nent things we have asked ; which particular ſpe. 
ciall faith, doth in a kinde of fimilitude anſwer tg 
the faich of miracles of old, whereby a man had a 
particular confidence; God would doeſuch a mi- 
racle by him,ſ{o in and by mcanes of prayer;in ſome 
things there may be a particular ſtrengthning and 
aſſuring theheart,that God will doe ſuch athing for 
a man, which I confeſlc is rare and extraordinary ; 
as alſo that immediate teſtimony concerning our 
perſons is, which many want that goe to heaven, 
And haply this other concerning the accompliſh- 
ment of ſbeciall mercies, 15 much more rare; and 
but in ſome buſineſles ; andis a thing which ſome 
men are not acquainted with, but yet may bein 
ſome caſes cxiſtent toſome mens ſpirits, as it was 

to Davids inthe thing mentioned. 
A@ution.cbu — And concerning this alfo I will alſo addea cau- 
herein acondi- tz0n, as about the former, that it-doth not alwayes 
onal evidence £211 out uponall ſuch kinde of evidences made to a 
for abſoluce, mans ſpirit, and that by God, that thething prayed 
tor doth come topaſle. For theſe very perſwal- 
ons-ſtirred up-by God, may bee and are oftenbut 
condirionall, though thus immediately made to a 
mans fpirit, and are ſo to be underſtood, and not 
peremptory» and abſolute, it cannot bee imagi- 
ned thatall theſe ſhould alwayes be of greater ab- 
ſoluteneſſe &.infallibility, than were many ofthoſe 
revelations God made to the Prophets, wherein 
God manifeſted his gracious purpoſetowards ſuch 
a manor people, either to youchſafe them ſuch' a 
mcrcy, or bring ſuch a judgement; whichchough 
they 


th, 
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they were parricular andexprefle, yetlimited and 
intended with a condition atcordingitothe perfor- 
mance,or not performance: of w® irfell out;either 
the judgement expreſly threatned, wasdiverted,or 
thar good thing which was as directed & fully pro: 
miſcd, was not beſtowed: as-it was inthe cafe of 
lonas threatning the deſtrution of: Nineveh;,- and 
ſo inthe promite concerning Ely's houſe, 1 Sam.2. 
20. 1 ſaid indeed that thy nouſe, and the houſe of th 

Father ſhould walke. before me forcewver, but naw the 
Lord ſayes ,4t ſhall not be ſo, for they had broken the 
condition which was implyed in it ; they had deſþ#- 
ſed the Lord, andthem that deſpiſe me 1 will deſpiſe;ln 
like manner is Gods meaning expreſſed rowards tis 
too,in ſuch like perſwaſions wrought inus by prai- 
er tobe underſtood, that ſuch mercies will ſurely 
comero paſſe ;but-till under a condition of obedi- 
ence, and performing of thoſe vowes, which a man 
joyncd withthole his petitions, to move the Lord 
togrant thethings ; which if a man failein, or'cea- 
ſeth to.goe onto belceve the promiſe, it may and 
doth ofcen come topaſle ; that thingsfall out con- 


trary, to that perſwaſion, and then we-are aptrto - 


queſtion whether it was from God ornoz whichit 
might be, andtruly.wrought by his Spirit; and yer 
not alwayes ſo abſolutely meant (that was your 
miſtake. fo to; take it;), but conditionally onely ; 
for in ſuch greatrequeſts of the ſouleunto Goa, there 
uſe to-paſſe mutuall covenants z'and-Indenturesare 
drawne and ſealed unto by us; that is, we in pray- 
er, offer and promiſe to doethusand rhus, if God 
will vouchſate us ſucha mercy, and pleade thus to 
Grdromove him4o beſtow it zand God he thereup* 


on 


Car, Vi 
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Cuar. V on(it may be)ſeales a covenant on his part to pran® 
AeHAP « 


SeR. F- 
When God 


pure a reſileſe TC heart, maugre all diſcouragemenrs. So inthat 
impoutunity Pſal.27.4. One thing I have defired, and I will ſecke 
into the heart, 

to pray for a 


particular mer- Icave ſeeking to God for it: when God maintaines 
CY, 


__ Adoubleim- 


porrunity : one 2 double importunity ; one out of an inordinate de- 
accepted, not 


the other, 


, 


I, 


' 


* the thing, and workes ſuch an undoubred perſwaſi. 
on ; bur if we in that #xterim of waiting for that 
mercy, doe deale falſely in that covenant which 
we made,and this whileft we areyet independance 
wpon God for itzwhereby it appeares that we would 
have done ſo much more, after we ſhould have re 
ceived it once; in this caſe God denyes thething, 
and yet notwithſtanding, thatperſwaſion and evi- 
dence was from God that heard the prayer. He 
ſaid indeed he would doe thus and thus for thee (as 
he told David, 1 would have given thee mach more) 
becauſe thou faidſt to him, rhou wouldeſt walke 
thus and thus,or didſt vow this or that to him;thou 
taileſt inthy word, upon which God uttered his; 
and thereupon ſayes God, as to Ely, Now it ſhall not 
teſo, and yet God had ſpoken it afore, and not Sa- 
tan, nor our owne hearts onely. 


4 When Geddoth. pur a reſtleſſe importunity into 


after it ; that is, as 1 have ſought ir, ſo I willnot 


this-in the heart, it is a ſigne he heares, and will 
anſwer: for you know the Parable, thartthe »»jsff 
Indge heard her for hgr importunity ; therefore 
when God puts an importunuty into the heart, hee 
meanes to heare. | 


Onely this likewiſcis tobe added in this, there is 


lire toathing, whereby the heart knowes not how 
to bee without ſucha mercy, andſo continues to 
askC, but asketh amiſſe, and {0 receives not, Iames5« 
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But when there is an importunity joyned with a 
{ubjeRion to Gods will which _ alo with.it , ©uacVIs 
then God hath ſird it up, and then laoke or {ome- | 
thing to come ;.otherwiſe you may-be umportu- 

heard 


tunate, as they ſceke me daily, when yet G 
not, 1/ay 582+ 
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Further Obſervations ts be made, onthe &ſpoſitions 
and carriage of our hearts; after Prayer :wmill the 
i([ne of thething prayed for « 47 


N= : after thou haſt prayed; obſerve, what Sc8. r; 

Goddoch towards thee, |, ;' + 7, Nm G_—_ 

_ As firſt, how he doth guide thy feet and heart far dependane 

after praying.chere is much inthat ; that which was heart, in walk- | 
the Spirit of ſupplication in a man when hepraied, "+ belags 
reſts. upon him as the. ſpirit, of obedience in his 

courſe, {o as that dependance. he hath' upon God 

for the mercy he ſeckes for,is a ſpeciall motive and 

means to keepe him fearctull of offending, and dis 

ligent in duty to looke-to his paths, towalkeand 

behave himſelfe as becomes a'fuirery, a5 well as 

to come and pray as a ſuif$r, Thus Devi# he wal- 

ked by this principle, P{a/.66,18« 1f 4 regars ini 

qu in_my beart, God will not heare awe: that conlt. ,y2220 
eration {fill came-in as acwrb unto fioand with =» 

out this a man provokes God, and ſacalts himſelfe 

bebind-hand againe; and by finning, looſetb what 

ground he had got by prayinge Lbexcfore.Deveer 
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| P[4l.145.8,9,10. when he was to pray, cvenas for 
CaariVIt;. life, (as then it was, it being a deliverance from 
his:enemies he ſought) he ſpecially prayes Godtg 
dixe& him. and keepe him, that he might not ſinne 
againſt him ; for he knew by finning he ſhould cner. 
vate and ſpoile all his prayers : not onely heare we 
ſpeedily (ſayes he) but allo Cauſe me to know the may - 
wheren 1 ſhould walke.; Teach ane to doe thy will, leade 
me into the land of uprightneſſe; this he eſpecially 
prayes for, for elſe he knew God would not hearc 
him : therefore when thou art in treaty with Gog 
for any mercy, obſerve, dorti'God ill afrerpray- 
ing: keepe thee ina more obedientframe of ſpirit? 
It is a figne he intendstoanſwer thee, asin like man- 
ner,when he keepes thee from ufing ill meanes,&c. 
Asit was'a figne hetheant to give Davithe King- 
"dome, when he kepthim' innocent; and his heart 
tender, that it ſore him but for cutting off the i of 
Sawls garment:he was not ſo tender after. Theretore 
- in Pſal,r8-when he wasdelivered from alt hiseae- 
mics, heſayes;-God dealt, with Him tccording to his 
wprightneſſe ::for 1 kept my ſelfe from mint miquity - 
and ?ſal. 119.157. Many aye mine exemics, yet 406 
I: not mane rs thy teſtimonies ; hekeprhis way, 
80.161, vert. foalfdP[ali29.ry; 0D, 
wet, @ 2 When God'aker' prayer ſttengrheneth the 
oivesabeart to CANT CO Waite for the mercy. So Pſal.27. uit. D4- 


waice forand Uz@having prayed, ſayecs to his ſoule, waite on the 


eaben '* Lord; be of youll 'conrate; «nd ht will firengrbentbf 
heart. Honeſt meni,when they nouriſhhopes inone 
that is independance on them, who waiteth and is 
obſequious upon the hopes he hath of a ſure, uſe 
got to-deny -him+: ie were diſhoneſty-in w__ _y 
EE, | epc 
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keepe men under hand, and fruſtrate their Aapeſa- 
tions ; in like manner, when Ged keepes thy ſoule 
By praying in ſuch a dependant frame, _ for 
we ao anſwer. And indeed whena man hath 
po long, intheenf he beginsto wait (as may 
ſay) rather than. prey (though hepray ill) oy 
cauſe now he-lookes God ſhould performe : before, 
and at firſt, he told the Lord he defred: it, but now 
y can wah ome "95ew tell him, er he waites 
it, ana experts it, Thele two are both; jayned; 
Pat. 374134 Waite on the Lord and keepe his wages. 
The hope of a godly manand his expeQation ſhow/d 


make hims aſhamed if it were GN: therefors 
inthis cal ca{wers uſeto comer: / | 


Cu an47 :: 


0b NORTT: f * made after prayer, ole ies} 
Do WAS prafe 7 for : and firſt, if accompliſhed: 

. whether as the freit of prayers, or w_ fcrmme 
provideme-: te Ives herein,” 5 


\ ay ſhe hath chus inzq oj boggn/ae 
w nts him oþſerve-the ſue and 


concluſion. of whai:he ſought tors: ard (lognnre 


Ged\New of peafiuyont okt 
tal bi ether, the thiog hgdct a 
Wiſhed, or not accompliſhed ;a06 in exber 'afrhele 


i ro-his prayers, for 


he may'cometq ſpic.out ye 
bis poapere otra though thiog'as 


\ ogoco abc A Ie 


ay ” 


4 
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Ciavil. If the thing thon prayedſt for doth cometo/ 


Se. r, | 
God aece 20d whether God heard thee orno Forthoube. 
anlyvers the 
prayer fully in 
the way and | 
manner deſired tO the deſires of a mans heart; atid not only ſo,but- 


#th, ſo Grd ſayesſomerimes, beit according'0 65 


paſſe, then what necdſt thou doubt of ananſwer, 


holdeſt ir with thineeyes ; and fooftenit fals out, 
chat as they prayed, ſo God'doth grant according: 


fulfils his counſel, as it is, Pſa. 20.4. thatis, tulfils 
not onely his deſire, and ayme of his prayer, but in 
that very way, by that very'meanes, which his 
judgement and counfell-pitcht upon in his owne!. 
thoughts. 'The defre of the heart may beſatisfied, 
when God gives {ome otherthing ; but the covnce# 
of the heartis then fulfilled, whenthat which a man 
did himſelf look atya$thatwhich was beſt for hin, 
and hee is anſwered even in that particular, (for 


counſellis ana of the meant ,deliberating 
about mcanes to an end, and directstochoolc a 
particular meanes tending fo-an end:) ſo thatas 


Eliphaz fayes to lob, 13.22+27,28.;A.man makes a 
rayerto Ged, and he heares him, aud he decrees 4 


Ding, and bring! it ropaſſe : thatis, a man is guided 
; to pitch npon ay 


uch mercjes in his prayers, as God 
makes good in particular : he ſayes what he would 
have, and' God performes it ; and 'thisprivil 

thou ſhalt have (ſayes Zliphaz there) if chou wilt 
turne-to- him, and be 4:quainredwith bin, and re- 
reve the Law from bis width + "thou ſhalt not erte in 
Praying's but whar'thou ſetteſt upori to pray for, 
thall beaccordingly granted to thee : heſhall have 
the priviledge,Fingere fibs fortunam, in a right ſenſe 
to bee his owne:chooſer and caryer of his owne 
mercies; and as Chriſt ſaid, Be it according t9iy 


prajers 3 
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——m—_ 


prayers ; and whereas at other times prayers are an- 
ns obliquely,{omtimes they defi wered dire. ng VIh 
ly, w® is more comfortable; as dire&t beamsare, 
and haye more heate in them, then collaterall and 

oblique: and thus if a man wil heareand obey God, 

God will heare him: for if-a man bee ſubjetto 

Chriſts, Kingly 'Office, his Propheticall office ſhall 

guide him, and cauſe him not toerreinhisPetiti+ 

ons ; but by an unerring providence and prein+ 

ſtiact, infuſed by his ſpirit, God will ſo guide him, 

as to ask& even.that very thing which God intends 

to give: whereas: of. himſelte he- knawes: not what 

nor how to aske: ſo David asked long life, and 

God gave it him, P{al.2.1.2,3,4. Godnot only gave 

him his hearts deſire, but thereque( of bu lips, 2. 

Hannah askt a ſonne, and God anſwered herinthe 

very thing ſhe deſired, and therefore ſhe called him 

Samuel, 1 Sam.1.20. Becauſe ({ayes ſhe) 1 askt bim 

of the Lord, and Verſe 27. For this Childe I prayed 

(and the Lord. did not giveanother thing inſtead 

of it, but) hath given me my Petition asked of bins. —  _ 
So 1 Chro,4. 10« isthelike inſtance, And thus Gos ,, . -_- 
often deales with his children, he anſwers them, -- 
evenin the very things they aske.” Andto this end 
hath God given us his Spirit, 'and made. Chriſt wif- 
dome unto us ; who knowes what is good forus, : 
though we doe,not, Reom«$. And therefore hath | 
commanded us to ſpye out mercies for ourſelves, - p- 
andthen cometo him for themzand tothis endal-" | * 
ſo hath made ſuch particular promiſes of partrcu- 
lar mercies, which he would have us have ancye | 
uatoin our prayers; all which is becaule oxdinar ily 


he beſtowes the very things we a5kt+ | 


And.” 


cm. 


lt 


« + 
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Yee our hearts 
are often jea» 
lous, whether 
it be an anſyyer 


to prayer, or 


a ns. = 


-Cuas * V. thi 


And yet becaule, although we have the yery 
ngs we. did aske and defire, yet ſuch isthe jea- 
louſie and infidelity of our hearts, that wee often 
diſcerne not, nor acknowledge that ir was our 
prayers, that obtained them from God: but wee 


out of c5mon are apt when once we have them, either to looke 
providence: butto things below,and the ſecond cauſes of them; 
though betore we did earneſtly ſeeke them of God, 

or elic ſtill diſtruſtfully to queſtion whether orno 

it was at our prayers that he granted them, orout 

of common providence : Thus 106 in his diſtem- 

per, ob 9.16. profeſſeth, that though he had cal. 

led, and God had anſwered him, yet (ſayes he) 1would 

wot beleeve that he had hoked, to wy voice : that he 

did it inreſpetto my prayer and requeſt, becauſe 

he now deales ſoſeverely with me, For hebreaketh 

mee with atempei?, Verſ.17, And thus doe our di- 
firuſtfall hearrs (which are apt to-bee unſarisficd 

withall thecleereſt pledges of Godsfavour, and 


SeR. 2. 
DireQions to 


particulars. 


ſtill ro miſconſter andperyert them,) and although 
God did anſwer us, upon our calling upon him,ycr 
we will notbeleeve that he hearkned co our pray- 


help to diſcerne Cr init: therefore that you may be further inabled 


"- From the ©© diſcerne, how, and when rhings you rayed f or, 
| mannerof Come inbyprayer; Igive you theſe furcher dire- 


Gods perfor- Etjons, 
manceiGod dil- 


covers 2 mote 


tha ordinary Y heofcen doth irinſuchamanner;that his handmay 
a hings beina morethanordinary manner ſceneinit. There 
accompliſht by are few 


dad A: but in the anſwers ofthem'God diſcove- 
vered in hye 


1 When God doth athing in anſwer to prayers, 


prayers, wherein a manhath ſought God 


reth 
inth 


-” 


himſclfe mych;and turnes many great wheeles 
e accompliſtiment ofthe ;' and manifeſts (a5 


Davi 


* 
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Devid defitts God, Pſal, 13:7. toſhew) bicmarnel. ir * 
lows loving kindneſſe 3 atid indeed whenGod heares Coal, 
grajers, that have beene a. long whilea makiog, | 
Hee ſhewes uſually halfe a muacle one: way. or 
others | | | 1158 1.2857, The 

Now God diſcovers: Hisirmmediate handio the -* 
anſwers of prayers many way Cs» | 

1 When Heecarriesa thing through many diffi. * Þy bringing 
culties, whenthere were agreat many:crolſe wards 1.9% many 
ina buſineſle, thou haſt ys thelcaſt whexeaf difficulice. 
would haye- kept che key from turning,  agd opens 
ing,when God ſhall 'make (as it were) a key 00 pur. 
poſe tounlocke it, when God plots and contriues all 
the pallagesia a bulinefſe thaugiddeſiprgy for, and 
o nemiiibonh «: This is a ſigns, .1ti$ a fruitof 
irgjer, and that prayer had beene a making that key 
all thar while : So inbringing D-vidto the King- 
dame ; Joſeph out of Priſon ; Hordeeaito honour): 
and likewiſe Sur Per our af priſon,; which was | 
doneat the prayers of the Chutche' AFs12, He was 
lleeping betweene two Souldiers: if they had wak- ©. 2 
ed, hee had bindiſcovered : and hewas1n chaines , 
but they fall off, vſ+ 6, 7+; And the kreper Rood 
beforeche doore, but they, mind him-aot, $e7/+6, 
and when one watch is paſt, bee paſſerhquietly 
through another! verſ. 10, and whenboth thoſe 


were paſt, ao. Iron gate fiyes open of its OWne ac- 


cord; arſe 19-1 Now luch difficulties arecherein | |, 
#.: Iron chaines fall off, Iron gates, enemies hearts 


fly open of their owne accord, andrhough not in 
lbam manner,bythe meanes of an 4: 


TNA | j 


| 


— 


&@ - Sa » 


Co x.VII; 


50 


accompliſh' the thing'sy whichthou haſt 
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Or ſecondly when Gad fadilicates atl meanescs 
pray for, 


Or ſeeondly fo as all- mcanes doen view conſpire and combine 


by facilitating 5 
all the meancs 


in it,that thou haſt winde-and tyde,anda faire day, 


and cauſing and allthe way paved, or as Davidſayes, haſt thy 


them to con» 
ſpire to accom, 


pliſh it, 


Ex.12431,33» 
Feoſe 32. 


I y wack Tu ſherh the'th 


dainely and 
mexpetcdly. Babylon, which was theeoffelofioiror 


tozerher, to effeR it, which' 


TM (©) 


way made plaine before the /andthere fals our pteat 
* conjunction and meeting of many circumſtances 
influenceinto ir, 
whereofif any one had beene wanting, happily the 
thing'trad nor beetie: done; "when the thing prayed 
for isthus pranted,/proyer then hath doneit; Thus, 
when Hee delivered the people' of Iſrael om of 
&2ypt , which was'the accompliſhment of their 
long deſites and: ; (their 
ſayes): how were all facilitared? they that 
derained ther doe: themſelves” Tone and intrext 
them'to goe otif ;Jec are wrgemt; ſayesthe Text*'and 
thatat' midnight j birethem to gotaut, with 
their ng 1: Pharuch fe'then partes 
-arid Fairy with then, und defitesthelr 
wer Bleſſe wealſo + Yea,ro ſhewthere was no 
reliſtance, the Textſayes, « Dogge dia mt moe his 
Tone i The bruir Creatures (tgrbethein, 
though at *illifight, When chole-Crearurts uſer 
bemoſt rous thiough'noyſ[ts. 
3 When-Hee doth i ſuddenly; and aetomophe- 
ing thouhaft lohg praye#for, races” 
art wware'of 42-t-as the returtie of the ity of 
op 
ers, was done inatrice, hey Wert ar mew in ddreane 
A 126; 1; they. ould fearce beteeve inwes fo, 


Whet it -wis-doney/it/ 07 i a, 
many IPOs whi —_= 


mares theText 


he ds es AS _— PT O—_— —— _ 


OO m1. — 


5” 
verſe. 5, 6. So Peter, he was faſt , and didnot (> | 
ſomuch as dreame of deliverance : So 1oſephe deli- #a,VIl, 
vety out of priſon,and advancementto be the grea- 
teſt man in the Kingdome z the ſuddenneſſe ſhewed 
itwas Gods remembring of him, and hearing higy 

ayers. 4, 
= When God grants the thing with anover+, . Fr 
plus, above what we did aske, and caſteth many J607e whe 
other mercies1n together with that which we long v3 defired 
prayed for; this alſo may be a ſigne God did heare _ 
our prayersinit : for when he doth heare indeed, he cs, 
uleth to 4oe,above what wedid 45ke or thinke, there- 
by the more 1o to avercome the heart. So David 
asked long-life, & he gave him morethan he asked, 
P[4.21.2,3,4,5« $0 Salomen heasked but wiſdome, 
| and he gave him morethan he asked, Peace, Riches, 
| Hanowr, and all with it, 1 Kings 3-12,13. When 
prayers are anſwered, uſually mercies comethick, 
they come tumbling in; the thing wee praid for 
comes not alone: as whenſins are vuniſhe d, then 
miſcrics alſo they come like armies in troupes upon 
s: as temptations likewiſe come. togatherg.and + 
wee fall into many of them at ances; 8s I« 4865-1 Iames x: 
| lpeakes, Thas tlocmarciesnllo, b 17 - 
5 When the ung Bgr y prayers 5 By dig 


*x. Y 


I 4 


soktenſomeparti circumſtance of providence ſowe 
concurrent withit, which is a token for good, an — 


to us thar itiis from God; ſuch eigen 3s 2 Gods (peciall 
man may take notice of, and which others take no. 1nd 2%: 
tice of alſo. Therefore Pſal. 86. 17.  Shew mee 4 
token for good, that ethers way ſee it and be aſhamed : 
and ſuch tokens doth God often make {mall cur- 
cunſtancestobeto us, Things ſmall inchemſetes 
2.424 ; 


v \ 
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may be marnaindecia, great fignes and tokens: for 
example, Moſes and Aaroy, and the 1ſraelites had 
long cried to God for the deliverance of his people, 
and laid up many prayers ; their 575 came up, as 
was ſaid ;-and when God doth deliver you, what 
tokens were there of good, and of Gods handinit, 
and of his anſwer totheir prayers? The Text notes 
(as was obſerved before) that « dog did not barke at 
" their going ont, Ex0d.11,7, which was aſmall cir- 
cumſtance, but it was magnum indicium, and{ in- 
rended by God; for the Text addes, Thatyee may 
know God puts a difference betweene the 1ſratlites aud 
the Egyptians, This was a token of Gods hand, to 
over-rule the tongues of rude bruit creatures, that 
ule to ſtir at ſuch unuſuall noiſes, and at travellers 
eſpecially in the night.So when 1ſa«c,asalſo 4bra- 
ham, and his feryant alſo, had prayed for aWife 
for 1ſaac, fee by what: a token God ſhewedhe had 
heard their prayers ; Rebekkah was the firſt that 
came out to the ſervant, andif ſhe be the woman 
appointed for 1faac (ſayes the ſervant) Let her of - 
fer me drinke, and my Camels alſo : this was a ſmall 
* thing in- appearance, bur a great #dicium of Gods 
hand in it,and thereforethe ſervantbowed at it,and 
worſhipped: and the figne in it ſelfe was ſuch,asar- 
gued agoodnaturein-her, and a-kinde curteous dif 
politiony which therefore irmay be he ſingled-out, 
asa token ofa meerwite; asa"rhing eſpecialiy-to 
be looked at in'the mariaze choiſe. ; 
from the time, , BANG, the 'confiderition of the time, whereif 
wherein the the things wee have asked are granted, may 
for Ec much helpe us todifcerney whether it be in anſwer 


elte,, £0 OW Prayers. "For God:who doth allchings a 
* M4 7 weight 


"EY 


Cn, VII 


— 


Gen-23.13.14, 


SER. 3. 


hi IE. 


weight and meaſure, (hewes his wiſdeece and love, as ”” 
| MY quchinthe ſeeſev,as in givingthethiog it ſelf, Gog OHA VIV. 
eoalidereth all cimes of thy life, and ſtill chooſeth 

the beſt and fitteſt ro anſwer thy prayers in, 1» as 

acceptable time bavel beard thee. So-1ſay 49.8, As 
; 

; 


David (likewiſe ſayes) he prayed ts an acceptable 
ive, P[.69.13.Soaccordingly God anſwers inthe 
beſtand moſt acceptabletime ro us; for he waits to 
begracious,for he is a God of judgement,1ſay 30.18. 
| that is, Hee is a wiſe God that knowes the fitteſt 
| ttmes and ſeaſons, wherein to ſhew kindneſſe and 
his favours in. 
As firſt,it may be,that at that'very time whEthou gomerime whe 
haſt beene moſt inſtant and earneſt, & even whileſt thingis xcom- 
thou art a praying, or preſently after, the thing is pms | 
done and accompliſhe. To this purpole is that of we are moſt in« 
Ifay 65. 24. That as ſometimes hee heares before Satin projec. 
they call (which argnes much loveto give mercies 
unſought):ſo alſo, whileft they are ſpeaking, Iwill 
bezre and grant the thing; which argues no leſſe 
love; and hee culs out that time on purpoſe, that 
they mighe reſt aſſured, their prayer was anſwe- 
red. - Thus :to\-afſure (\Hezekiah his, prayer. was ,, ._ 
heard, God ſentthe Prophet in to him whileſt hee 
was a praying and weeping, with his head turnea 10- 
[ue gowg out to prepinthe  ....; 


Ward's the wall. So 1 
field, meetes his Zebtkkab:then a comming, that 


blefing ofa good wifebeing ſurely then;the great 
NemEng he was.n treaty with God for, 
this Rebekkeh was rhe fruit of many prayers. 50 
when $./Bzter-was.in priſon, the Church. being g2- 
thered together, S- Peter-comes and knocks 4# he 


" , vex{ tothe 18» 
a 124 from atten ſ.rothers: 


OS 


54 
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wo. 


2 When gran- 
»f $a yh 
_ belt time, 


'The fitteſt 
nime knowſne 
Wo Wayes. 


atrwothings.*.To 


Soas » yu fals hercin out, asto ike _ inthe 
Goſpell,loby 4 5 2-gho inquiring diligently found 
that the Tame pH, ne briſt bad it MY to py »Thy 
Son liveth, that the he recovered, and ſo hee belce- 
ved, and his whole houſhold. So alſo here, that 
ſomerimes the thing is done, or the newes of ic 
comes the fame houre, or ſoone after ; wherein 2 


man was praying abourtit, and happily then when 


the heart was moſt ſtirred about it,morethanat any 
time clſc : this is a figne it was ananſwer of pray- 
ers, and may. helpe to confirme a mans faithin it, 
as that alſo did his. 

Or ſecondly , when it is the moſt acceptable 
and when every way the fitteſt time to have the 
thing granted. As » That tume when thou had 

y 


moſt need, and * W hen thy heart was moſt fit for it, 


For in anſwering prayers, God aimes eſpecial! 

{hew his mercy,chat a man might 
nifie-and' exalt that, And /* Tohavethe heart 
Tatisfied and filed with'joyand contentment in his 
anſwer; and thething madeſweer, and a metcy in- 
deedtohim : in'briefe,.that his goodneſſe might bee 
delighted 'iv,- and bis merty exalted. And for theſe 
two purpoſes hee culs-out atime, when wee have 


moſt need, to ſhew his mercy,andalſo when our 


-hearts are moſt ſubdued , &-our-laſts: are mot- 


tifiedand dead to it; For-then we are fitteſt to re- 


liſtthis poodneffealone init, and nor ro be drawne 
away wirhe carnal ſweerneſſe that is in the thing- 


The:one-you have expreſt, Iſay 30.18. Hewaites- 


10 be gratious to bave hu mercy exalted.” The ſecond 


Frys oe ras 7 re A 
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wileſt the hearris inthistemper, the Lordd 
whileſt the heart as 1n this temper, the Lord denies 
or deferres in my till the heart be weaned. = Cua.VIL 
For the firſt of theſe : As, ſuppoſe thoudidſt t When we 
pray long for aſſurance of ſalvation, and joy in the wy 
Holy Ghoſt, and whenthou hadft moſt need of itz 
either when thy Spirit would have failed withour 
it, as ſay 57+16, Or againſt ſome great affliction 
approaching , or ſome great incounter with. the 
world, for the Name of Chriſt, that then God 
filled thy heart with it, 8&c. that was the fitteſt 
time: now hath God heard thy prayer. As S. Peter 
hewaSin Priſon, and had beene ſo for many dayes, 
a5 appeares by the fourrh and fifch verſes, As 12. 
And God could at any time have delivered him, of 
allthat while che Church prayed for him,v. 5. Bur 
God kept him in on purpoſe, till chat very night, 
when in the next morning Hero# meant to b 
him forth to execution and then God delivered 
him at theprayers of the Church ; then was the 
moſt fit time : As the 2/almiſt ſayes, The fall 
timeto have mercy on himwas come. Andchento re- 
ceive ananſwer, is afigne God did it out of ſpeciall 
love, which love he wou/d have exalted by thee, dſay 
30.1 3, | | 
If 2.whenthy heart was moſt fit forthe mercy > When the 
it was granted,theE artthou alſo heard 1n an aCceP- ,,cuueqto we 
table time: for God doth not with-hold mercies cre 4 a 
from thoſe thatare his,out of want of love;neither 5 "i 
ſomuch for whatis palt,as forthe preſent evill dif- , 
poſition of their hearrs, whereby they are unfrt : 
and in this ſenſe alſo may that be underſto6d, 1 
God preparerh. the heart and beareth the prayers Fab. 


NNE -E4 ef Q 
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Cai aVII., As firſt | when thy heart is moſt weaned 
x ro 


l 
: 
y 


m that temporall mercy (ſuppoſing it ſuch) 
which thou haſt granted thee uponſeeking of it: 
So David, when had he the Kingdome in poſlefi- 
on given him? then,whenhe was as a weaned child, 
and had his high thoughts (which happily atthe 
firſt newes of it had riſen in his minde) purged our, 
Pſal.1 3.1.2, 1have no high thoughts, &c. (ayes hee 
then; Thus, when thy heart had let all carnall ends 
g0,& had betakea it ſelf alonero-God, for thy por- 
rion to be had alone out of him,and then the thing 
it ſelfe cameto paſle: 'This was the fitreſt ſeaſon. 

Bur you will bee ready to-ſay, to haveathing- 
when my heart is taken oft from it, and eyencon- 
rented not to have ir, makes it to be no mercy-: for 
where there is no defare, there is no rejoycing. 

It -thy deſire bee taken off the thing then 
now thou wilt rejoyce the - more. irr- Go »;; and 
though the thing of it ſelfe ſhould now giverhe 

lefe ſatisfaRion, yet: God by the thing will give 
thee more, and hee will make it up ; for thou ſhalt 
reliſh his love and fweetneſſe in ir now, which is 
better thay lift, and therefore much better than 
thatthing which thou enjoyeſt;and indeed the vio- 
lence of the deſire before, would have madeirleſſe 
iweet : for the. thing alone would not have filled 


and contented that defire, whenit was an inordi- 


nate luſt, and ſo. thou wouldeſt havebeene vexed 
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So 2. likewiſe thou mayeſt bave 'an affliction ;.. 
thou prayedſt long againſt taken off theng when, &#4-VIT 
thy heart. was moſt. willing.to accept. thy. punrſh> rev.s8.41. 
ment, as Moſes's pliraſcis, andtoſubmitto Gon, = 


1N 1t» | 


. Athird thing you areto obſerve cancerning the 
accompliſhment of the thing z-whereby.you may 
diſcerae, whether thingsare granted i1anſwer to-from the  * 
prayers; is ; when thou ſceſt- God in his dealings 
wicththee,and anſwering of thee,to dealeina kinde-rmeene Gods + | 
of proportion with-thy manner of praying and/<iling ia the 
ſecking of him, andof walking. with him, whileſtmeactic, ang 
thou wert dependant on him, for {uch. or ſuch a our prayers, 
mercy. And as youmay ſee a proportionbetween. 
{ins and puniſhments, which are-the rewards of 
them, that you can ſay, ſuch a fin brought forth, 
this affliction, it is ſo like the Father : ſo you might. 
ſcethe like proportion, betweene your prayers,and. 
with God,and Gods anſwers to you,, 
with YOu, Sodid David, 4.18, 

24+ According tothe cleanene(ſe of my hands ath bee 
recompenced me, &6, His ſpeech notes ſome fimili- 
tude or likeneſle ; as for example, The more ends, 


your walking 


and his dealings. 


orcarnall deſires you-had. in praying, and the more 


you mingled of theſe with your holy delves, and. 
the more want of zeale, fervency,&c. were found. 
in your prayers , the more you ſhall (it may bee). 
ernefſe mingled with the mercy, - 


knde ſome bitt 
whenit is granted, and ſo much imperfeQion, and 


want of comfort in it : So ſayes Davidinthe lame | 
Pſal, verſe. 25426. With the pare thes wilt ſhew * | 


ſelfe pure. Pure prayers have pure bleſſings ; 


cantra : and againe, as yWu in Praying (omeniner 


— "TE Lo 


A third ſortofs 
obſervations ,,. 


_ anſwerable 
-proportion, bes - 


— . 


Sef.Y6 
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ſo 


rained by ao becauſe Gods dealings 


lackened and grew cold,ſo you ml ht ſee the bud. 


neſle coole, andto be caſt backward : as when Mo- 


ſts's hands were downe, CAmalek EE 3 bur 
t 


when they were liftedup, Iſrael had the better, Ex- 
64.17.12. G 0d lethimicea proportion, which 
argued tys prayer was the meanes of prevailing, 


A man findes in praying, his ſuite ſticks, and goes 


not on as he expected, and this becauſe he gives not 
a fee aShe was wom,and doth not ply God, 
ſolicite him, bur on the contrary, when he was 
ſtirred up to pray then ſtill he found _— oe 

that God 


. .well; by this a man may cleardy ſee, 


did heareand regarded the prayer. Thus likewiſe 
when a man ſees hils and dales in a buſineſle, faire 
hopes often, and then all daſht againe, and the 
thinginthe end broughtto paſle, ler him look back 
upon his prayers: didſt notthou inlike manner juſt 
thus deale with God? That whenthou hadft prayed 
carneftly, and thought thou hadfſt carried it, then 
daſh all\againe, by interpoſing ſomeſin, and thus 
dpaine and againe. * 'Herein God would have you 
obſerve a proportion; and it may helpe youdiſ- 
cerne, how, and when they are anſwered, and ob- 
therein 


hold ſucha proportion' with your prayers, 


Cnar: 
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Seven Obſeryations mere, from the effets which the 
accompliſhment of the mexcy hath-pes the heart, 


: T__ mayelt diſcerne whetherthey bein Se& 5; 
| | an! wer. to thy prayers, by the effe#i up- If the thing 
| on thy heart. ts jJorwup Los 


-- drawes the 


As 1+ If the thing that is granted-upon: thy hear neerer ts 
prayers,draw thy heart more inuato Godt is then G06 and wo. 
| re joyce in his 
favour in its 
; more han in 


certain,that it was granted asan anſwer to thy prai- 
ers. Things granced out of ordinary providence 
onely, doe increaſe our lufts,'and are ſnarestous; *** ins: 
as Sawl gave David his hter Michol to bee-a 

ſnare to him : So their full t 
Go gave the1ſrae/#es their will;the things they 
delired, but withall gave #hem wp t01htir lufts, Pſa. 4 
106-15, he gave them their requeſts; but lent lean- | 

neſſe into their ſoutes ; the Quailes might fat ſome of 

their bodies, [that ſurvived, yet their foules grew 

leane: there was 2 curſe upon their Spirits; this new 
delicate food made their bodies more luſtfall;they = 
did tate and drinke, and roſe up taplay: butthings £396336 
obtained by prayct are ſanfikedous: for.every 
thing 5s ſandtified by preyer,. ſo-asitfhinlinovinſnare 
nor intangle our hearts: 2 thing obtained by prayer, 
as it came from God; ſo! manwill returne it'to 
. God,and uſe it for: his glory : So Havneh having 
-Obtained Somnel by prayer'z ſherettrnes' him unto. 
God, x Sany1,27.28. For this childe Þ wes 
God gave me my petition, and therefore alf —_ 


1 Tim-4- 54 
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him to the Lord as long as he liveth. If therefore 
thou findeſt this his dealing with thee, in anſwe- 
ring thee, to be a kindely motive to cauſe theeto 
mourne for fin, and to be as a reſtraint againſt ſin; 
it is a figne it was the fruit of prayer. Thus: 
wrought with David, Pſal.6.8. Away from meyee 
that worke iniquity : God hath heard the woiceof my 
weeping. | 

Al 0 if thou rejoyceſt in' G'o »', more than 
in the thing obtained : ſo Hannah begins her ſorg 
when fhe bleſſeth God for her Childe ; My hear: re- 
joyceth in the Lord, &c. 1 Sami2.1. She rejoycath 
not {0 muchin the gift, as in the giver; and his fa- 
vour- more 'in this, that her prayer was anhered, 
then inthe thing obtained: this isa figne of ha- 
ving obtained themercy through prayers, when ir 
is thus (anRified unto a mans ſpirit. 


Prayer att”, 2 Prayers anſwered will inlargerhy hear wich 


the heart with u0 
chankfulnefle. makes us more forward to'pray , than to give 


thankfulneſſe,and thus uſually they doe; ſ{elfe-love 


thankes ; for nature is all of the craving and taking 
hand: but where grace is, there will be no eminent 
mereygotrenwith much ſttuggling; butthere will 
/bea contiriued particular thankful remembrance 
ef italong while after, with much inlargement : 
and As prajerrabounded, ſo will thawkſetoing abound 
weh,ſhe makes a Song, -1 $am.1.2. Great 
'bleſlings thar-are- wonne with' prayer, are worne 
with-thankfulneſſe:;. fuch a man will not aske 
Bw, but hee will withall. give-thankes'for old» 
Thi £,:of all-duties,” proceeds from pute 
grace z:therefore if the ſpirit ſtirs cheeuntoirz it is 
a';gne he' made the Prayer : What thankes my f 
\0y ' rewaer 


2 Pom 


"The RetarMieef Prayers. 


ar ”oo oo ococnrm way ee — gp. -— - V—-——_ - a oog.. cum. o- "> a a — 


4) 
render to God, for the joy 1 haveinyo; faith'S. Pant, x: ares 
1Theſ.3.9,10.S0 tall hisother Epiles,all thoſe CaaVED.Y 
he writesto, as he prayes forthem;ſohetels them! 
hee gives-thankes for them; and'for- their graces: 
which he-had prayed for. And if anſwering pray- 
ers for others, makes S. Paul ſo thankfulf, whar* 
when-for himſelfe 2 Prayer and thafikes, arelike 
the double motion of the lungs ; the ayrethar-is 
ſucked in by' prayer, is brearhed forth againe by 
thankes : isthy heart afreſh-inlarged, as to moutne 
for paſt fins long fince committed, ſo in like man- 
ner, for paſt mercies wonwith long prayers;&rhis 
for a long while after* it is a ſigne tharthey were 
obtained by prayer. | 

3 If the mercy obtained doth encourage theeto 54. 3. _ 
oe to Godanother time z to pray againe the more = hs 
confidently and fervently; it is a {igne thou haſt'goero God 
got the formerthat way: For the Holy Ghiff a, 8%%*: 
ving once ſhewenthee theway;henceiris; thouart' Wo... 
thus ready 'to take the ſame courfe anothertime/ 
Pſal.116;2, The Lord hath heard me; and 1 willcall 
” him as long #51 live. {know (ayes heeYhow 
what courſe to-rake, if ' be inafty waar; evento 
= upon him'z and hee cals upon'othets to doe 

0 t00. Tak ens 
| 4 When God having heard thy prayers upot $8.5; 
{olemne vowes made by thee, eek I makes amall- 


carefull\ to 'pay thoſe vowes'; which'thibk: - c—_— 
makein thetime of thy ſaitig to God for that mer- yowes made in 2 


' the thi c,to-0bs' 
cy,this may bean argument tothe, the thing be: Proer"9.9: 
ing granted, thaethy prayer was heard;'For firſt, © 
itnot onely argucth, that thy heart ir ſelfe do ſe. 


cretly make ſuch- an.account, that upont oor 
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<1d thes ſhalt pay thy 
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i thereupon w 


ems, 


. did grant the thing, and thou doeſt therefore make 
Cua VII cortients to _ them againe to God in ſer- 
vice,as part of thy Indentures made with him ; and 

as. an homage due, and an acknowledgement for 

ever,that ſuch a mercy was wonby prayer z and by 

this preſerveſt the memory of the receit of that 

mercy; for yvowes are of the nature of homage : 

and ſecondly, inthisalſoit is an-evidence, that the 

thing was obtained by prayer, in that God cals for 

| thoſe vowes from thee, by his ſpirit in thy heart, 

and ſtirres thee up to performe them ; it argues he 
inrelationtothy prayers anſwered, takesthemas 

dues from thee, thathe baying diſpatcht-thy ſuite, 


now cals for what was agreed to begiven him whe 
it ſhould be habe 71h 


doth accept thelethy yowes of thee, he acknow- 
- ledgeth that thy vowes and prayersare heard: as 


ad thirdly,in that alſo he 


: Maneah (aid inanothercale, If he mean te have de- 
ſtroyed us, he would not have acc 


epted 4 ſacrifice; (oin 


. #4413-23+ this calc it may bee (aid, if Godhad not heard thy 
| prayers,he would not have accepted | 
eb Paying-Thus David, Pſal.66.13,14 1wil 
p45 thee my vames,which my lips have vttered,and 
2790, ſpoken, when 1 was in my trouble ; the rea- 
ſonfollowes,v.17.19.becauſe that Yerily God hath 


\ +. beard megwhe 1 cried to himyds ſo Bliphas in 16h doth 


thy vowesaf- 


my 


theſe wo together, Job 23.27» 


- The ſhalt make thy prayer t0 him,c+ he ſhall berenhee, 
vowes : this which he ſpeakes 
ying his vowes, was not onely as it was tO 
-butalſo as a conſequent that would 


te vt eyes __ | 
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for his ſeopeistomove feb ronitne b0:God, ſhews 4 
ng whar 'benefit would accruero himby it, and. 
amongſt others this: The hearing his prayers,and®* 
performing his vowes. "0p 
5 Whenthouatrtinabled b y faith, toſceleetes yh 

ly Gods hand ſhewed forth; in +1 attaini 
mercy over and above' the power" © _—_ Gods ſole land 
caules, and roacknowledgeitto his glory ; forthe in SE 
truth is, 'one. maine cavilling reaſon-in our blinde Pens. 
hearts, whereby wears: y hundred and purby | 
from apprehending- our prayers to bee anſwered, 
when yet the thing is done, we ſhall findeto bee 
that our minde and eyes areterminated'and bow 
ded in ſecond) caules; :and:not raifed rofee Gods 
hand in the thing : therefore onthe cor ;/wheh 
Gedinablerh thee toſeethat'Godhehath onerhee 
this kindneſle, ſo as thy minde is cleere in it, that'ir 
is God rhirhathdoneit; Gods dna ooh andthe end 


— Donhed 
ainog of; _—_ 
you will hive in the | 
rallell with this rule is that other, which inane» .. _ 2,2 
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re treub ant 1 wil. deliver thee and thos ſhalt glorifie 
Cr Vl oc, Therefore whenrthec heart hath =. much 


| mercy,. with dependance before the obtai- 
,- afflg of it, and thenis enabled tocxalt God when 
» A itisobtained ;thenic is a fignethat God diditin re. 
1-1 lation to thy-prayer. For there is that connexion 
made betweenetheſe,as betweene the cauſe and the 
effec, 1 will heare thee, and thou ſhalt glorific me. D4- 
vid, when hewas delivered out of all his troubles, 
(as. whenhe made that18.P/al:he was, as appeares 
by the title of it) then at the 6. verſe;he ſheryes how 
hee had prayed, and how hee was heard zandlſce 
thereupon how his heart was enlarged to acknow- 
ledge Godaloneto have done all, in the ref of that 
Palme; ſo fromthe 29.andalſo fram the 31: vers 
When we ſee Angels from Gad, beyond the pow- 
er of {econd cauſes deſcending z it is a figne, thar 
prayers, as Angels ficſt afcended, and obtained 
1 that mercy. Thus ao the;Church Zſay 26. ha- 
$ ving obtained thoſedeliveratces by prayer,veri17- 
I (for which there. ſhe makes: that ſong by way of 
thankfulneſſe)ſhe aſcribes all unto-Ged, verſ. 124 
Thes haſt wrought all our workes forus, and verſe 18, 
# 4 wee have net wrought. any deliverance in the 
=, -— qi .-6 When with themercythere commeth the aflu- 
nn EDT 
dence come; , RED Gad ſents nota bare tokennbely; buta 
chat i zobcaie lO Withit,to beatewiitaeſſe df his ove; in-wÞthic 
ned by prayer. $0ken.js wrapte.. 1 aced not make: tharafighe ; for 
comeswith a metcy;,;it-garries its OWne 
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rovidence, comes as 1t were up of it ſelfe alone;; 


btiers, and maby vexations|:* The reaſon is, fof: 
what comes in by prayer comes as a bleſſing, an 
ſono ſorrow is added to it, andallo becauſe prayer 
killeth the inordinate luſts to a thing, which is the 
cauſe of yanity and vexation that" is-ift the things 
enjoyed. | But when the bleſſing of God maketh rich, 
hee addeth no ſorrow with it, Prov.10.22, Things 
long deferred, at laſt obtained by prayer, prove 
moſt comfortable, and ina fctled manner fuch'; 


trouble the heart was puttoin thedeferring, it is 
recompenced by the more ſ{etled conſtant immixt 
lwectneſſe in the enioying it; prayer having long 


"2 Laſtly,irwillbe evident by theevent3 things R "Ie" 
obrained by. prayer: have fewthornesinthem;the:; ng 2. 
Qurie is taken our, but what:comes but by ordinary 'By the cvene 


ind like the earth untilled, is full of thornes, and ** 


they prove ſtanding and ſtable blefſings ; and what 
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ings obtai-. 
y prayers 


prove.ceall and 
DabſFinercics 


perfumed it, and the thing being ſteepedtherein, _ 


proves exceeding pleaſant, So Prov.13.12H 
deferred, makes the heart fick , but when the defire 
comes, it is a tree of life, and heales thatficknefle, 
and comforts the heart: much. Thus 1/a«s found 
Rbekkab a greatbleſſing, & a comfortable witero 
him, Gex. 24. #{t, Such a comfort alſo was 144; 
to Abraham, Gew.17.18,19. A ſonne indeed, 4 fon 
of laughter, as his name fignifies, being a Joyto 
him: and ſuch was S«muel to Hanneh, the had-not 
onely a ſon of him, bur 2good fon, 4 blefſedſon, a 
Prophet, and the-Tudge of thepcople of G 00: 
whereas Zacob getting the bleſſing , but without 
payer, how-imbirtered was it to him,(though 4 
ng' to himinthe event) by twenty yeeres ba- 
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SeR. 1, 
The thing 
prayed for is 
not alyayes 
granted when 
yer the prayer 
{s heard, 


kt. I niſumenr:from his fathers houſe. when Tout 


——— 


themſelves ſer up a King,but nor by-2ve, as G 9 » 
ſayes,;what a puniſhment was he to them ? giveniy 
wrath,and takez away in anger : Ho. 13.11, | 
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Conſiderations to quiet the heart, andtobelpeit todiſ 
cerne an anſwer 10 and acceptation of theprajer when 
thething is not accompliſht. 


Ve now the next and more: difficult:-queſtion is, 
when the thing is not granted, how ſhall wee 
then diſcerne and know , that God doth'notwith» 
ſtanding hearethe prayer? | 
| Concerning which;I muſtpremiſe this,that it is. 
true, that alwaies the very thing it ſclfe defired is 
not granted, when yet the prayeris heard, Cnnisr 
prayed,the Cup might paſie from Him which though 
ſome interpret the word paſſing , for the ſhot 


 comntinuanceof the brunt, and that therefore inthat 


reſpec he was heard directly in what he asked: yet 
it ſo, why was that clauſe it be pofible, added;that 
argues his petition was for-a torall removall, yet 
with ſubjeion to Gods will, for hee knew there 
was no great -impoſſibility-inva ſhort removall of 
it : nay it was impoſſible but that it-ſhould paſle, 
Aets 2.24. but howſoever, it is plaine in Moſes, 
about his going into Canaan : Dexts 3. 26+ 1 bt- 
fought the Lord, ſayes he verſe 23. aud He was ang 
with me,and mould not fare mee: verſe 26, Likew _ 


The Retwrne of Prayers” 
xe I cometo reſolve the caſc, 'anobjcion is alſo | 
tobe remooved, which is; Caar,I® 
That if theſpirirof G 'o. Þ makeevery faighlt 
full prayer in us, Rome 8.26. it is ſaid Hee doth 
gt know uot what to pray for, but the ſpirit helpeth our XP 
infirmities, 8c. And he ſearcheth the deepe chives of 
Go», asitisfaid, 1 Cor. 2, Hee theretoreknow- "4 
ing that God will not grant ſuch a thing, you may 
therefore rthinke that hee ſhould not ſtirreupthe 
heart ro pray for ſuch a thing God meanestodeny, 
but alwayes guide the heart aright, and not let us 
erte or miſle in the things we pray for. To this, | 
this in briefe is to be ſaid by way of Anſwer. As chad 
1 That the ſpiritmakes not prayers in us, alwayes broth 
according to what Gods ſecrer will and foreknow. That though 
ledge is, but according to His revealed will-to us, —_— 
both in His Word, and in His providence,as things mind, and 
therein are preſented to us, 'and doclie beforeonr w—_ us 
view, and ſo not alwayes according to'what he fo,;yerihe 
meanesto doe,butaccording to what it is our duty ching prayed | 
to pray molt for : for hee concutres to athit ug oe nmey norbg 
jrey, as Hee doth.in preaching or uſing other ſuch | 
like meanes, and Ordinances, wherein though the 
(pirit knowes whom G o Þ meanes/to convert; 
whom not, yer Hee affiſts us Miniſters in-our ſpirits 
ofren times as much to preach to thoſe. Hee meanes 
got to Convert, as. to thoſe Hee meanes to con- 
vert: He dealing wich us therein according to what | 
Is our duty:,- not according} to. what is His des - ; 
cree. too 5:1 bo. 322919291 oa3re nog 4d at tres 
 Apaine, ſecondly, that phraſe helptsto anſwer 
bs, nemels whenHeis ſaid to helpe our infirmities, 
Wncherefare notcoarding co is qwacnaſi noe: 
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led e, dorh he frame aur prayers, but ſo, as He ay” 
Cit a, 1X, les His aſiſtanceto ourinfrme, weake, and ks 4 
+= 0x97 apprehenſions, and (tirres up defires-inust9 
- > Guchthings, as according to.our knowledge weare 
> 1nduty toconceive, and which by all weecan ſee, - 
by what is-afore us revealcd in His providence, 
thiake'to bee moſt for our good;and His glory, and 
God acccpts{uch deſeres as from.nc, but yctdub for 
#5 according tothe largenefle of His owne love. 
as And ſo.now to come to thecaſe' propounded, 
A miſtake to and therein unto helpes. to-pacific, -and direR the 
pray abſclurcly heart, about thoſe prayers; at which the things are 
for iuch blcſ- | | 
ines 23 27e nos NOT granted. | 
abſolutely pro- And firſt how-didſt thou frame that prayer for 
muſe that thing which is denyed thee £ Didſt thouproy 
| for it abſolutely; and peremptorily as ſimply belt 
forthee? thoumuſt notthen thinke much, ifſucha 
prayer bee denied, for therein thou weateſt beyond 
thy commiſſion: but ifthou didſt pray forit condi- 
tionally; and with an (if ) as Chrif did, if iy . 
' ſble: {which inſtance is-a ſtrong; ground fortuch 
kind of prayers) and, met my will, but thy will be dant, 
ſo,as thoudidfſt referre it unto, andtruſt Geas jucg: 
ment inthething, and not thine owne, onely di 
put him in mind as chy duty was, of what was Ie 
preſented tothee as beſt for thee inview,and {o left 
ww, Ttohimrocaſt, and didſt referreit to His will and 
when we are Waſedome : Then thy prayer may be moi fully an- 
denied wee are {wered/and:heard, and yetthe thing denycd, and 
toreitin Gods chou artto over, and take Gods meaningan 
belifo us and Mind revealed-intheeventinthebeſt ſenſe, which 
—_— way ſoeverirfalls; for otherwiſe,” C uz 1.57 had 
fend, = not becne heard, when yet, the Text ſaycs, Heine, 


EE ———. — 


I 


ww 4 


The "+ © 


g—— 
biard in all hee feared, Hebr..- Fo 7 27534 $ 
il Far? ys there were vo  eelereio; in Cope. 
that denyall; for :ſomegreatet turthtr:mercy, Thes cy be 
whercof that deniall was the foundation: toften- 
cites ſome great, erofle is prevemed, ... the denj- ſome gra” 
all of athing, WCWWCre uy if wehad =ey- - 
had many ofrqur TIE. 
it was 4 mercy to David gt 7 
away, for RO Ohlins EEE who | 
would have beene bura bins po pn on ok. gr Foa 
ſhame, le was alſo a 
was taken away, whom! fuely ehpioje ps ym 
for he loved hin much : who he badlived aniol 
nckeimas ne — 
Wig VEXANCE. g wy 
uelk ayes and is: 2. ation of - 
jo to.a worle So, [the deniallofa 
Godly mans projer- far his greater good, and is 
laidas a lenge 6:0 HURT * Anda- 
hewvery: .demiall beakes amans 

_—_—_ by nerer 0 God, pur hin 
on xrchigier hiowayes, andeſtate, or 

e500 redo egmille v 
lone ig a9 boneabe the 


poſe, i it dit not. > 26d 1has 5 wasthe:f 
ar pt ratign,gnd a ol 


throug þ 
a DT rerepidrd gk 
many meanes, and happily, prayer 5 amt wed 6 
A REITIEIIEE wa : ofig@;g1ia 'end 
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— 
end ſhee might cometo Chrift and have both body 
Griansl Ix at forte eaked de emoe 


«- Si 9" [>-# Obſerve; if zhers benota minor nl 
—_ be a tranſlation or turning of 'the thing defired into 
ding ſome other greaterblefling dchefame kinde: for 
7-2 51y God \ (af Wu es re- mercy- and trath u His 
ſome other pripts>i6th/Inaproovey'hasband} and lay ourthe 
berter of the OY f cheit prayers.co thebeſt adyan.” 
ame $90 rape, inthings, - whereby che greateſt returnes and 
nxytery or as old Jacobchanged his hands, 


OO RIEED S $0 
pretend take che younger o fin 


the thing we prayed for, and layesand pra eve: 
ere more for ores G 0» gi- 
wing Iſaartie power and priviledge tobleſſen ſon, 
hough 7 4 Hrnrended it For Wfany yet Ow ins 
Ns Pty way noeloter Then hit imorpwe 
the bleſſing'whs not loſt : Fhus 
for (ble ing oth ' upon (our ſelves- and others. 
Thereis \ Tiranſmurationt Never a friſiration 
of them : whiclvrnzy as'rrecly and direcly-becal- 
led"an anſwer rely prayere ' As.a fator 
Sea, Ne Fe eathnntat 
on pos more vendiblea 
ons, bei he theſareof 
things, 2 and the prices, ſends him overinſtead of 
them Tuch, as ſhall-ſelt better, and bringinmore 
profir't rity not heebe ſaidts anſwerhis leters? 
andthatberter; thenif he hadſenethoſe very con- 
modities heewwrit for © Thus Abrahams prayers for 


Tſhmael weretumed for Iſaae:Devide for the e Child 
405A,” [5 Cen 


4 Obſerve if wo endo ir whye 


—  ——- 


JIE I III SEAS enemy 
thee till according to the greand of thy prayer; 
that is;] {ee if that holyend, ener nk <4. pe rr GN are IY 
on, which- thong: hadſt in prayer; beaotinthe end God wfnrters 
fully ſatisfied, though nor inthething thou did **< g/0und of 


iefire: for God — ; ru cardinew,accors Farms 
dagtocho kingeyvbch chaptayerturasmponi Ga 
when-a'Genetall is ſonc oncwictiian Army; by. & 
King ora State, who give him many patticular dis 
rections, how to\ and diſpoſe, and manage 
che war;althoug vin mary particulars that f, nah 


wherein they could nor toteſce to iveſop 
& particulardicetions,befwerve in theditedtis 


ons, yet it he keepes to theintent of their'Commi. 


flion, and dpth whatis moſt adyantagiaus for their 
ad, he may beſaidcoktepetor bis Commiſſion; 

thonghrhe [verve from ir in wany particulars,' For 
25 they ſay of the Law, Mens legis off ex;the minde 
ofthe Law, is the Law, not the bare words it is 


printed ivſothe'Mc of Aves was raprayer 


km;8:27.and notiim 
in we ex (>a rp ney 9-4 nj 


ing, rhe intene, the ground of our prayers ſhall bee 
wered.' To 0 nthis.chemaincends,and mean 


an 
ings of ourhearts in ogr-ce quinn gn 


the Churches andour = 
fort and ha eels er irs aches at 


than lobich and ſpycth oat{ach aparticular 
W /nhich hen d(Geds glo> 
k protect od wittanfwerhin;ac 
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Ts avaIX; 


Na Lo tr will thatconva 
4” orderthar thatcomforrthy ſouledefired;thouſhale 


 &= tinde; this cannot! alwayes'be 


\ whichis the common deſire of allmankinde: and 
chow canſt have bur comfort; let the:thinghbe whit 
ghsittoitheez/and/TGodwilltake 


——————— | 99> ory it 
doth; thou canſbnot bur ſayithy.prayervare heard, 

For asGod' fulfils his promiſes; (0: he he hearespray» 
ers, there” isthe:fametcaſotiof both : now-Go » 
hath promiſed, He that leaues. Father avd Mother, 


ſhall 6 Wy 7 Oy 32. IE 


hundred Pathers hee cannot; have, | Godfulfils it 
not therefore alwayesinthe.ſame kinde, butyetia 
ſome other things, which. ſhall bee axe hana 

hamdt Fathers wouldheotb dee Let: & 
' | Moſes hee prayes into Cancer, G 

abſwers:the nd och proper, hou though notin the 
matter in melt and deſtred,and that bath for 
Moſes his comfortand his owneglaty; for he takey 
him'up to heaven, | the true Capacy, whereofthat 
Canaan was but a type, and hee: appoints Lftuaa 
pon pr AE te comming.on intotheworld 
and :ofie:w Moſes himſelte haditurored.and 


bravghd ; \nnd was hi ſervantandatten- | 
Aa, _— Haw —_ — 
= ; fr os = th os Thr 

Wa IST us, WHIC W 
(Etch Moeraarhe ty _ 


png he Gli, CERN _ 
Pr ers wn Yo bglbons 
' ought 


PLA © 
- : 4 
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'brougup by bim, and had allfrom him, that he 


__ 


was the man thoutd d6 jr, was well-nigh as great an CnariIX | 
honour to Moſer asit he had beenthe leader him- 

eife. Andſo Devid, when he deſired tobuildthe 

Temple ;and an'kouſe to God, forthe like reaſons 
Goadenyedir, buryer honoured him to prepatertht 

materialls and ro draw the patterne, and in tharhis 

Soanedid it, - who was therein alſ6thefiketype of 

Can 1s r, being a Prince of | peace; but Davida 
man of bloud and warre: and Ifkewiſe Godaccepted 

this of Dawrd, as if he had butltit;and will recom- 

pence him as much:. 

. 5  Obſerve,if inthe thing which thou haſt prayed $e8.'5; 
much about. though ir be denicd thee, yer if God Sinden 
doth not endeavour to givethee(asT may ſoſpeak) owe 

all ſatisfaRionthat may be, even a$if he were tcn- yecldes far in. 
der of denying thee ; and therefore doth mach in it ens 
forthy prayers fake, the concluſion proves childe. © 
otherwiſe, as being againſt ſome other purpoſeof © © +? 
kis, for ſome. -ends: Ag when he AMo- 
ſertogoe imcothe Land of Caxeay, hee didit with _ + 
much reſpe&(as I mayo ſpeake, withrevyerence) - 


"EE EE” 


to Moſes : he as faras might be; forhitlet .. 
him leade them, rill he ſhould comero the very 


borders ; and he tet him ſeethatgood Land, carry- 
ing bim uptoan hill, and(as ws A by a 
ethis worke; was 


"| The Returne of Prayers. 
1 haveheard thee, and 1 have ble(ſed "Tr 1 will 
make him fruitful, and multiply him exceedingly and 
he ſhall beget twelve Princes; but my covenant, I will 
eſtabliſh that with Iſaac. 'S6 likewiſe; when 1 in 
caſting that thing, chou didſt ſecke athis hands, 
/ whea he ſhewes anextraor ' handintru 

it; it is a figne hee had a reſp 2co thee, that hee 
would vouchſafe to —* cham his hand ſo much in 
ic, lerthething fall which way it will which thou 
haſt prayed for. if Gods hand appeare muchini, 
gg mayeſt comforrably'conclude, that thereis 
ſome great —_ in it , and that prayer did that 
 maiiracleinit, to iſpoſe i itſo;andrhar there is ſome - 

- great reaſon, why - den yesthee; and y et ſhewes 

bis a a reſpettothy > vs. 159 heis pleaſed 
iſcover {0 extraordinary - a' providence a- 
| Ga it. 
«Relt. p. Laſtly,looke into tdeekeRtol that deniall upon 
Obſerve the 


efF:as that thine owne heart ; 
' denials have I: Ifr 


by. we we 


Crap, IX 


as, - 
inlarged to acknowladue on, 
- 5 28... a prc-4 and righteous in hisdealiogs withthee, 
EE og Thank 
owledge ' nying thee, weo 1ne$expr . 
"ha Fg themſelves in their-prayers: thac'Pſal, 22, 
KC} iy ty typically made of Chriſt; yeras it was per 
4: 1 


avid, and as it may concernehis perſon, 
1 Ga pioſiencs or this, cry in the dey 
$pow Weareſt wor ;this have made him 
3 but ſayes:he, Thou art holy, vs 
& now with me in an holy manner = 
hw, = fo _—_ 
dye we uh 
66 ane 4 wes Og 
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put a man off, when he ſhall thinke,othersarcheard, 


and not I z bur icputs not him off, but humbles 
him, 1 a4 worme, &c, And Thow art holy. 
2 If God fill thy heart with an holy content. 


Cuar,IN 
Secandly, if 


God fill the || - 


ment inthe deniall; if he ſpeake tothy- heart, as he pear with a 


did co Moſes, when he denied him, Dex#. 3. Let it holy contetes! | 


ſoffice thee z and if as to S, Pavl, when hewas (0 
carneſt about removing that buffering; if thou ger» 
teſt but ſuch an anſwer as thatto him, Ay grace is 
ſufficient ; or that ſome ſuch confiderationis dropt 
in that ſtaycs thee : it was theeffet of Davids 1e- 


ment nine 
niall.@ 0 47 


ven dayes faſting, that he did ſo contentedly'beare ' 


thelolle efthe childe, which his ſeryancs thought 
would have overwhelmed him, 2 Sam. 12-19.20, 
o In 9. ee mv roptin, yr was 
the fruit of his prayer, That be ſhould eve to him, not 
bee returue res vgrne his-minde'was comforted 
thezeby ;in ſo much; asitis ſaid, verſe /24+ That he 
comforted Bathſhebs alſo. 


that HE yo caſt and ordered all for the beſt, bl 
when denied, , 


though hee hath denied thee, and alchoough thon 
leeſt no reaſon , but that the thing prayed for, 
would have beene forthe beſt, yet aft thankfull up- 
0 the; of it; par of faith'refſting in Gods 
judgement init, As-D«vid, inall thoſetoremen- 
tioned places was, Thow art holy; that inhabiteſt the 


| Praſes of iſrael; 
vid before hed: | 
for! thechilde, aroſe, And went fr Into the Tem- 
Pleand worſtipped. 2.Sam12.20-and what worſhip 
ut was, appcatcs by his avo;mting himſelfe & chang- 
ing bis; #ajmeaityhich' 


was. iatoken-of rejoycing 


Fg 


he ſes.God for all this : Ds- - 
ned, when his ſeven dayes faſting” 


—_ ; 
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and thankes, and it fell. out to him according tohis 
Crap. IX, faith, for preſently after, Salomon was dented; 
VEer +2 4+ | | 
Seft. 4. f thou canſt pray ſtill and giveſtnot over,” al- 
ny + ang though thou ſtandeſt for wlevcilt which thou mil 
| ed; forconiis {eſt 3 if yhen thou haſt mercics granted, thou fea- 
ſill ro ; 
Cyiar ackire reſt moſt; and when denied, lovelt moſt, and art 
things, — QoOt IR. 5006 prayers are heard, Pſal.80:2., 
Though' God ſeemed angry with their prayers, yet 
they pray, and expoſtulate with him, and give not 
over, for they madethar /Pſalme as a prayer, How 
long wilt thou be angry againſt the prayer of thy = 
ple. So Pſal.44.17. Though we are caſt among Dra- 
g0ns yet we have wot beene falſe inthy Covenant, So 
{ay thou, I will pray ſtull, though I never have-an 
anſwer in this life, It: movesingenious to 
ſee mea cake repulſes: and: demals well,” which 
proud perſons will not doe ; and ſoitmoves God. 
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Application : A reproofe th that pray,but 
. looke net afytr the returneof is 9 a The cal 
les of this eghe@, | | 


—* » aa .reprove thoſe, whoputu ers, and are 
* Pray, IG bh in begging , but, ooke hor after rived 


coraterthe when they have:done, no- more than if they had 
rihe | e than if they ha 

projery: "© ot prayed: who 4ll venture, and have agreat 

ſtock. of prayers going, but looke not after the re- 

turaes that are made,-caſt not up.cheir commitgs 
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in and gainings by praycts, and when they have 
prayed, {it downe dilcouraged g as not making ac- 
count 10 carnelt that ever they ſhall heare of their 
prayers againe, Cvcn as if they had beene but as 
words Calt away : 4s beating the ayre ; 4s bread 
tult upon the waters,which (incks os is carried away, 
and they finde it no more: but herein youdeſpiſe 
Goas Ordinance, and erre, net knowing the power 
of projers z and yee contemae the Lord , but you 
will lay as they inthe Prophet ſaid, Whereim doe we 
in this contemne him? Why, -if you asktaman a 
queſtion, and when you had done did turne your 
back upon him ; as ſcoffing Pilateaskt in ſcorne of 
Chriſt, bat & truth? but would not ſtay for an att- 
{wer, did you not contemnehim * as not to anſwer 
when a queiigs is asked you, is contempt z {o.not 
to regar 

earneſt in begging,is nolefle contempt alſo: if you 
had writ letters to a very friend about important 
bulineſſe, and had. carneſtly ſolicited bim for an 
anſwer,8 he were carefull in due time toſcnd one, 
if wee ſhould make account to heare of him no 
more ; ſhould we not wrong him.in our thoughts? 
Or if hedid write, if we ſhould not.vouchlateto 
weade over his anſwer, were it not a contempt of 
him? ſo is it here, when you have beene carneſt wich 
God for bleſſings, and regard notthe anſwer : and 
becauſe verily this isa fault amongſt us, L will ther- 
fore -endeavonr to diſcover to youthe cauſes and 


the anſwer made, when you have beene. 


The cauſes- of * | 
this negleQs A 


are of ro 


diſcourageinents, which though they keepe you for 


not from praying, ye from this earneſt expeRatt- 
on, and coal andirms making account'to have an« 


livers of:yonrprayers z onely my. {cope is, oe 50 


| 
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want of aſlu- 
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ſhew you ſo much the reaſons, why God denyes 
you' many requeſts, as why even in your owne 
hearts you arediſcouraged atter you have prayed, 
as if they would not be anſwered, although God 
doth anſwer them. Theſe diſcouragements are 
partly temptations, partly fintull impediments, 
wherein we are more faulty, 

x Becauſe your aſſurance that your perſons are 


rance that your accepted, is weake ; therefore your confidence that 


perſons are not 
accepted, bce- 
cauſe your 


your prayers are heard, isweake alſo : For as God 
doth firſt accept the perſon, and then ourprayers; 


prayersare not ſq the. beliefe that God doth accept our perſons is 


that which alſo upholds our hearts in confidence 
that our prayers ſhall bee granted : this you may 
finde in110by5.13,14,15, Firſt, inthe 13. Yerſe 
he ſayes. Theſe things have 1 written to you, that ye 
may know you bave eternali life : and upon that aſſu- 
rance this will follow, Yerſ: 14,15+ And this is the 
confidence that w? have in him,that if we ask any thite 
according to his will he heares us, &c. And if we know 
he heares us, we know we have the petitions we deſired = 
of him + marke how he linkes theſe three together, 
as effeRs and conſequences each of| other, Theſe 
things Iwrite unto you, that you may be aſſured, that 
life and heaven/is yours, as in 12. and 13: Verſes. 
and upon that 2. this confidence will follow in 
mon hearts, That God heares you, that is, that you 

ve his cares opento you, and heartenlarged to- 
wards you: and then 3. if you be aſſured that God 
heares you,then from this wil follow anaſſurance, 
that You ſhall have any thing granted you defire; yea, 
and he makes this one of the maine andiimmediate 


effes. of. allurance, of btiaarjony toherdfere 
"i e2 
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he ſayes, this is the confidence that we have in him ; 4 
that is, this effe& there is of this confidence; for CuariN, 
whereas-they might ſay, what benefit will accrue 
to us by this aſſurance 2 why this ſayes he, which 
is one of the greatand maine priviledges of a Chris 
ſtian, even aſſurance that God will heare him 
and not- ofiely fo, but/graht him. all his prayes. 
And he. may- have that confidence in him, thathe 
will; tor- whena man is afſured God hathgiven 
him his Son, he will then cafily. be induced to be» 
Iceve and expect, How ſhall he not with him give mas 
all things ? Rom+8.32. If once he lookes upott God 
as a Father, hee will,then eaſily . conceive that 
which Chriſt ſayes, 1f Fathers that are evil can 
ive good things to their Children, how 'much more 
ul not your Father, give his ſpirit, & all good things 
to. them. that aske them : and if hegave his Sonne, 
when we did not pray to him;how much more (hal 
he not with him-give us all things we pray for * If 
a man comes to {ue toany man of whom he knew 
not whether he loved him or not, he would have 
ſmall hope orexpeRationof having his ſuite gran- 
ted, though he came againe and againe ; but it hee 
be aſſured be is in favour with him, accordiag-to 
the degree: of. favour , he ſuppoſerh himſelte to 
Rang in with him, be is alured and confideat ok 
0 tal hist ueſt, | or ; 

2 v1" Gab>; + wa is the weakeneſle of theix p or —_— 
prayers : though a manthinkes his perl ONAS ACCep- praycrs: which 
ted, yeralas ſayeshe, my prayersareſopoore and os _—_— W" 
weake, as ſurely God will never regard thew. To Y 
remove which, let me firſt agke theethisqueſtion: =* y 


Docſt thou pray wichall thy mighe,* then chough 4 


W 
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that thy might bee weake inirfſelfe, and inthine 
owne apprehenſion ſuch, yer becauſe-it is allche 
might which thou haſt, and which grace hath in 
thee, it ſhall be accepted. For God accepts according 
towhat aman hath, 2.Cor.8. 12+ and not according to 
that hee hath not. 

. 2+ Thouart to conſider that God doth not heare 
thee for thy praiers ſake, though not withouttheny; 
bat for his names ſake, and his ſonnes ſake, and be. 
cauſethou art his child , as the mother when her 
child cries (ſuppoſCc'it bee a weake child) dothnot 
negleRto heare and relieveit z becauſe it doth cry 
more lowder,but tenders it becaulc it cries,and pit- 
ties it the more the weaker it 1s. 

3- 'Againe , though the performance init ſelfe 
bee weake, yet conſidered as aprayer, it may bee 
ſtrong, becauſe a weake prayer may fer the ſtrong 
Goda workezas faith for thea& of ir, as produced 
by us may be weake, yet becauſeits objeRis Chriſt, 
thereforeit juſtifies, ſo is it inprayer ; it prevailes 
not, becauſe of the performaunce it ſelte, but be- 
cauſe of the name, which itis put up in,even Chriſts 
»ame, and therefore as a-weake faith/juſtifies ,'{o a 
weake prayer prevailes as well as a ſtronger; and 
both for the like reaſon in both, for faich attributes 
all ro GOD, and ſo doth prayer, for as faiths 
meerely a receiving grace, ſo prayer a begging 
grace, and therefore doſt thou rhinke thy prayers 
are accepted at all, notwithſtanding their weake- 
nes*-if that they are accepted , thenthey muſt bee 


, accepted as prayers, now if they bee accepted as 


| him to graunt the thing you aske ;forif hee ſhould 


prayers,thenas effeftuall motives to prevaile with 


nor 
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oracceptthem totharend, forwhichthey were 
ordained , itis asif he accepted them not'at all;Ag 
therefore when heappraves: ofiatiy mans faith as 
true and ſincere, hee approves and accepts-of it to 
that purpoſe, for which it wasordained, which is 
tolave and uſtifie, andtothisenddoth as fully ac- 
cep. the weakeſt act of faith, as the ſtrongeſt ; fo' is 
t with the prayers, which being ordayned- as a 
meansto obrainemercies from him, if hee acce q 
them at all, 46 1s with relation to the I 
ment of them , -whichis their end. | 
4. Men are miſtaken in judging of the weakenes 
V- prayers , they judge of the-weakenes of their 
prayers by their expreſſions , and gifts.in-perfor- 
ming them, or by the Rirriog and tis of af+ 
kQions , whereas the ſtrength and vigorof pray- 
r ſhould {bee eſtimared from thefaith, the finceri- 
tie, the obedience, the deſires expreſt in ir: As it is 
not the lowdnelle of; a, 
weight and holyneſſe of the matter, andpirit'of 
the Preacher, ha movesawiſe, and an intelligent 
heater; ſo not gifts, but graces in prayers are they 
that move the; (pb ahcikrengthot piayer lies not 
in words, but inghat- ir is fired co. 
0d, one prayer j$.00t more 
furher theres. ſo framed 2s it vary wr 
God moreg 1g606 it i kr hady 


an Orgour = x prpertmene GJ culdmons 


,wich 


thenanother, 
ror ee 


Ph God, 


is the | 


eachers yoice;; .but:the - 


Us facher:tweo words of a child humbled;and cry- | 


 Cuar, X/ 


> TheRewnd Pays. 
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NE CEE EEO 
Ca ons; for the groenes there are{aidto be wautresab/, | ll | 
P47, ** Heetchiahrexprefſions were ſo tude and'brokwen : Ml | 
thac hce ſayes, Bſa3::38-14-thar hee did but ch. 
ter, hce being then ficke,even s 8 crane, yet GOD 
A thirddi beylings of 
3-So often third diſcouragement is faylings of anſwers : 
w_— coi I have prayed oftenand long, and I havebeene ſel. 
iwered byg. dome orneveranſwered , and therefore I make lit. 
things. . rleaccount ofmy prayers, that they are heard : 0- 
thers have the revenewes of your prayers comming 
- in, but Idoe miſle wharſoever almoſt T ſtand for; 
therefore ſay they as thoſe , why have wee faſted , 
and thou regardeſt it u#t : Iſay 58. 3. 
Toremoverthis conſider, x. that thou haſt the 
more reaſon to waite, for thou haſt the more 
an{weresto come zfor as wicked men treaſure up 
wrath, {odoegodly men mercy, and efpecially by 
theirprayers, andthereforemercies, andanfweres 
<7 cotne-thicke together, even as afflitions 
Ode... TILE] £40 ; | 
Suppoſe thow haſt few anſweres, concerningth 


e 
thing thou ſeekeſtfor emer y wins pre forthy 


ſelfe or others, yet ehy viward is with the Lord, It s 
IN praying as i jamanmiy preachfaich- 


y.mnanys yeere,/and yet notconvert aſoule,and 
yet a. man/is not ro giveovet'waiting, buttoob- 
ſerve afterevery. Sermon what good is done , and 
whether God will give men tepentance, -a$ it is,2- 
Tiwa.z5, Andifnonebee converted , 'yets 
þ Tas mans reward is with the Lord: mi 
dabour: 1 | ious 10 the ſuettife 


travel for Crap, XJ 
Pie Lo | 
3 


My 
won him as long 4s 1 live : . 44 1s nom_ ſomuch 
25 to beable ro ſay, well, I have prayed thus long, 
and for theſe many tags, and never fped, and yes 
[ will call upon him whilſt 1 live, though I find no 


aalwere in this life, to find commings in, in atrade, 

1nd then to hold out trading till , is not fomuch- 

oxxulacieia $0098 cally 20 vim papa bak 

ets and caſtings behind hand,” and yet to fot- 
Wits | 


 Goduſualy tayes(o longchat wee have dons + 
ec 


ing, Luk, 18.8. The Ele cry day and night, 
but God ſtayes ſo long, ver. 7-that when hee comes 
lue finds not faith, they have done ling, have 
forgot their prayers, andthgn bee doth things ,, they Ily 64; 


ed not for. 


. py. 
UC 3, 


ox 
| when wee doenotputto ©£« 
all and then no wander, wee $1lothfulnes in 


figidd rogat 5 docet nes! . 
dinafuite, tea»: 
it weſceoncice» 


. _— 
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Cnav, X; 


The Retarne of Prayers: © 


ſollicitous ts denic him ; bur thinke hee will bee 


eafily put off, atd not thinke much 3 ſo accordingly: 
wherr wee ſhall obferve ſo much by ourſelves, and 


ſee ourſelves lothfull in praying, and praying «s 


if wee prayed not , no wonder if by reaſon of that 
conſciouſheſſe, wee looke not after the ſucceſſe of 
ſuch prayers, which inthe ren wee ſligh« 
ted, when wee prayed as if wee cared not whether 
wee were heard ; when wee pray', as if wee were 
willing to be denyed, wee knowing that the Scrip- 
ture ſayes, that the fervent prayer onely prevailer, 
that prayer which is irgpyvuim, that ſers all the fa- 
culties on worke. 1ames 5.16, We cannot expe 
God ſhould graunt any good thing to us, which 
wee earneſtly doe not deſire, for though God ſells 
nothing to us for our prayers, but gives freely; yet 
hee would haye his gifts accepted: now without 
large deſires; arid longitigs they would not bee ac- 
cepted”: ahd whit is fervent prayer, but the expref- 
fionof ſuch fervent deſires? 7acob wreFled when hee 


obtained : many ſecke to enter , ſayes: Chriit, but 


J0u/mu# ſtrive, Now when wee know theſe 


©- - © things; and yet are ſlothfull; how cart wee expe@ 


-atiy anſwers at all * will not the conſciouſneſſeof 


It quell all our expe&ations 2 and hence it comes 
to paſle that God proporti oning| his dealings-with 


- u&'to our prayers, becauſe we ſeereto pray , and 
© yerpraynst Oppoſe , therefore God hee ſome- 


times ſeemes like one aſleepe ;and then ſometimes 
to wake,and'make faire offers to help; and yet 
ſeemes as it wereto fall aſlcep againe, becauſe wee. 
were thus drowly'in our pray: ;tholeprayers 


tx awaken God, muſt a : Thoſe prayers 


”* tl. > 
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 OORDCICA 
chat ſtirre G © v, muſt firſt firre us to lay hold on 
6G 0 » as 1ſ#«b ſpeakes: mona 
ferh and aſſurance, {6 fervency 

confidence of being heard. gr al all other the things 
lothfulneſſe doth diſcourage and weaken —_ 
tion, doth any man expe@ that riches ſhould come 
om him when he doth his buſineſle negligently® 
firit s the diligent hand that maketh rich doth any 
man expect a crop and aharvelt, it hee'takes noc 
paines to plow, and ſowe,and threſh his Corne* na 
more if you doe not take paines with your hearts 
In cs can you cape an anſwer or indeede 
will you; © 


perro 
delires ſtirred vp afterthe:things ra bee obcained, ,, 
oy of fp at wee ſhall obtainethem ;asifa 
that hath a ficke ſervant, - hee Sing 
commanding him to take wares 'Pr. yckers 
cure.him, which his man takes indeed ets 
commanded and preſcribed by. his Maſter as hee 
obeyes himin other bufineſſes, but not becauſe hee 
teeles the neede of phyſicke, cher aslooking atit 
52 meanes, or as that which will have any worke 


won him te cure him.. Thus doe moſt in theworid 


p9to God, take' prayeras & prefcroptioy: 
notas ks co _ but ast04 Mas: 


 NOLaSto's Faber, 


The Returne of Priyets, 


, Cars Xt 


02 Cauſe: finfull dſcomagementherinis ook: 22 Ding 
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36 The Ratiree of Priya] 


— 
which wee had in afy bubideſſe, if I performe 
Par. X. Ondinance(but asa dacychenLeeftthertand exper 

no-furcher: as. if a man preacheth for filthy lucre 
onely, hee performts his duty /butlookesnot after 
any othereff:&,- of his Sermons after, ſonor will 
men doe after their prayers, when they performe 
them as duties onely. Now tohelpeyou inthis, 
 ___ _ yauareto looketotwothifgs inpreyer. - Birſttoa 
A direvion- command from dvd, Secondlyrothepromiſeof 
be look: & in God, and to confider itina double relation, firſt as 
praying. 2 duty inreſpe& tothe \Commenad, [ccondly as a 
Avpromiſe. Meanestoobtaine or procure bleſſings at Gods hand 
_ = inrelationto His promiſe: therefore in prayer, firſt 
ana of obedience; ſecondly an ad of faith ito 
beexerciſed, aske in faith nothing wevering, tom. 1, 
Now the moſtinthe world pertormeitasanatof 
-.--z; Obedience onely; :and '{o reſt inthepreſent perfor- 
:-.: mance: andlacceptation bf it; : butif a manpreyia 
faith, he willpray withatreyeto the promiſes; and 
e on prayer as'a meanes fortime tocometo 0b- 
minefuch mercy at Gods hands, arid if ſo,then hee 
rs norſatisfied all hehathananſwtrofhhis projers, 
and til-cherwill wait, '\as the Church ſayes,- Shee 

would wait till He arifeandpleadetir cauſe, 
3 Diſcourgg-. A third finfull diſcouragement is | 
felling eG bogyngs 18 for 
paine afrer ſome.mercy; -agd viferh fub ofqnuich c | 


fo 


grajing,  thathisprgyersare heard, and ſos while hewalkes, 
jo ling into ey orgy ny or erent 

$ his prayers (as hethinks,Jandcallsthem backe 

29aine, _ A the Fr 2 ,hichis 


| ,meetesus'n were winh 
Gras: meſſenger, iand cauſcrhit torcrutnero heaven 
| 4 | $S | againcs 


The Rturaeaf Prajets, = 


ygainc, How often when Gad bath granted peri: 
| Q ' 4 TT 
000, ad rhe .deerer-15 comming . the CHa96 Xo 


grant i$ newly written, and-the (ealea ſetting toir; 


but ana of treaſqni ecne; | ſtopsir 
EEE 
| r gram” | ' wri 

np. in theminde, whichquells vurkopes 
of it, and then wee looke no moreafter our pray- 
”; 3; andthis eſpecially if when weewerea ſinning, 
ſuch athought camein, (as often it doth to reſtraine 
us) are you not in dependance upon G © » for 
ſuch a mercy, and have Prayed for it, and are 
faire forit, hon then dare you doe this, and ftnne 
zpainſt him £ when in this caſe the heartgocs on, 
this blots all the prayer newly made, and diſcou- 
rageth a man; for ſayth the conſcience, will God 
heare ſinners, as they layd ? And thus farreitistrue 
that inning thus betweene proying and obtaining 
aterrupts and hinders the obtaining our petitions z 
that anſwerablyaswe doetbus daſhand betray The anfree 
a4 mdoe our prayers, ſo ina proportion, inthe 4. . 
way to our obtayning the thing we prayed for, we 

find lomany rubbes alſo and difficulties to ariſe; 

for as Neely blokes in Gods way comming tow- 

&ds Sto do ts $00d,(o he in ours : therefore often 

when a buſinelf: goes proſperouſly on, and wee 

thinke wee ſhall carry ir, comes ſome accident be- 

tweene the cup and the lippe, that caſts all behinde 


6 z, av 76 had prayee,and were encouraged 
and in good hopes, then by ſome ſ6nne or other we 


poyld all, and bereaved our ſelves of our expetta- 
G4  . tion 
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i0n,: buryerthis you areto-conſider, that aint 
tion, DUTY ETTRS yOu Are to z hat as int 

Onane Xe end projing uſerh to overcome fancin Code Ol: 
dren, ſoalſo Grd overcomes difficulties, and bringy 
the matter to paſſcinthe end; and know iris not 
ſuns paſt lomuch CY &s of Gods 
people, asthe preſent unfirneſle and indiſpolition of 
their hearts for mercy. 
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9» Tidings of Peace, 
bee brought in by Cunt 5 r, till whenthis Pro- 


phecy othermee bod bus Apogee god Benders 
pear LOTMNUGR-OUT i glory or 
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tc proſperity, or 4/0 
PE rely, Gent ng pe 
Gaypag ep ven Bge: 
kinde of peace was ſpecially promiſed by the 
het Bb tothepeople arthelt refiſcne i of 
aptivity, bothin 7 Eels from'20. tothe 
cd, and Iſaiah rb ear Own _— 
ere -being'm token 
the light of /Geds countenance long cene 
during the Captivity, tanidn from a Ordinan- 
ces of the Temple, andſo they hung up their herpes 
mourning, and their «ho#ghts wee: % if God had 


meant to deſtroy thems, Jer. 29.111 who afterwards 
were refreſhed with inward peace,at the reſtauration 
pores wellas with ourward, as by thoſe e places 


APPCAre. = | 
In theſe words you hays a die ery | Godi 
orery oh rea P I 
war with a, Prong as. 04 ER 


: 


1 Yauſce that that ſometimes God duh bir] peake peace 
to Hic owne Children. This was theit 
preſent, when this Pſalme was peaned: He ove 
pocce, thereforeat pr Hee did not; yea, —_ 
ancline us to thinke- that God at.preſeat £ 


pakethe 
contrary: for the { his by jf&#6 
opt ſens, and Ag p Jon 


** Go ſametinerdoth na ſake peace 
nothing butanger,and bloud, and war in His looks, 


and ſpeeches and ations ; candto threatenand pro«. 
claime warre:and take up Armes; Andthus God of<-! 
ten deales with his owne Children, whether apeo< 


ple or a particular. man : fo with a nation, Eſa.63. 
io. They'rebelled, and He fought againſt them : {0 
with a partieularman.:God frowned 
his Child Zphrains,"ſpake bitter t 
(it is the phraſe uſt 


fere, 31. 20.) though yer 


Ephraim is my pleaſant.Childſayes he : David had 
not agood word from him a'leng time; Pſad.5 1.8. : 


Make mee to heare againe of joy and gladneſſe; and 
Pal. 50. 7. Heare bly my people,and 1 will ſpeake, but 
not againſt'them they might hope, becauſe Hee 
ownes\them for His op heare ob Iſrael, aud 1 
will efbifie againſt thee: and yetit followes, 1 ans the 
Lord thy God. lob ſayes, he didnotſpeake onely a- 
gainſt him, but wrote bitter (things, hee wroteas it: 


over-in his Conſcience the finnes of his youth nr 
letters of - bloud, and wrath and terrors for: 
them. 


they being His people, which is the ſecond thing that! 
io nimred, 7 may bee obſerved out of thele 
words, namely, the reaſon, or mooving caule pro-' 
voking God thus to interrupt the peace of His peo». 
ple : they had fallen incoſome grolle falyorother,, 
ſome finfull inordinate diſpoſitions had been indul-; 


ped unto, and nouriſhed in them, which-is uſually,” 


though not alwayes the cauſe of this his dealing : 
thisivevident by this thatthe conclufion oftheir 


peace, when iris made up againehath this claule,25 


andrated: 
bogs agaiof Hime; 


were bookes againſt him, 196 13-26. hee writingy | 


Theremuſt needs bee ſome great reaſonfor this, 05ſers, = f 
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94- _T - Jydings of Peace, \. 49533 
_ _ article of mmwprry > {norenn/ap es 
that they retwrne no more tot implying t 
had formerly runne out. into ſome- i lin ma 
whichto reduce them from, G o Þ had tooke up 
armes againſt them, and thereby taughtthem wiſe- 
dome to take heed of looſing, and then buying 
peace at ſo deare a rate againe. : Andindeed allthe 
quarrells, that G o D \againſt a Nation, a 
particular place,orperſon,that belongs to him,doe 
begin there ; They rebeled, and He fought againſt 
chem, Eſ4. 63.8, Fartheiniquity of his covetoul- 
neſle I was wrath, 1/.:57, 
Thereaſonis, for is out of love as well as 
hatred, which therefore he expreſſeththough with 
griefe, he ſhould bee put toquarrell withthoſe,hee 
hath-ſct himſelfe to love .; And'as wicked men, 
who hee alwayes hates, may out ofhispatience 
have a truce ; ſo on the contrary, with hisowne, 
G © »- may take up-a quarrell, yet: Hee loves 
orgy nr themwitheverlafting kind- 


" Ex The Y ſes of both aretheſe. 
, 9**\ v x AspeacewithGod-is deareto you, 'ſo to take 
K heed of turning unto folly : Onely rake thisadver- 
tiſement, "that they arcnot meerefollyesor ign0* 
-rances that do interrupt or breake thepeace ; Asit 
1s not {imply the outrage of ſome Pirars that will 
cauſe two Statesat peace to enter into. a war, unles 
. tharStateconlent totheiraQ, and maintainethem 
in-their rapine : Soit is not ſimply therifing of 
luſts that warre in owr members againſt the Law of the 
minde,that breake the peace berweene Godand us, 
unleſſethey beapprooved of, and conſcnted unto; 
© nouriſhed, 


eo Conſeienes Difireſell "hg 


nouriſhed,and maintained with ſome preſumprion; 


whilſt wee maintaine, and take up a conſtant fighe 
againſt Go» $ encmics in us,” and difavow the - 
outragious rifiogs of our luſts, thepeace may hold 
and often doth; for whilſt wearenorarpeace with 
ſin, Ged may be at peace with us,and ourSpirits;bur 
ſo much-peaceas we give them, ſomuchwarre God 
takes up» | 
The ſecond Yſe is : Doth God rake up quarrells 
againſt His owne?chen upon any breach made,goe 
forch to mecte Him : Ir is S4#nt Pauls exhortation, 
not #0 les the Sunne goe downe upon thy wrath, but to 
reconcilethy ſelfe ere night, withrhy offended bro. 
ther z bueIcurne the exhortation. Tet uot the Summe 
goe downe upon Gods wrath towards thee z but every 
day make and renew thy peace with God, ererhou 
par 7m that as _ ſayes, thow mayel lye downe 
epe in peace, Pſains. 4. 8. | 
k Thethird Fe - If the peace of Gods own people 7/e 3n 
bee thus oftentimes interrupted, who yet are#he 
Sonnes of peace : Luk. 10, what wrathis reſerved * © 
for the children of diſobedience, and open Rebells, Byheſcy. ®. 
that are children of wrath ? becauſe: we, . 
there 5s ns peace #0 the wicked, ſayes my God, Efa.57. 
God is 4 preparing 42 thee, whoever thou art, 
harwoet anjlnfins: if thou tuyne not, Pſal,7.1 LY 
thoware preſt for hell, and art thither bond, to en- 
counter with the wrath ofthe great. God! and there 
had, there is no diſcharge is 
Beeleſe 8.8; ND 
(never 


/# 


956 Go odly can ſprake peace: | 
'peace,who never apprehended God and yourſelves 
ar « | 


Obſerv. 3: The thirdthing to bee obſerved out of the Text 
is this ; That when the Child of God wants peace, hee 
can have no peace till God ſpeakeit ; God mult ſpeake 

 peace,if ever his people have it : therefore ſayes he 

' heere, 1 will beare what God will ſpeake ;, hee ſpeakes 

in oppoſition tothe voyce of man, and thehelpe of 
ſecondcaules, and of all meanes whatever, intime 

of diſtreſſe, which of themſelves can doe no 

ood. ” | 

Reaſon 1 : Reaſonfirſt : Becauſe God isthe King of af the 
world.the Soveraigne Lord of all. Now trearyes of 

warreand peace are the ſolc prerogativeof Kings, 

and of them alone : they. may conſult with their 

ſubjeRts about eſtabliſhing good Lawes, as they 

ule to doe, &c, but the proclaiming Warreand 

peace with forreigne States, they have ever heldin 
rheir-owne and ſodoth-G'o Þ who isthe 


King of Kings, * | | 
S-condly, becauſe Godis the Iudge of all the 
World and the party offended, atwhoſe ſuite all 
arreſts and controverſies doe come ; now let a con- 
demned man ſtandat the barre, and letaltthe'ſtan- 
ders by ſay whatthey will, - bid him bee of good 
comfort, tell him that his cauſewill doe well, yet 
till he hearethe Iudge himſelfeſpeakehecannorbe 
_ arreſt in his mind, theTudge oncly can acquithim 
and abſolve.him. 'The:King-alone ſpeakes par- 
MAIER, 0 | olay: poagaiitipdiny R5ce 
_ TORO PARCO nn id 2039330 gu Daly 
Reaſon 3 This X , peaceeſpteidlly'of conlcience; is'8 
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God onely can;and 


"pe TW3A- for our hearts themſelyes 
ae Eltof noch ing but turmoile, as the ve ſea, 

which caunet rel 1 create the fruit of the lips peace, 
ia 5719: men may ke it, butT muſt create 
tz; A word of power ſuch , asweatforth , when 
light was ———_— goe forth from God,orelſc 
there is no peace; for otherwiſe our hearts are as 
theſea ; that reſts nor. 

Fourthly , the wounds of conſcience which are 
in Gods people , are of that nature, that nothing 
but God alonecancure them ; for, the chiefething 
that wounds them, is theloſſe of Gods favour, not 
57A his wrath: foricisthe glory of God, not 

e-love onely that makes them ſecke him; : theres 
forenothi , but the reſtoring of his 
favour , fy ight ofhis countenance zthe —_ 
dart that w -muſt heale  againe 3 3 1ſay $7.4 
[mote him, and 1 will heale him : as one that 
licke with love, whenlove isthe diſeaſe , no by- 
licke, no perſwaſionof friends can cure vn 
but onely thelove of the pa party- -beloved ;ſo when 
aſoule Ly 7 for theloſle of Gods love, one. 
word from him , one good looke, one promiſe 
from him., ANG will quiet the heart, 
morethen allchings inche world , and.can onely 
give peace. Liketoa poore child, chatcryes __ its 
' Mother ; let who will dandle it , and play withir; 
and uſe it never ſo kindly, yet it will not ſtilled, 
ull the mothex comes; o it is with a poote ſoule 


tha cryes alter God day andnight , eſpecially Yſe ts 


1.Y(e; Incaſe 
hin and w Fpeace of Conlciencr rt 


muſt ſpeake peace” ek 


Yon pd eee for peace;' 
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"-o8 « ' God onely can; and muſt ſpeake ptace. wg 


_ 


_ : 


may come to thee , and ſay : Why ſhouldeſtthou. - 
bee troubled ? thou haſt no ſuch cauſe tobeecah 
downe; bur all theſe are miſerable \comforters,” (as 
lob ſaid) unlefle G o Þ ſ{peake peace ;;David heard 
by the Prophet Nathas that his finne was pardo- 
ned, but yer his ſoule was notat quiet; till Go» 
would fecond it immediarely by his Spirit ; there- 
fore ſayes hee, when Nathanyhad beene with him, 
' Pfal.51.8. Make me to heare of joy andgladneſſe, 
Art thou baited with helliſh blaſphemyes caſt in- 
rothy ſoule? God muſt ſpeake peace , and rebuke 
Satan for thee ; 'and take him off thee ; all thy 
Ffriends,all the men in the world cannot doe it; they 
can onely ſay, as the Archangell ſaid : The Loyd 
rebuke thee ; and hee can as eafily docit , as heedid 
rebuke Zaban., and forbad him ſpeaking rougnty 
to Jacob; the ſame charge hee cangive in an inſtant 
to Satan: therefore waite upon Go Þ , and looke 
2. 'Confider'this againſt the tine you'come to 
e;allyour defireis rodye'in'pexce, and, 0h let 
thy ſervant depart tu peace [is the ſpeech anddefire 
all ; But whois it,that muſt ſpeake peace to you 
then? God onely. Atdeathyou will ſend for agood 
Miniſter, ora gaod friend, to giveyou ſome com- 
forr,(as you call it)but,if Goo Þ will not ſpeake it, 
how can they #if you could call all the- Aﬀels 
out of Heaven ,-and: all the Saints both'in earth, 
and Heaven andſocould have all that whole Col 
ledge of Phyſitians abour you, 'andthey ſhould de- 
firetocomfort you; yet if Gop' will not ſpeakeit, 
who is ableto doeit* 10b 34. 29% If hee hides his 


fice, who can behold hits? "None canſhew his face 


gsthe oppoſition ſhewes ; falſe daubers may come 
toyou, andlay, Peace, peace, as they inthe Prophet 
fyd; but liſten what God will ſpeake ; hee ohely 
muſt, and can doeit ; and be fure you make ſure of 
him before you come to dye + would any wile 
Prince deferre the treaty of peace with his enemy, 
till hee come into the field , and when the bartell 
sbegun? how fooliſh thenarethoſe,, who negle&t 
(ecking atrer God till theaſſault of death-comes, 
and the. K mg of feares with: all his terraprs ,. bath 
mcompaſſed themround.* - © 4 to Ge 
4-Obſervatien.is, that let Gods people bee in 06ſerv. 4. 
never ſogreatdiſtreſſe, yer # & an cafie thing for 
Gadto give peaceto-them; marketheexprefſion uſed 
here, le is but peaking prace; that is; iti$as ealte'for 
him,to give peace,as it isfdr you to ſpeake a word, 
[tis no-more to him : Then, our comfort is,that as 
heeonely muſt docir ;{o hee cafily can dot it,cven 
witha/word: YO T * SAC 1 BS eq! nts 1} >» » SOS 
Reaſan 1. Becauſe his ſpeaking is creating :-if hee Reaſan 1 
ſpeaks, hee makes things to bee, cverwith a ym . 
Sat firſt; hee did bur ſay, Let.irhert bee: lipat, an 
there was #yht3;:f0 ill, it hee bud fay,; Len. there: bee 
ftare,c there &-Ftace: : heemadeall,anduptiolds 
altby rhewort of his power: As therefore when 
the ftormewasatitsheighr; and the waves mot 
ging, yerarane word of Chriſts,, they wetc all 
fhll>Fbroſcaunthchewinds obey him; 10, when tee 
ations Aremoſtificree,?. and:che\doubrs of thine 
owne heartmofttrumultuous; and ragung ;2 word 
= can\iftillthem: ! 2121 6 SY, by = 7 | 
*: Secondly. ;\becaute rhe light y*whicle/G\0'7 Reaſon 2 
give to mans fits hen dee ſpeakapeaces 1 
£1 | - "6 


fare: 26 


+ i 


too '*5 God ableeaſilyto ſprake peace; 

ſure and infallible lighr , andrtherefore a ſatisfying 
light; ſo as when ir comes, it mult needsgive peace; 
and no- objection , no tentation can. darken or 
obſcureit, when it ſhines : 2f hee give quietzeſſe, 
who can trouble © (ayes hee in 1b 34. 29. Nocrea. 
ture is able to ſeparate from his love, or the aſſi- 
rance of it. | 

+ It is a certaine and-infallible light, which God 
gives, when hee ſpeakes peace; The anoymiing from 
above, which.enlighrteneth a mans eyes , -« truth, 
and is no lye, 1 Tohn 2.27.that is , in teaching a may 
(of which hee there ſpeakes it, for hee ſpeakes 
not onely what hee is.inhimſelfe , but what hee is 
in teaching us) heedothit ſo, as a man is not delu- 
ded by it, and therefore it is added, None elſe need 
gteachthar man; for did not the ſpirit, (when hee 
did ſpeake peace) ſpeake ſo, asthar, that man, to 
whom it is ſpoken , did not infallibly apprehend 
it , hee ſhould ſpeake invaine ; for ſo the Apoſtle 
reaſons in caſe of #nknowne tongues:, that ifa trum- 
pet give an wncertaine ſound ;or a man ſpeakes ſo, 
as it ſhall not bee knowne what bs TY 
beates the aire : 1 Cor.14.9. Nowt urely 
God, when hee ſpeakes peace, es-it ſoinfal- 
libly , and diftinQly , that the foule knowes the 
meaning of it ;Tt is not a voyceelle ; for, ſayes the 
Apoſtlethere, v. 10.. The exd of aRwoyees is wo 
»ifie, and therefore if I know- net the meaning of 1 


voyce ,: bee ſhall bee as. 4 Barbarian , that ſpeakes i 

mee : v.11. eſpecially, ifthe ſpeaker undertakes 

| tobee a witneſſe, as the Holy Ghoſt in ſpeaking 

©  Peacebs, 119hn5.6.Now to ſe, is ſuch ate- 
- Rimony, asistaken forinfallible for the cnd of it, 

| is 


Gad ablerafih to ſpeake deder? _ 


i$to put an end to the contrever fie, and jt ends the 
trite betweene man and man z now the Holy 
Ghoſt when hee ſpeakes , ſpeakes as a witneſſe, and 
—_— puts an end to a mans doubts : hee ſpeaks 
in Ye 

And therefore inthe ſecond place; it is aſatil.. 
fying light alſo; it is ſuch a light, as diſpellsdarke- 
nes, as anſwers all objeRionszand ſo ſpeakes peace 
home: a$ in a Queſtion, and Contronalla in Divi 
nitie , woes , when ſome one bottom truth 
isunderftood,, a man hath a light, which goes 
through all the ObjcRions, and anſwers them all; 
now ſuch a light doth the ſpirit give to a pootedi- 
ſireſſed ſoule, aboutthe great controveriie of his 
owne ſalvation, and when hee doth ſpeake peace, 
hee gives ſuch alight , as ſatisfyes the mind ; lets 
him ſee that in Gods free grace, andin Cunisr, 
which doth anſwerto all, hee, orall the divels can 
ſay againſt what wants , of. objections are in hum- 


* 


ſelfe. Hee openeth, and no man, nor devill isable to | 


fbat : And therefore when hee doth ſpeake peace, 
his teſtimonie is taken and beleeved : If wee recerve 
the witneſſe of men , and reſt init: 1 Joby 5.9. The 
witneſſe of God is greater , that is, of more power, 
and efficacie to perſwade, and (atisfiethe ſoule. 
r:Yſe, is an Vſc of comfort to poore ſoules, 
that are in diftreſſe,, and in ſuch diſtreſſe ſome- 
times,asthey thinke,and ſay their caſe is deſperatc, 
and paſt recovery : {o farre are their ſoules ſome- 
times ſhot into deſpaife. Conlider, how cakie it 


is for youto have your condition altered, and 
ed, even in 2moment; Itellthee, thongh (it may 


: 


)thou haſtbeene caſt downe thus, twenty yocres. 
| =. and 


= 
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God ableeafilyio ſpeke peace 


atdthy ſoule is battered;-braken, hardened, ſer. 
led; fixed inſerious thoughts of thy ruine, and re- 
- probationy yet one good looke., one good word 

rom God, ſhall in an inſtant diſpellall , alter thy 
conceit and apprehenſion cleane;zGod can anddoth 
often more with one word ,.in onemoment ; then 
Sathan could doe in many yeeres, with all the ob. 
jeRions hee could muſter up. The truth of this; in 
experience wee often find, and obſerve in our ſelves 
and others -yea , and ſometimes when hee doth 
fpeake peace, hee gives ſuch ſatisfaction toa mans 
ſoule inthat particular , that hee would be content 
tobeas many yeeres more, in his ſpirituall con» 
flitsroenjoy bur the like light , one balfe houre; ſo 
calyiis ir, for God-to ſpeakeipeace, (Though thou 
thinkeſt thy ſelfenever ſo farre off from peace, yet 
hee can ſpeake peace to them, that are affarreoff, 
a; well as thoſe who are neere : as himlelfe ſayes, 1/ay 
57«19. for, ſayes hee; It is 1that ſpeake it: When 
hedorhir,then all thy doubts, and diſtreſſes, will 
be forgotten, asthe paines of a woman in travaile 
are when a manchuld is borne. _, 

Secondly , is the Church inany diſtrefle?(as the 
Church here acthis time wasz) hee can redceme it 
out of all with a word z A-word ſpoken to Cyrw 
his heart, didſer them in their owne land againe; 
foyou haveir expreſſed , Eſa. 44+ 26, 27, 28, The 
Godthat ſaith toTeruſalem , thou ſhalt be inhabited, 
and to theCities of Indah, ye ſhall be built ; you lee his 
manner of doing it, itis but with a wordſpeaking ; 
hee ſayes to leruſalem,be built ; and though there bee 
never ſo great impediments-in the way, he will ſay 
20 ihe aceye be dry, that hispeople may palle one $. 

; | I”: +4. 


a. AS 
68.1 


God ctrtaindly willſpiake peace: 1/63 


heedried upa wholenation, a ſea of people; nas 
mely the Babylonjans, to make way for this delives 
rance : and when they are Conquered; and Cyriiey'a 
new King comes to have the ſway of things, G'o'v 
ſpeakes to his heart alſo ; That ſaith of Cyras, bee is 
my ſhepheerd, and cauſeth him to ſay to Terufalem, 
_be thou built 3 Therefore goe to'him'; andtruſtin 
him: in all the diſtreſſes of the Church; \as che 
Church alſo did ; Pſal. 44+ 4+ Thow art my King ; 
command” deliverances; A mandamus from G o » 
doth at, and will doe itat any time, 


, 
. " , 
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Er God bee never ſo angry, and his peoples —__ 

diſtreſle never ſo grear's yes bee will ſpeake prarh obſer, Fi 

i the endo his: le : you heard before”; that 

fwee have peace , H - oncly mult giveit, and 

then, that hee could,and was able with cafe to doe 

it:and now you ſhall hearey that Hee will certainly” 

It 10, —  A..Dq 

The Reaſons the text | ſts are theſe © L138 of 

t. If wee confider RE oth Godis, thatis x Reaſon? 

to ſpeake. peace. , {, 1-54. heare what G 0» the 
0D wilt fpeake hee is the Lord,/and therefore” 

able toſpeake: what pleaſerh him heeis peculiarly 

the God of peace, and therefore — on | 

. , '« 1 
Foc: 3 now,rwhenic is ſaidgheist arc? +4 4 
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© God wil Girtanily ſpeak date 


1 ——  — _ 


Reaſon 2. 


. 
I 
* 


it, infinitely full of ir, and out of the abundance 


of the heart, the month ſpeakes ; thoughts of peace, 


andlove tohis, doe boile within him', as hatred, 
or malice doth in « malicious man to his enemy ; 
ſo, as hee cannot containe and forbeare exprefling 
ittowardsthem ; that as David (ayes, his thouzhts 
did burne within him, and at laſt, brake forth; loin 
God: 1 know thethoughts,1 thinke towards you (ſayes 
hetothem of the captivitie ) Jer, 29. 11. They are 
thoughts of __ and not of evill. And 2. befides 
that theſe his thoughts of peace are” taken upof 


himſelfe ; his ſonalfo hath beſpoken peace for us ; 
and therefore God will ſpeake it: Even as 7oſeph, 
though hee ſpake roughly awhile to his brethren; 
yet:could not in ctheend containe, Gen, 45-1-ſ0 


nor God. * 


Secondly , Let us conſider , who they are to 
whom hee isto ſpeake it, they are hi people, as the 
ret hath it ; and tothem there is no queſtion, but 
hee will ſpeake peace; though hee ſeemes-angry 
for a whule : They are his people, that is the reaſon 
given, 1 Sam. 12. 22, Heewilt not caft off bis peopſe; 
aSalſo Eſa. 63.8, g. When they rebelled , hee was 
wrath,yet hee ſaid ; ſurely they aremy people, fo1 was 
their Saviour; They ? why they are th& ſpns of peace: 
I0.Luke 6. ordained for peace, and therefore ſhall 
bee ſure to have it; and-although ſomedifferer- 
cesmay ariſebetwixt God and them , yet thereis 
anaturall: e423 inthe Lord; that'mooyes him to 
qe peaceintheend' to them ; as the dumbe fon 
ot.Creſus, when he ſaw his father like to bee kild, 
thoughhee had never ſpake before, yetthen our of 
an impernrof ſpirit, the-ſtringsof his tongue _ 

34 | ['W alOo ed, 


God willceitainljſpnke race” fog 


unlooſed , and hee cryed out to the murtherer 
Kill nat King Craſus; (0, when the enemics of his 
Church are ready to devoure his people, Sathay is 
ready to ſwallow his child up ia deſpaire; then 
Gods bowels worke within him , and hee can hold- 
no longer, but cryes,/ave my child, ſave my Church; 
Is Ephraim my pleaſant child , (ſayes.God) Ter, 3I. 
20, Well ſayes God,thongh I ſpake againſt him , and 
tooke him up, and chid him ſoundly, yet I cannot 
_ forget my child , ſayes hee, nor my firherly affe. 
ion to him , but my bowels are ſtirred, and I will 
ſurely bave mercy on bing.  . TE” 
Thirdly, otherwiſe f God not in the end ſpeake , aſan 
peace, they would indeed returne to follle , which ; 
is the third thing inthetext; for hisend of ſpeakin 
peace, is that they might not retufneto follie, Fat 
125. 3+ The rod of the wicked ſhall not alwayes the 


þ4 


won the righteous , leaſt they = forth their hand'to 


isquitie : Therefore at the laſt verſe , Peace ſhall be 
#p0n Iſrael : as for this cauſe, hee ſpeakes outward 
peace, ſo alſo inward, and ſuffers not the rod of 
Sathan, and of his heavy diſpleaſure to lye upon 
their hearts ; for elſe they would returne to the 
pleaſures. of finne ; for evety creature muſt have 
ſome delight : their ſpirits would faile, andbe tired 
out elſe, and wearied in good duties, if GO D 
ſhould not inthe end ſpeake peace, 1/ay 5. 7+ T he 
irit would faile before me : when the child [wounds 
in the whipping , G o »-lets fallthe rod, and fals 
kiffing it, toferch life into it againey as tis A rule 
in Phyficke, ſtill ro maintaine nature: and there- 


fore when that ſhall be in hazzard tobe deſtroy cd, 
they leave giving purging phyſicke, andgive oore 


ap. 


106 The folly of Relap ſing, after peace 
dials ;ſodorh God with his people, though w 
purging phiyſicke, hee ofren Criogse eir. f| i; 
ry weake, and low, yet heewill uphold and main. 
caine their ſpirits, ſoas they ſhall not faile, and be 
exringuiſhit, burthen hee will give cordials to raiſe 
them up againe, | 


THE FOLLIE OE _ 


RELAPSING AFTER. 
Peace ſpoken, 


*" "47 


Pie $85. yerſe 8, | 
=— But lt them turne no more te folly, olſaei 6:4 


He ſixth Obſervation is,That Peace being ſpoken 
4 totheirhearts by God, they ſhould returne no more 
to folly :ſee this Exra 9-13 ,14- thouhaving prniſbs us 
leſſe then we deſerve,cy given us ſuch 8 deliverance as 
this, ſhould wee araine breake thy Commaydements, 
wouldeſt thownot be angry with s till thou hadſt con- 
ſumed us ? | ? 
1 Reaſon: Becauſe it willbe a greater aggravde » p oſon re Sn 4 
tion in inning ; Ic is mate the aggravation of Salo: I 9 
mons- ſinne, I King. I. 9% That God had appeared to 
him twice; they were eſpeciall appearances and 
manifeſtations of mercy;and thoug ſuch doc now 
ceaſe,' yet wee reade of {uch as are analogicallto- 
them; John 14/27 Cunnsn promiſing to 4s 
viſeſt Himſelfe 5 which is by ſhedding abroad His 
love, and His Fathers love into the heart, which 1s 
evident by the former words, he [hall be loved of «/ | 
Father, and 1 will love him,and. afrer he ſairh,vew 


J 


F 108 The folly of Relapſing, after peace. Fo 


and 27. M I will giveunto you. Now ſuch 
mo bee 1 e- the ſcore of eveay 
ſm, many yeares after,asthey were upon Salomeys ; 
And the reaſon is, becauſe nothing wounds an in- 
genious loving Nature more, then matter of un- 
kindnefſe 4 it bad beene my enemy (ayes David, ! 
could have borne it, Pſa. 55:12, 14+ out it was thin 
6h man,mine acquaintance: we tooke [weete connſell te- 
gether, aboſome friend ro whom I had committed 
my ſecrets, opened my heart ; fo when God hath 
unboſomed himſelfe as it weretoa man, and told 
him what was in his heart towards him : this goes 
nigh him,if he lifrsupthe heel againſt him. And the 
reaſon of that further alſo is, * becauſe of allthi 
elſe, a man cannot endure to have his love abuſed) 
you come nigh him when you doe (@ ; for his love 
is himſelfe, and commands all in him; ſothat abuſe 
hislove, and you ſtrike at;his heart, itis lefleto a- 
buſe any excellency ina man, to reproach and ex- 
renuate his parts; learning, &c. though theſe are 
deareto him, buthis love is his bowels ; And ther. 
fore, when God hath opened his heartto a man,and 
ſer his love tpon him, and revealed irto him, and 
he carryes himſelfeunworthily, it paines him «t the 
heart. Beſides, it is againſt the law of Natureand 
of Nations, to ſecke out for a peace,and get it con- 
cluded, and then ſecretly toprepare for, and enter 
1ato a warre; nothing more hatefull, or can exaſpe- 
rate two Nations one againſt another more, then 
this ; It wasthe aggravation of Abſalows ſins, that 
being newly reconciled with his father, and taken 
into favour againe, after two. yeares diſcounte- 
Aznce, hethen began to rebell morecloſely. 
wn 2 Reaſon 
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2 Reaſonis intimared in theword folly ;as ifthe 
Lord ſhould haveſayd;ſeralidetheunkindaefſeand 
wrong you doe me, yet therein-youbefoole your 
{elves 3 you will bave the worſt of it, And indeed, 
when God doth afterwards drawnighto a mana- 
gaine upon that his recovery, then it appeares to be 
folly,evenin that mans owne apprehenſion: when 
hee hath taſted how ſweete Gods, 'thet-come and 
aske him,what,will Ye rerurneto fin againecthe will 
then ſay, aske meeif I will wound or cut my fleſh: 
Itisimpoſlible;thinkes he, Ihouldaty:marebeſs 


beſotred, if there were no other mativeszhe thinkes 


ie the greateſt folly inthe world : andtherfore God 
chuſeth out that expreſſion, and placeth ithere in 
this caſe, becauſe it- is-indeed the greateſt folly in 
Gods fight : and.is ſo apptehendedby ourſelves; 
when wee looke upon ſos ER RGINS 
us ; it is folly to ſoyne againſt God at any time, bur 
pecially. thep,. and that will appeare bytheſe par- 

ets vp ae = 


1. Becauſe; before he had thi pe cehe felerhe 


ol 


birterneſle of Sinwe; for Ged never ſpeakes peacextilt” 


thr bY felt 31 now thac #00. gument.cvenits 
&.:never to-returnetolit againe ;; whicha fo 
will be warned by 3 4 burnt Child areads 


and bs 
5 HAVE | ' 
5s he wickedweſſe,. 2 ſpeech like tharwhenyou! 
when they have-gortren any 


padding and going inthe Snow, and you 


- Uy*.. 


” 


to, your- Children 
hanne,or cold, or icknelle ;this is Grow and 
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' The tollyof\ Relapony 

* fruit, &- ſo doth God ſpeake chere, ro othem when 
they were indiſtreſle, this « your wickedneſſe, for it 
6 bittty, it reacheth tothe Lo ; it woundetl-the 
Conſcience, the wounding of which, ofallelfe is 
the greateſt miſery ; when once a man after this 
yes xcſtored/to him, and hee comesneyly 
( uchadiftrefſc, aske him then how heelikess 
ola weagaine, and he will tell you 
«is the greateſt folly inthe world: aske Davidifhe 
will:murther any more afrer his bones have beene 

broken, anddetagaine. .* 

;/2i'Tbou:wilr cafily cdlaoniedge]i it 'is folly 0 
retUrnetofinne againezif rhou confidereſt the terms, 
upon which thou did(t obtaine =— peace ; Reckon 

what-painesit coſt !1chee, to wa out the gutlcand 
ſtayhe, which fanchad made, what roads re. 
ſolutions thou madeſt, what bonds thou didſt ſeale 
unto, what promiſes never to returne, what prayers 
and; teares, rs rappes and knockes at Heaver 

, Gates, ere thou couldeſt ger an anſwer, of Goiſt6 
ſpeake one word, he making asif he bad not'beene 


within z why is it not folly now ro looſethat inan 
inſtant,thou , becnea nem ſo wo cos ma- 
lan 


p 8 ancxcnſcts prodigal 
chew, 
at, ek 


waiting many dns rs come hone. a 


IE IEEE dive- iſe 
i, whenthou itttucneſt 26 finhe''sto 


S vt | drinke 


_ — - fx Bs 
drinke that at one draught,whichithouhaſtbeenger | 
tiog many a yearez what madnelle;s-r;”wherithou 
haſt caken muctipaines; to-waſh thy ſtife, -thents 
wallow in the mire againe, and make thy felfe new 
worke, what folly is it -* who-but Children and 
fooles wilLdoe thus*:That which the-Church ſaid 
in another caſe;:: may\well bee alladed:tointhis, 
5 ow 3t. 1have waſhed my feet, how ſhall 1 defile 
them f - 190! 0 

2 'Conftder, = = thou doſt PR ta:looſe 

y returning to folly, #4y peace oP 1t;aS.2 

ates; Blok $1.12» hofore fayes he, reftoreto LE 
the joy of thy: ſalvation; In looſing of which, thou 
loofeſt more then if the fnnethou chooleft, were 
able ro-give rtheeall theworld z;.3t could nor re- 
compence thee , .no« not the loſle: of one: hioares 
communion with” God; which 4n- a moment will 
bring thee in more ſweetheſle, thanallthy finscan 
doe toeternity : if all the pleaſures of ſao werecon- 
traded and thetuinteſſence of them ſtraineditto 
oe Cup; they- would: not -afford ſo much; as one 
drop-© _ awe: _ God, ler fall & tf 
It is which pa([eth anderſtanding; tet pleaiur 
bers ala exceed the ſenſes; hay; the fen{cs:art ca- 
pable-6f mote than che things" catigivez butihis 
pallchunderſtanding, Gods loving Hindraf & bet: 
ter than life. If it: were propounded /to-thee, thou 
mult loſe thy lifenext mometit;thothaſt.cothmit- 
tedfucha fimezwouldeſtrhou nenture; ifrhoudrdſh 
beleeve it2: Now The lovinghindneſſc of Godis bet- 
ter than life, and wilt thouJoſe it, rhoughbut fot a 
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fures offinne will be much leſſe totheeafter thou 
haſt had —_ ſpoken z take themat theÞeſt, when 
they are freſheſt, and when thy palate was moſt in 
reliſh, and taſt with them, when thou wert carnall, 
andere thou kneweſt what ſweetneſſe wasin God, 
and they then werebut pooreſorry pleaſures: bur 
now to thee, they will prove far more empty than 
ever before; they are: empty vaine pleaſures even 
ro him that hath them in their lower, and in his 
ſeaſonof finning ; and therefore all wicked menare 
weary, and doe inwardly:complaine of their con. 
dition; onely they'cannot finde: fweetnelle in God, 
andſqare faineto keepe themſelves to their husks : 
bur alas, to thee they are farre lefle worththan to 
another man that is' a ſinner, who knowes not God, 
andchereforethou artlike to havea an Ar 
of it ; another man can make more money of a fin 


than thou,andger more pleaſure our ofitgthanthou 


;; 'Borfirſt,thy conſcience having bin ſcorched w* 
fin, as ſcalt fleſh deares more andis more ſenſible 
incomming'to the fire, than other parts of the 
body,ſothy conſcienceis of a quicker ſenſe,where- 
mee gradeeſt bu ie venderand alle 
neſſe wit 4d e; thine'is | 
incheaQ, and ſo allayes the pleaſures of thy finne, 
—— the morebirtemeſle withit. 
18 Betides this galling'of conſcience, whictris 
common to thee with maniy.ac unregenerate man, 
thou haſt a principle of grace, aninner man, which 
1sdead eo ach pleaſure that taſts them not, that 
. Is like Bozilly, who through age 2 Saw: 19435 
could not caſt either what beeme of: cruglts = 
WU . young _ 
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'nca doe's/ng, more can.that' Agy i 

Ne and therefore-iticaf be but halfe arp br og 
to-thee as to another man. If one fide of aman- be 
aken all with a numbe palſey,what pleaſures icto 
that man, to exctcile his limbes inthe aftions of 
life * He is but a'halfe man, andlivesbut halfe 2 
life; ſo it is with thee: when thou haſt grace inthy- 
hearr, then but halfe thy heart caa rake pleaſure in 
foning,, that new man the other halfegreluRates. 
onefes for; it, hates whatthou doeſts andall chis, 
maſt aceds ſtrike off much ofthe pleaſure | 

Bur.3, If we'addeto this, that this new man in 
him having once taſted! what ſweetneſſe is in-God, 
and How good the Lord xs; then like a mancbathath. 
aten {\weet-meats,\ other. things axe out. of raſte 
with him: :{0 it. is here ; andctherefore it is folly to 
returnes Ng mer (ſayes Chhilt Luke's, wit.) Having. 
drank old wine deftreth new, for he ſaith the old is bet-- 
er; a 'man uſed ro: high fare cannot agreeſo well: 
with thinne diet; ſo the ſoule having beene uſed to 
aſt great pleaſures ih-God, the impreſſion and re-: 
membrance ofthemAleaves his ſoulc lefſe-{atisficd- 
than another mans; aſtomackthar. hath deene en-- ' 
larged ro-full diet, lookes for it, and-ileth more 
hungry from a ſlender mealez' now; communion: 
with God.iplarges the. faculcies,/and widens them! 
and makes/thers mare capable of greater y0y' es, 
thatother men have ; andtherefore the creatures. 
leſſe able; to, fill them z fill he;remembers,,4cht 
much gricfe,.- whileſt heis caring his husks, what. 
fare he, had in his- fathers houſe :-and oh, Then i# 
ve better with me, then now. Call me ngr Naom,:' BE 
bur call me «Aar#%, a5 ſhe aid, For Lmentges fol _— 
= — 
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and am cone home empty ; ſodotthefay; whenhe 

comes from- the a&t of finaing: he went with his 

heart full of peace, and'mectingwirt/abargaine 

of linning, choughr tockeaqurhisjoy, and make it 
fuller, burhe comes homeempey. * - - * 

Yſe 1, * 1 Vicyistothoſe who tiavehad peace ſpokenty 

| them, ler them ar ſuch rimes:fearethemſelves and 

Gedmoſt; for then comes inthis, as you ſte here, 

as the'moſt ſeaſonable admonitionthat can be gi- 

ven, to-returne no' moreto folly. 1. Feare God: 

then moſt : for of all times-eMe, then fins provoke 


him moſtztocomeand cal him-Fa#her;and theow 


So Ezra 9: After ſuch: aneſcapi 
breake thy 'Commundements, 
grytill thou hadfi'conſahed ru? Tn times of aMiQion 
x is the property: of a\good'childe rofove God 
moſt ; in times of ſpeaking peace; toftarrGod moſt 
and his goodneſſt-; and to feare ro offend him for his 
goodnelſe lake; Did: I onely ſay, that Godis pro- 
voked moſt then, if you rerurnerto folly-* Nay, I 
adde further, he is grieved; which is morethanto 
be provoked, and therefore youſhall marke that 
expreſhon and ' admonition nov-ro grieve; God 
then comes in, when the 'Spirit hath ſealedwe up to 
the 'day of redemption, Ephi4.30, Then by finning 
we areſaid moreproperly togrieve him; then be- 
fore, when he hath ſofari imfelfero love 
| aman, and expreſſed him{clferohim; and ſet his 
aoante oayom ne God isangry with' wicked 
mens ut he'is-grieved for yours;  Togrieve 
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if <t10n can caleic ſelfe by revenge, and by com- | 
ming even againe with the party, and whenwecan 
or.intend to. doe ſo, our mindes arenot ſo much 
ggrieved, Our Pleaſe themſelves rather to thinke 

the revenge which we meane to execute:ſo when 

wicked men fig, whom God meanesto mect with, 
heis ſaid ro be angry rather thangrieved; &ſayes, 
I will eaſe my ſelfe of mine adverſaries,1ſuy 1:24.and 
avenge my felfe of my'enemies. Buthere, as when 
amans wife that lyes in his boſome, hischild ſhall 
wrong:bim z/{o it is when one fins, whom God 
hath ſet himſelfe-to love, 'and done much forand 
made knowne his- everlaſting kindnefſe unto, and 
ſealed to the day-of redemption: thisgaes to his 
heart, grieves him rather than angers him. Thoſe 
arethetrueſt and deepeſt griefes. Whatiſhould he 
doe with-you. in this caſe * if affli: you, and by 
thar meanes goeabaut: toturne you-from yourini- 
quity ;.therein hee ſhall but affli&-himſclfe 2s ic 
were 3, for Though,they rebelled; yet when they were 
ef flited be was afflified, Eſay63:9,19+ As when a 
Father that is a; Magiſtrate, or as\oge thatmain- 
taines a Student in a Colledge, if hee puniſherha 
childe or pupill in hispurſe, he puniſherh himſelte, 
4 _ God afflit blaine _ you.; 5 DOC 
t d into theſe ſtraits if youhaveany love in 
you.., Anda. as'thou art-therefore:tofear- God 
moſt then,ſo thy ſelfe moſt; and tobe morewatch- 
full oyer thy /owne hearr3thouartrhenapt to-'TE- 
une: te ally, if __ takeſt = _—_ —_ _ 
man beene yery hot, or 1wet MUCA, ACH 
te cher Hezekiah, after God(ea- 
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Y ſe 4. The doQtrine of aſſurance(ifnorabuſed) 
and of Gops ſpeaking peace to men, is no 
dangerous doctrine to make men ſecure andpre- 
ſurptuous in finning ; when peace is preached in 
any mans hearr,this ufe narurally flowes from that 
Do&rine, returne.no more to folly, The very ſcope 
of the whole Epiſtle of Saint 1obnis to helpe all 
| beleevers to afſurance,as appeares by the 1 7oh. , 
4,5. andthe 5. Chap. 13. Theſe things I write 
you, that yee might have communion with G © », 
and that your joy might be full, Butthis will open 
a way toall hcentiouſneſle; No layes Saint Toby, 
Chap. 2. 1. Theſe things I write anto you that yee 
ſinne not, nothing guards the heart more againſt 
rentations, then the peace of G © » : itis laid to 
euard the heart, Philip.4. 2. yea and if you doc 
{10,-fſurance of G o » $ love is the ſpeedieſt way 
t9 recover you. If any one doth fin, we have an Ad- 
vocate with the Father,&c. and he that hath this hoge 
in him,thatis,to livewith C un x s r,and knowes 
what manner of love the Father beares us, purifies 
himſelfe as he i pure, 1 10h, 3. 1,2. 3. It there were 

no more but ſelte-love in a man, it were then no 
wonder if he doth abuſe it. For ſclfe-love where 
the love of God is wanting, is unthankefull,and vn- 
grateful], willing to take all the loveand kindneſle 
which 1s afforded,and abuſe ir, and worke upon it 
for irs owne advantage, andir istrue alſo thar be- 
cauſe we have too much ofthis principle unmor- 
tified inus,therfore God:ruſteth ſo few with much 
aſſurance, but where true love to God is ſeated, 
and much of it implanted, therethe love of God 


and 
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and the peace of God doth as kindly and naturally 
enkindle and enflame and ſet it aworke, even as 
aguments ſutable to ſelte-love doe worke vpon 
and ſtirre that principle, and all within in us, For 
grace is more for Goa then for our ſelves, it being 
the image of Gods holineſle, whoſe holineſſe con- 
fiſts in this,to aime at himſelfe in all: and therefore 
when Gods free grace rowards a man isrevealed, - 
it raiſerh him up to higher ſtraines of love to God, 
and hatred of ſj», And therefore it is obſervable 
Pal. 51,12. that David when he prayes for the 
reſtoring of the joy of his ſalvation, Ice prayes not 
imply tor it,or alone, but withall prayes for a free 
ir ,eFabliſh me with thy free ſpirit : thatis a ſpirit 
of ingenuiry, which is kindly, ſweetly and freely 
wrought upon : therefore when wee have a free 
ſpirit wrought in us,then that free love that is in 
God to us will worke moſt kindly upon it, and 
conſtraines us to love him that loved ws firſkl, The 
love of CurrST conſtraines us © 2 Cr. 5o lg. 
Becauſe we thus judge, thatif Cntr died for 
al, then they whic _ — not live unto them- 
ſelves but unto Him that died for them : Saint Paul 
gives thereaſon, why this loveof Canis r 
* didthus conftraine him, becauſe he did 1hws judge, 
that is, this conſideration of C n « 1s T'5 love; 
hee having a principle of love in his hearr to 
Cn n x 8 r, he foundthisa powertull prevaiing 
reaſon to perſwade him tolive to Canis Tr, 
and ſo ſhall wee if wee thus judge,and ir will have: 
this narurall conſequence as nwvwrally to follow | 
upoa it ia our hears, as any realon 10 any other 
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aewed the teaſe” of his fe; his'hearrgot cots; he 
did rerunero folly, becauſe rhentheheart is apts 
grow leſſewarchfull, andto thinker felte fortified 
£nough againſt any teritation. -AsS. Peter hayi 
ſcene Chriſt transfigured inthe Movnt, grew confi- 
dentin his owne ſtrengrh'; and know'thatctheD&<& 
vill: watcheth ſuch an opportunity moſt, for hee 
!gers p-great 'vitory if he catifoile rheethen, after 
hehath beene'foiled himſelfe;: and when thou art 
moſttriumphing overhim, how many battels have 
beeneloſt through ſecurity of viRtoty and recoy- 
ling of theenemy,-arid befides our corrupt-narure 
1{o tarre'astinrenewed'is' apt/to gather heart to it 
ſelfe, ro flight finnez asthinking its pardoneaſfily 
gorten. ft: 20 
Therefore whenthow art tempred,1abour often 
to renew thoſe: thoughts which thotrhadſtotthy 
finne-at thattime; when thou'wert ſuing for peace 
beforethy peace wasgorren; when thou wouldeft 
have given aworld for Gods favour, 'and'alſo what 
thoughts thou hadfſt of it, when'God\pakepeace, 
howrhou didſt abhorreir, yea, thy ſelfe;andTooke 
what fanne 'was moſt bittet tothee, and an enemy 
to thy peace;asif uncleanneſſe, Idleneſſe,negleR of 
prayer, ill company,&c.preſerve inthy heartrhoſe - 
birter apprehenfions of it, and ſay of it, rhou hit 
beene a_bloudy ſin to" nie z as Moſes witelaid of her 
husband :.and though Thave gorpeaceand my life 
faved, yer it was abfoudy fin'to Chriſt, his bloud 
was ſhed to purchaferthis-my peace: andſhill Ire- 
turnetoitdo; ttt 1 N10 100 VISSER? earſ 
And when tempred to-it againe; Haverecoi 
W the kindneſſe Go hemedopt in-pardoniog, _ 
Ws ov 1. * * 4 | -- "x 
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ſay, how ſhall I doe this, and finne againſt God, 
ſay as be (aid, 1s this thy kindyeſſe tothy friend 
2 Sam. 16» 16. and what,ſhall I now Abſalom 
like, now I am new reconciled ro my Father, tall 
a plotting txeaſonagaine 2 what ſhallI make more 
worke tor prayer,more worketor God, breake my 
bones againe, and lye roaring againe 2 Think thus, 
[ was burnt inthe hand afore, I ſhall bee racked 
lurely now, ſanne ne more, leaft a worſe thing be- 
fall thee. 
Yſe 3» What good heart that bearesa child- 
like afftctionto. G'o », would offend ſuch a God, 


tainely ſpeake peace : then doe not put himroir, 
ſpend not upon that precious ſtocke of his free 

race and love, Tis true He #© married tothee, and 
therfore though then haſt gone awhoring after many 
lovers, Jer, 3.1, 2-a0d 4. Still he faycs, Retarne, 
for I am waried to thee; 25 when Manandwife are 
fallen out they.conſidcr, wee muſt live together, 
and therefore they. xoconcile themſelves againe 
and againe, ſa conſider ir muſt breberweene God 
and thee, and make it a meanes and motive to rc- 
cover thee as Samwel did : 1 Sam. 12. 22. 70w have 
committed this great ſinne, but G 0 9 will n8t caſt 
10u off, you are His people. Goe hometo Him g- 
gainc, He will ſpeake peace. Thinke thus,therime 
will come wherein G 0 » will be friends againe 
with me, He and I cannot be ftrange long,though 
Iwould, Hee will not : Efa. 57. 18,19: though 
be went on ſtubbornly yet God bealed hun, and 
would nor looſe his child, therefore I will rerurne 

of my ſelle, I. 3, fe 4» 
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that be thy diſtreſſes what they will be, will cer- * 
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Yſe 4. The dorine of aſſurance(ifnor abuſed) 
and of Gops ipeaking peace to men, is no 
dangerous doctrine to makemen ſecure and pre- 
ſuriptuousin finning ; when peace is preached in 
any mans hearrc,this ufe naturally flowes from that 
Do&rine, returne.no more to folly. "The very ſcope 
of the whole Epiſtle of Saint 1ohnis to helpe all 
belecvers to aſſurance,as appeares by the x 70h. r, 
4,5. andthe 5. Chap. 13. Theſe things I write 
you, that yee might havecommunton with G © »v, 
and that your joy might be full, But this will open 
a way toall licentiouſneſſe; No ayes Saint 1ohy, 
Chap. 2. 1. Theſe things I write anto you that yee 
ſinne not, nothing guards the heart more againſt 
rentations, thenthe peace of G © Þ : itis ſaid to 
euard the heart, Philip.4. 2. yea and if you doc 
{10,:flurance of Go » $ love is the ſpeedieſt way 
to recover you. If any ene doth fin, we have an Ad- 
vocate withthe Father, 8c. and he that hath this hope 
in him,thatis,to livewith C ui x 8 r,and knowes 
. what manner of love the Father beares us, purifies 

himſelfe as he # pure, x 10h, 3. 1,2, 3. It there were 
no more but ſelte-love in a man, it were then no 
wonder if he doth abuſc it. For ſclfe. love where 
the love of God's wanting, is unthankefull,and un- 
grateful], willing to take all the loveand kindneſſe 
which 1s afforded,and abuſe ir, and worke upon it 
tor irs owne advantage, andir istrue alſo thar be- 
cauſe we have too much ofthis principle unmor- 
tified inus,therfore God:ruſtethſo few withmuch 
aſſurance, but where true love to God is ſeated, 
and much of it implanted, there the love of God 


and 
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and the peace of God doth as kindly and naturally 
enkindle and enflame and fer it aworke, even as 
aguments ſutable to ſelte-love doe worke vpon 
and ſtirre that principle, and all within in us, For 
grace is more for God then for our ſelves, it being 
the image of Gods holincſle, whoſe holineſſe con- 
fiſts in this,to aime at himſelfe in all: and therefore 
when Gods free grace rowards a man isrevealed, 
it raiſerh him up to higher ſtraines of love to God, 
and hatred of fm, And therefore it is obſervable 
Mal. 51,12. that David when he prayes for the 
ſtoring of the 199 of his ſalvation, lice prayes not 
imply tor it,or alone, bur withall prayes for a free 
þirit ,eFabliſh me with thy free ſpirit : that is a ſpirit 
of ingenuity, which is kindly, ſweetly and freely 
wrought upon : therefore when wee have a free. 
| ſpirit wrought in us,then that free love that is in 
God to us will worke moſt kindly upon it, and 
conſtraines us to love him that loved ws firſh, The 
love of CunrrsT conſftraines us © 2. C0r. 5.14. 
Becauſe we thus judge, ghatif CHnisT ied for 
al, then they whis =O not live unto them- 
ſelves but unto Him that dred for them : Saint Paul 
givesthereafon, why this loveof Canis r 
did thus conſtraine him, becauſe he did 1hw judge, 
that is,this conſideration of Cn n 1s 75 love; 
hee having a principle of love in his heart to 
Cn n x 8 r, he found this a powerfull prevailing 
reaſon ro perſwade himtolyſe to Cnnlsr, 
and ſo ſhall wee if wee thus judge,and ir will have. 
this narurall conſequence as nvrurally to follow 
upoa it ig our hears, as any reaſon 18 any other 
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kind bath, rhat-is brought to, enforce any other 
concluſion ; he had a new judgement, and therby 
ſaw reaſon & ſtrength and force in the argument, 
and therfore as the mind is conſtrained(as it were) 
to aflent to a truth, prooved by force of reaſon 


- that if yougrantthis, this or that will follow : {© 


becauſe we judge this reaſonable by an argument 
drawne our of loves topickes, thatif Curt s 7 
died tor all, who otherwile muſt themſelves have 
dyed, that then they ſhould live to/him, and this 


conſiraines'us. Amor dei tft extaticus, nec ſe ſonit eſſe 
fut Inv, 
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THE CASE OF 


'RELAPSING INTO 
THE SAME SINNE 


after Peace ſpoken, 
reſolved : 


T2 Text and admonition here gives a juſt oc- 
caſfionto confider a lictle of that fo often que- 
@ Nioned cafe of Conſcience concerning relapſes of 
Good s Children intothe ſame inves and folly 
againe,and whether after peace ſpoken G © Þ s 
people may returne againe to folly. Some have 
held, that a- man after a ſecond repentance could 
not fall into the ſame ſ»ne againe,, or it he did, it 
cxcluded him from mercy far time rocome. For 
the comfort of ſome poore ſoules whoſe calc and 
ecncation 'this may bee, 1 will ſpeake ſomewhat 
though ſparingly and with canuon, - = 
1 The Scripture no where excludeth thoſe 
.from the ſtate of grace, or barres mercy from 
thoſe, that have rclapſed into the ſame ſpnne, 
eſpecially ſo long as 40 regard of' the manner of 
their cnning ir be but folly, votwickednefle or wil- 
tull faning, that is, racher proceeding out of er 
rour of underſtanding, and heat andimperuoul. 


ncile of toolith affections, then obſtinacy and ma» 


lice 
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ticeinthe wil,and with deſpite of rhe Spirit of grace, 
Heb, 10. 27... | 
Yea: 2,7 In Scripture wee meete with ſuch 
paſſages and promiſes, as may undoubtedly up. 
hold any ſoule, that hath ſo fallen after peace re- 
ceived,ifto the{ame ſinne,and preſerve him from 
2pprehending himſelte,excluded rhercfore from 
mercy and the ſtate of grace, as Hoſe, 1 4.4. Twill 
heale their backflidings, TwilUove them freely : un. 
lefle they had fallen after repenting and former 
healing,it could not bavebeene called back(liding: 
and yer this hee promiſes to heale, and withal! 
ſhewes the ground that mooves hitatoir, his lo. 
ving thenyftreely : for if in any thing his free lovg,, 
is' ſhewne to any of his childrenand drawne one, + 
it isin healing againe ſuch a backſliding ſouleaficr 
recovery and peacegiven. For the falling into 
the ſame fwne which hath beenerepented of and 
healed, provokes G o v morethen a thouſand 0- 
ther acts of ſinnes formerly commirred though tn 
the ſame kind, and therinalſoto ſhew his free tove, 
that he can pardoneven the abuſe of love it ſelte, 
he leaves ſome thus to ſinne after hislove ſhed 
abroad in their hearts, Some he ſhewes his free 
love unto,in keeping them from ſcuning ; others in 
pardoning them, and giving them repentance, 
they are but ſeverall wayes ot drawing ir.torth, ſo 
that if in any thing, hercio his free love is ſhewne : 
tor if it were not free, it would never endure it ſelfe 
to beabuſed: and likewiſe the ſure mercies of Da- 
vid are then ſhewen,when God multiplies to per- 
4#n, (0 Iſa. 55.3. having mentioned the promile wo 
| the 
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the ſure mercies of David, .. Hee promiſes to. 


multiply 19 pardon,as it isin the Originall, were 7. 
which are thus joyned,to ſhew the lureneſſe 1h 
Covenant, and becauſe wee might happily mulri- 


ply to /z»ne,at leaſt it ſuppoſeth the poſſibility of 


itagaine, God runs uponſucha ſuppofitioninthat 
expreſſion of his, tohis owne people, Jere.3.1.2. 
They ſay if a man put away his wife,and ſhee becoms 
another mans, ſhall not the Land begreatly polluted? 
but thou haſt played the harlet with many lovers, yet 
returne againe to me ſaith the L on v. He ſpeakes 
to her as to oneghad beene his Wife, who though 
ſhee had not beene put away by him, but had pur 
away her ſelte,and run away, not once but often, 
andthat with many lovers, and {ometimes in the 
midſt of her whoredomes, had come in and-made 
challenge of his former love and pleaded his for. 
mer mercy to her, and yet fallenbacke againe 
verſe 4. 5.(where he addes, wilt thou not from thu 


time cry, my Father, and thou art the guide of my . 


youth, thar is, I know ſayes God you will come 
now and cry as heretofore you have done,and ſay, 
oh thou art wy Father and my Husband,and con. 
fidenely Rtilclaime an intereſt in mceuponany for- 
mer kindneſle, and yer doe as evill as you can; tor 
you cannot do worſe then thus ro abuſe my love) 
' yet forall thisat the 12. verſe, Retwrne thou back- 
ſliding 1ſFael(aith the Lordyfor 1 am married to you, 
verſe 14, That, which he doththus to a nation, he 
may doe to a particular man who is his child. 
Againe,' 3. Thereare not alrogether examples 


wanting for this ' We 
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1 We find Sampſon a godly man {whom yer 
wee would (carce have thought ſuch but that wee 
find his name in the liſt of choſe worthies Heb. x 7) 
enſnared with a Philifline woman -againſt the 
counſell of his parents: 1#dg. 1 4. 3. who cleere- 
ly laid open his {6meto him, and hee was in the 
event reprooved for his folly, for his Wife de- 
ceived him, told his riddle to his enemics which 
he in the end perceived, and further ro reproove 
him in theaflue, ſhee was given away ro another, 


-verſt 16, 174 20, from all which-paſlages of re. 


proofe; an holy man that had his eyes1n his head 
could not but ſee his errour,and yer againe a long 
while after this,(twenty yeares atter,1udz.15,20, 
(when certainely-erc that he had repented of this 
his. ene, | for which his parents before, and after 
God fo clearely did rebuke him,) and yet after 
this he went to Gaza, I»dz. 16. verſe 1, aud ſew 


 « harlot & wentin to her, and there ſcaped narrow. 


ly with his life at midnighr,and werje 4. After thar 
al{oirt came to paſle he fell in love with another, 
as bad as any of the former, Dalilah, who was his 
ruine ; but his returning thus to folly coſt him 
deare, for intheend hee was taken as a-Capriveto 
the Philiſtimms his enemies, and that-through her 
falſe. hood, deprived of his ſtrength he had ſpent 
upon theſe women, had his eyes thoſe betraying 
lights put out,that hadenſnared hit, and himſelte 
made a foole of, to make his enemies ſport; So 25 
no child of God can rake any great encourage- 
ments thus to returne to folly br the tuture by 


his example,though comfort they may have ther- 
| from 
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Fon Inbeaſe they aye rand forthe'thad 
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neſſe neſſe; achaie =_ es 
would bee-the ſuceeiieiof rr woke and 
journey-by/ THichaiab before hee wenewith hira 
ro batre},and after in the-barrellir ſelfe;where het 
hardly eſcaped with his life,andby anextrabrdi. 
nary providence at. Rigpripmcaaceliverttiony# 
31, 32+ (and if char werenor ſufficient, hee fendsa 
ProphetrohimChp.a g.; 2 wtiowithopen wouth 
fra hn eh A _— knne, 
ldeft i the angodly thetun havbate 
Lord;thevefdre is wrat huptnvhee from before rhe 
po which meſſagero/ſo:good zmandoabrieile 
was fot 'in vailie, buthumbled hluvtor that bis /fv, 
and wrought 're ein him to-avert that 
wrath,and yet after that grearand miraculous de. 
liverance-of hin and his people Chap. wefind 
himyehpfingintothe ſimeſa, ver; 3 andafler 
this Ad Jrbbfaphid 5 oyhe. himſe hinofelſe od LAhazrah 
King of tſradl Choo wickedly, and hee joyned 
himſelfe-wu1h tum | hats ſhips 10-204, wo 'T, ou - 
whiti1ianather Prophet is hkermannerres 
and tikewife Gb itnleMs rebyſted by: A 
ſuoceſfof tileaguc lerhaemen bhefuprwee 


broken wverſt 3/7. 

3 Saint Peter trngh # man-aho- ſcemed by | 

rorhar eafhib batalagds enough, was yer chrec 
> 12: ee ie 
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herempred © een ooo ms v9 
at Ieruſalem, where Cm n 1 8 t hadtold him, 
that hee was to ſuffer: —_— "oy 21,22,23, 
Matter (ſays hee) fpares - Upon which 
| rey W's rn + rr 


— then at ap othadimcy for 
wich, h- ſurely. was.a more then ordinary 


cauſe, Saint: Peter that if his Maſter ſhould 
ſuffer at ey Pr thoughts the reſtſhould 


got bee ſafe : That 1 therefore proceeded 
en x1 7-dotbim- 


y 
eelanooye raging and coma, ve 


ws againe,aftcr this NO ey nr per 
hin ogra eerie rainadebe 
icentdente putuapadupaiiiny athis ar- 
ignment; when Cnmx1sT\immediate- 
IyaponcharJook upon him, with ſo ſweet a 
broke his heart, | forchiskixfolly;and fo 

he rerurnedagaine., anditcoſt him many a teare, 
and Cna 1s after the ReſiirreRion, -owned 
morethen any of the reſt, bad them 
oxen 'He mentions him 


| got tell him the firſt 
newes of it : pr er 1 axTay Spare) Hay Peter 16 


veſt thou andheſayd, L 
yo immer atten L010 thin 
he wrech, yea vet wats cough 


prey yt wen wr ene t ; hee 
P/ ; fearing thew circumciſion ; this 
ch a. ſpice” of the former' ſnne thoagh'nor ſo 
Pa ee Rats 
were diverſe, intheir ONS, wereall 
2&s and buddes of ane rec of binwucdle; 
and _— well bee _— ſunnes of the ſame 
kinde, as-the committing differing a&s' of 'un- 
cleaoneſſe, are reckoned. falling into the ſanic 


of 
% 


a RR eerponrs 


rehar 


ns The 
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/: yet till; -chis:is Þbur-ſoitarre, (asthis agera. 
__ (10 fall 4ntd the ſame ſinne ogaine,) may 
cauſe luch asclapſeyrobeemorediatvllthen.anp. 
ther ſinne 5 ad and ſ@ far reand upon tar grqunc her 
15,204 fy | bee. morer{et and ſtrengthened a- 
gui t ir, thenagain&;inorher ſin; Bur then, iftbe | 

n fall-upanangther grolſle {», never be- 
tore committed, ;the ſole and{iogle act of which, 
other cixcumitances makeigs heynaus;tven as this 


ay Boe aQof a ſſup ily commiſtedgcan 
be, then the one is equally as poſſible as ne 


Bur however yet Rill the diflerence,. is buitin oe 
oy wa nt key isclopgaieda dl foyen 


Comme an oponeiped,b 
my othes,s) which, will ooueher 
calc, (a5 magic mmm doen} png: bogah be 
glee to: tallinroche.ope, and norinco 
ot 
Reaſon Se ) (121d Reaſon Ifbemay Glliprafiime arollaſin; 
ich ax firſt copverſiqn, cheedidabbyt.all other 
mblc hiaſcite for: 48d you, rhat an 2mnmriall rex 
pextance, did nor put him, ;inro ſuchan impoſlibi- 
anda of: falling i into why one againe: Whyz then, 


for:thiela mc, 
ET 
in; 


ts Rom the fame 
* Againerhindly.c, 'Y wy it 
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to'it ; for: how —_ no a AWE con ongs: 
ray ar fine butby reſtoring the decayed! 
= fre _ a betot feds 20%." 
ter degree or, , ; ra 
aakoes mans luſts, and/aboue that luſt, us | 
then all orher : aSi- David; wlicn he prayed,Create 
inime a cleave heart; which, through his ſin of.un- 
ceannefſe,was in an eſpeciall manner, defiledwith 
apronenesto that fin. But yetwithall remember, 
thatthat new frame of hatr;and that ſtreogth got» 
te: by that reitetated repentance, | andthat aug- 
mentation, and increaſe of abominating, and ha- 


red againſt that ſip wrought by it,is all butacrea- 
Ure;as g py 9s degree of Graces: 
ad So or preſerving us, hath, 1n it ſclfe, but 
the power, and force of a created habit, which 
may bee: prevailed againſt, by the finne thatis in 
us ;and can no.niore, nay much lefle, put us.nto 
2 ſtare of confirtition. againſt any particulat{io, 
then the grace ofthe Angels, could of iticltecon- 
firmethem in a tate againſt all fin. Andas for the 
impreſſion; of that birterneſſe, which in out repen- | 
tance; was made upon our heatts, , for that fine, 
tallen into: delle can be ſuppoledt0 have, but 
the like force; upon our ſpirits, | thatthe unprel- 
ſion of joy wnſpeckeable aud eleriows,hath upon the 
heart, 1 heavenly raptures, belcevers ſome- 
larrex of theſe wil _ 


ortall, and 
K 


ya! 'n 
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quickning.cardialls ;chap uit: ſuch ſpiriesioto a 


man, astopreſerve him,trom ſounds, and faint- 
ings'of ſpirit forever: and-though,whilſt they a- 
bide, and are preſent to the heart, they doethen 
raiſeir; above all:thitgs here below-:;.yet when 
a,man hatly beeneawhile off from that Mount, 
and. hath converſed awhile” with things here a. 
gaine below; thenthat luſter. weares away,as the 
olory-chatiſhined'in £Moſes face did; and after 
awhile; the ſenſe and preſenctaſte of thoſe joyes 
weares'ou: ; and when that is gone, that bare rc- 
membranceof them, which is left, intheir ab- 
ſcnce,hath notfuch aninfallible, though agreat 
efficacy, to preſerye his mind z iaan cverlaſti 

_ difreliſhing- former delights-;-but chat hemay, 
and often doth fall in love againe; rootoo much 
with them : although indeed; whilſt the preſent 
ſenſe of them, did abide uponthe heart, it ab- 

_ Riracted the minde, from all things here below, 
Andhence,aman is apt,'to fall frew bi firſt love, 
Revel. 2.and; fromtharhigheſteeme of ſpiricu- 
allthings ; as the Galatians, Gal. g. 15. Where is 
the bleſſedneſſe you ſpake of;Cayes $. Pat tothem * 
therefore anſwerably, theremembrance of the 
birtcrnefle of any; finve;felt in ourdeepeſt humil- 
ations; is much leſle able to preſerve a man, nor 
is the impreſſion and dent made ſo laſting, nor 
the {carresand wounds of conſcience made, for 
ever continuing ſo freſh, as for everto preſe ' 
and deterre usfrom falling into the ſame fue a- 
gaine. - For, both are bur creatures, and-at beſt, 
bur arguments drawn from ſenſe; and ar Te 
Gs «ot . witnin 


ea of Re Rage 
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vithinoorf  adtarebarka ani Led 
- powety' 'k'not_alwh 

pecially, ſeeing ' G'o* vhath' rom; Us #4 
a by f | by fabace then by ſenſe, which is 24 tap 
by G 0'v; to bee oy Fon conſtant ren vn 
1 P1.54 Wearthept rn; becplars yown 
and by dB ws abenes, x y.then 
byam ns of joy,orfotrow yn ys 
toſenſe': and yet, we are not kept by it,of it ſelfe, 
but by the power of G © »* ſo then, wewrekepe 


by the of Go v, as the principalt fuppor- 
Ca we Gove wbag rhe ihſtremental, 


and by: {nies ttienby ſenſe, of at ehergrace 
of ſorrow or repentance z becauſe, fazh 
the heart, out of it ſelfe, and commits it 


wholly into'the hands of G ©: D; ws faitkfol 
Creator (who isthe ſtretigth of Lrael;, to keepe a 
man from every evill worke, ) asnot beingable 
to ſecure it ſelfe, againſtany {I thorow the 
power of any forrification,or 


upon''G'0 », afeeta 

rance our of it,yea ——_— 

and his owne > oefull un yo  ſovttd td 
makehimſo.- The like inftancero iſſuſtrate the 


=_ we tnay draw; fromthe 

h ebieſele. For For, even the uſſeranecoffairb 
bo which-is an aQ id pooh A eo foub, 
that grace, called therefore the aſſuravce of faith, 
Hebr,.10129\ CIT as much4- 
ied deedileg; when iti pot, 


a y 
. --» UT R_— — —— . 


membrance of the former affurance, bealwayes 
of toxcei enough, 'to refit them 1 forgheemay 
4 wn ve : ariccit felfe.al 0zand 
lofarget that bewas purged from hu old. (ins. And, if 
che guilt of 3», prevaile inthe Conſcienceagaine, 
againſt ſyucha renewed; and ſettled, a4 of faith; 
wiy.Maaguhe poweebhaluftprevalle,' inthe 
members, atiet3 renewed:aR of zepentancet:." 
i 4=IF-i8 bee-daidg that /arenewed act of tho- 
xoughrepemante, doth keepe a man, notby any 
peculiar vertueinitſelfe alonegbat;by thepower 
of. Ged Fancurrent, with,ic31 Then, Idemand,to 
ee thepromile,, wherein Gad bathinfallibly ob- 
'd, and engaged his power,;to ſucha renewed 
a of 'Repenrance, to preſerve, from falling in- 
tothat linne of all other for eyer ; without which 
ao gs in Faith, 


Kkeepeus in 
, I621 
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ger. of falling againe, A renewed a of PI = 


tance 1s, indeed, an ordinance ſanRified; to pre- 
ſerve a _man'; yer, buc inthe ſame manner, that 
other ordinances are; as prayer, and the word 
preacht, and admonition, &c. wich which, God 
doth notalwayes, ſo infallibly cooperate, as ef- 
hicaciouſly ro worke alwayes that, which they 
ſerveto; ſonor here. 

. 5 If, there were not ſuch a poſſibility , as 
might, and doth ſometimes fall out; thenevery 
regenerate man, after ſuch a renewcd at of re- 
pentance, might ſecure himſclfe againſt that 
grofle a forever ; but, ſo, heecan never doe, a- 
gainſt any particular a of ſinne, but that ſinnc 
againſtthe Hor y. Gro s r, Saint Pawithere- 
fore exhorts, when his brother is falleninto a 
ſinne, #0 1eſtore ſuch an one with the ſpirit of meek- 
nee; upon this conſideration, conſidering thy 
{elfe, leaſt thou alſobeetempied; and helayes the 
cxhorration, upon thoſe, who are molt ſpritual; 
gee that are Spiritual, reſtore ſuch an one, conſidering 
thy ſelfe,leaſt thou alſo be tempred,Gala. 6.1. and ſo 
hee ſpeakes of ſuchas have their hearts raiſed up 
tothebeſt frame, through the moſt deepe, and 
- ſerious repentance: (and now wee may ſuppoſe 

; one; that hath formerly fallen himſelf into the 
ſame _finne, which another is fallen ;nto, bur not 
yet reſtored : but himſelfe is returned by repen- 
tance out of t:(tor indeed, fucha ſpiricuall man, 
is of all other, like to be the meckeſt bone-ſerter 
of .2 man fallen,) andevenſuch doth Sam Paul 


exl1ort to conſider, that themſelves may, for the 
| K 3 ., ttme 
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1 Caution, 


cine cocome,bealſo,or in likemanner tempted; 
thar is,fal asthis man felk;and therfore,ſo beremp. 
ted as to fall into the ſame fin, that he was fallne 
into- And ifany man,afrer the like fall could be 
ſecure from the like fall againe, he had brene our 
of the reach of this exhorration to this dury up. 
on that ground mentioned, as not capableoftt, 
But the Hor r G i 0 5r, hathelſewhere, 
I Coy. 10.13. told us, that there ts wotentation 
that ts common to man,bur that is incident, tobefal 
any man,at any time, and therefore; verſe 12, ex- 
borts him that ftandeth, to take heed leaſt he fall : in. 
deed; that remptation which is common to Di- 
vells with men, the finne of finall deſpaire, anda- 
gainſt the Holy Ghoſt, &c. a regenerate man 
may throughthe grace of Chriſt, ſecure himſelfe 
againl(t :, bur, all luch ſ#ves, as are commonto 
man, from theſe,or any of them, no-man in an 
ſtate,can without an extrordinary revelation, fe- 
cure him(clfe from the commisfion of. 
Oy I adde thefe Cautions concerning this 
cale. | 
1 There aretwo ſorts of corruptions.Firſt, more 
groſle corruptions, which the Apoſtle Saint Peter 
calls, 74 widruzra 74 x4rwy, the defilements of the 
world, 2 Pet. 2. 20. they being the common 
mire, 'or kennell, wherein the nncteane ſwine of 
this world wallow, and which the Apoſtle cals, 
ſuch workes of the fleſh, as are manifeſt, Gala. 5.19. 
evento thelight of Narure; fuch,as are adultery, 
fornication, drunke<nncſe, &#c. and by tholerwo 
expres{ions doth he diſtinguiſhthew,from __ 
0 
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of more ſpirituall and refined luſts. But ſecond- 
FINERE arc corruptions more ſpiritual ; as pride, 
ecret love of the world. Now,for thoſegrole 
corruptions, which arecontrary, even tocom- 
mon honeſty, and (to uſe 1obs phraſe) are puniſhe 
by the judges : 31.106 11, which prophane men 
wallow1in ; a godly man hath more ſtrength a- 
gainſtthem, ſo as it is not. {o ordinary for him 
ro beeentangled againe, and againe with theſe, 
for where but motrall prifciples are, theſeare 
abſtained from ; as weſee inthe Phariſec, Iam 
no aaulterer, &rc. therefore, where graceis, much 
more. And ſome ſinwes are more oppoſiteto 
the ſpirit of bolineſſe, and leſle comperible with 
Grace,asuncleannelle, of which Seins-Pawt (ayes, 
God hath not calied ms to uncleanneſſe, bus to holineſſe, 
1 Theſ.4.7- itis inan eſpeciallmanner,there op- 
poſed to- holinefſe : and ſuch as theſe, are workes 
of the fleſh, which are manifeſt, evento Nature ; 
to civill men: andtherefore, when they are of- 
ten fallen into, rhey doe manifeſt , that the 
hearr is bur-'fleſh. - And, alchough the limits, 
how ſeldome, or how often, cannot bee fer con- 
cerning relapſes into theſe,or any ſtns; yet,inan 
ordinary courſe, ic may bee ſaid, that few go«- 
ly men fall into ſuch ſiones, againe, and againe: 
G o » keepes them from ſuch, in an ordinary 
providence, thar ſcandalls ſhould nor arife ;they 
beirig ſinnes, which all the world take notice of. 
But thoſe other ſomnes, of raſh anger, and love of 
the world, and {piricuall pride, &c. cheſe being 


leſſemanifeſt, and firtiog more cloſets our ſpi- 
K 4 rits, 


- ow pe 4 £ <% - 
all By = « - —_ = 
q = 
- ” : 
FE 


The' folly of Relapſing: 


——_4 


rits, godly men are more ſubjeR unto, 
Yet ſecondly: concerning thele we muſt againe 
diſtinguiſh, 144, ale? 

1 There are the inward liſtnings to theſe our. 
ward acts: now,though grace weakeneth the very 
luſtings within, yer, takes them not wholly away: 
The ſpirit that i in «s, (thatis,) in us Sairrs, ſayes 
Saint Tames, luſteth to envy + and astoenvy, fo to 
all other ſannes. 

Yet ſecondly ; the outward groſſe as of ſuch 

fimnes , therein, the weakeneſle of ſi» in aregene- 
rate 'man, -and ſtrength of grace ſhewes ir ſelfe, 
moſt in preſerving from them : for, as 79 will is 
preſent with mee (ayes Saint Paul, to will what 6 
good, yet how to perſorme it I am not able, Rom.7.19, 
So onthe contrary, to luſt, rhe heart may be rea. 
dy ; and luſt may ſoone riſe upin rebellion , but 
yet, when it ſhould come tothe a, there is a 
weakeneſle diſcovered ; they come'tothebirth, 
and want ſtrength” often to bring forth; thecon- 
trary luſting, and prevailing of' grace beeing then 
lcene,and diſcovering it ſelte : thatit fareth with a 
regenerate man in this caſc often, as with.a man, 
that is deadly wounded, who riſethupto ſtrike 
his enemy, and thinkes torun him through, bur 
ſtnkes downe againe, wedio conatu,when his ſword 
15 at his cnemies breſt, through adeficiency of 
ſpirits; or, as a man in a Palfie, or the Gout, who 
thinkes he is able ro walke, till hee comes totry ; 
and then he finds a weakenefle, which makes him 
fall backe againe : Thus, even when the whole 
forces of luſts are muſtered up ; yer ——_ 
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fall our of their hands. Humours, ina healthfull 
conſtitution, may: ſtirre, and boakein. the ſto-: 
macke,- when yer, they come notup,nor prevaile 
unto vomiting. In that place afore named. Gal.5, 
the Apoſtle ſeemes not to deny, buttharin the: 
moſt regenerate, luſtings may ariſe, for the fleſh 
(layes he)lafteth againſt the ſpirit, verſe 17. bur yer, 
as for outward aQts, he tells them, verſe 1 6. That: 
if they walks in the ſpirit, that is, in the prevalency 
of the ſpirit, keeping upa holy frame of heart a. 
bovethe fleſh ; thatthen ye ſhall not Gif the luſts 
of the fleſh, tor that frame of heart;ſo kepr up, / will 
hinder the ourward fulfilling of the luſt ; which is 
never done, till fleſh and corruption is aQually 
raiſed, -above the ſpirit; and gets more voyces to 
carry itil the ſpirit be under hatches,andthe fleſh 
above, and ſo ſteeres the helme+: otherwiſe, the 
luſting of the ſpirit againſtche fleſh, will hinder 
the outward doing; and fulfilling of a Juſt. For 
the reaſon he 'gives, werſe 17, Gar you cannot doe 
what you would ; which implycs, that not onely 
luſtings, which ariſe without conſent may dec in 
ſuch a man: but further, much of the will may be- 
wonne; toconſent to them, to likethem; when 
yet, there is not ſtrength enoughtocarry it'on, to 
the ontward a; you cannot doe what you would. 
And what thaſe workes of the fleſh are, which 
are manifeſt workes of the fleſh;and which Chri- 
ſtians, whilſt they walke in the Spirit, tulfill nor, 
hee mentions and reckons up, in the following 
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wards. /And,this is the more ordinary frame of 
a Chriſtians heart ; for. v&ſe 24- {layes he) ry 
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| that re Cur1s T5 have crucified the affettions 


and lu#ts chatis,(o farrc,as not tofulfillchem. 

3 Heemay more eafily fallinto agrofle-finot 
another. kind, then into the ſame after ſpeciall re. 
pentance tor ir, and peace ſpoken in the pardon of 
it, becauſe rrue repentance eſpecially tortifies the 
heart againſt thar ſiyne which aman bath moſt re. 
pented him of, and fincerity lyes morein/watch- 
ing over that ſine then aoy other: ſofayes Da 
vid, Pſal, 18. Iwas apright and kept my ſelfe from 
mine iniquity, thacelpecrall ſanne which was emi- 
nenely, bis'fi' 5 a mans arme that is broke, will, if 
well ſer, rather breake in ſome orher placethen 
where it was brake at the firſt; Hence ſomerimes 
it talls our, that that which wasa godly mans bo- 
ſome fin before converfion, continues /notro be ſo 
afcer ; bur, anorher ſteps up in-rhe roome of it, by 
reaſon that he endeavourerh then,to waſh our that 
oreat ſtaine, moſt ; and {pendeth the moſt of the 
fullcrs fope, to purge himſelf fromir ; andſo be- 
comes,ever after,moſt watchfull over it ; and fets 
in this his weakeſt place, the ſtrongeſt garriſon, 
and a watch, to preventthe enemy. And, as an 


- aRt of ſome preſumpruous fixne,chbugh ir inclines 


the heart moretoall ſinne, rhen before, yer;c{pe- 
cially, rocommirthar kind of fe againe, rather 
then any other: fo on the contrary,is iz, ina found 
and ſolemne repenitance, for ſome cſpccrallfinne; 
and in the endeavouring, to mortific tomeeſpeci- 
all member, of che body of finne : (to mortific 
which, not onely in the bulkeand generall,bural- 
ſo particularly aud apartin- the Res 
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of it, the Holy. Ghoſt exhorts Coloſ. .5.) though 
thereby, the whole habir:of chebody of pnne, 1s 


puged,and weakned,yer that particular Su which 


we aime eſpecially to havemortified, 1s through 
Go Þ $ bleſſing more ſubdued then any other. 
Wee ſee Idoktry, was the ſine which the peo- 
ple of Ifraelrelapſedinto, againe and againe ; yer 
when they were. once 4hreughly humbled by 
the Captivity for it, oy Au returned to it, of 
all ines ele, not tothis day :'ſo as it may be ſard, 
as was foretold, happily inan'other caſe, Zze. 16. 
43. Thou ſhalt not commit this lewaneſſe of allthy 
«bominations : Tonah, though he would, (happily) 
never run away from G © » againe, after his 
goale delivery, out of the Whales belly , yet, im. 
mediarely after peace ſpoken to his heart he falls 
into a frye. of another kinde ; into a paſſion 
of extreme anger,and peeviſhneſle, and quarrelling 
againſt G o''v $5 And the reaſow of this 
elpeciall renderneſlerofall into the ſame foaxe, is, 
becauſe the Conſcience lookes upon a relapfe 
into that ſi-»e , . ro bee more hanious, thenin- 
to any other ſinwe of another kind; becauſe of that 
ageravacion ot ir,w'® would taine,and Oye it: and 
although a f of-another kind, ſhewes the varie. 
ty of coriuption more ; yer, this is more againſt 
the power,and worke of repentanceit felfe, which 
was particularly exerciſed about that iv: and alſo. 
breakes ,and diffolvethall bands ofa mans vowes, 
covenants,prayers, Oc, made 2gainſtir in-parti- 
cular. and {o-is made more gric vous. And this,we 
may {ec,in Ex.humbliog himl(elf, forthat great fn 
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ofthe people in jayning themlclyes ins marriage 
with-the people of the land ; if when hee did 1c: 
himfelfe, -ro humble himſclfe- for them , roge- 
ther with thoſe, that feared God, Chap.9.4, What 
an hideous apprehenſion. of the hainouineſle of 
that ſinne, it they ſhould againe fall into it, did 
that dayes repentance raile his heart up unto ? as 
appcares v.14. Should wee againe breake thy com- 
mandements, and joyne in affinity with them, wouldſt 
thou not deſtroy us,till thou hadſt conſumed us ; and 
till there was ne eſcaping ? \Itto which finne , yer, 
the people did againe fall, after they had repented 
of it, with a ſalemne conteſſon , 'and promiſe of 
amendment,which is recorded? Cha.19,v.11,12, 
&c. yer, they returned to it againe, the ſecond 
time, as we find in Malachie, (who lived the laſt 
of the Prophets, and after this prayer of Zzr.:) 
Now Mela. 2, 12. the Prophet ſayes: Aw abomi- 
nation is committed in Ieruſalem, for Inda bath mar- 
ried the daughter of a ſtrange God : and then fol. 
lowestheaggravation, v, 13. Th yee have done 
againe,thart is, the ſecond time,and in that reſpe&t 
are challenged to deale treacherouſly; and that al- 
.{o, in reſpeR, they had repented of it, the firſt 
time, covering the Altar 'with teares, with weeping, 
and crying out , as Malachie there ſpeakes to, as 
God regard: h not your offerings any more, And ther- 
fore allo, Fſal. 78.40. How oft didihey ((aith he, ) 
aggravating their fins by murmuring provoke 
the Lord? and Numb.14.22.God reckons up,and 
mentions the times of their finning,how ofccathey 
had thus finned ; They have rempred mee theſe ter 
times, | | b4, Hee 
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agiie, uncll hee hath recovered hunts. hog © ne 
thorough repentance., and hath tully. recovered 


his peace z, but yet ſ{cldome .after- that. Zor 
committed inceſt rwo nights together;butthe ori- 
ficeof his luſt, was not. yer ſtopped by repen- 
tancegthe wound was not cloſed, and ſo bled a- 
gaineafreſh ; but when is healed gnce 4 and zhe 
heart made. perfe& with, G © 5, ;-and divorced 
irom that ſinne., and cntred into. . Communion 
with G @ » againe;,thenthough it mayfall our; 
yeta mn hardly FRReh. oa that 
15 gonctrom her husband, may play the whore a 
LEN while with him ſhee ranne bday till 
her are pol her againe:but mprgnen 
away, after receiving againe,js intollerable, Tha 
is! _—_ w Gods child. nc 
oh We can prdly 
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when, dr when got, this ſhall ti | 
mens repentings: as. if they haveſuch 
ree of repentance,they fallno more : 


y<t,wa may turther conlider 2 difference of their 


returnings. to. G.0.D ,. and repentings 4 and-jof 
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as at Spring and Autumne; which js becauſe; a1} 
this while his body is not, thoroughly-recove. 
red to a ſtate of health: ſors it, with a mans heatt 
in reſpe& of his luſts ; though he may have many 
well dayes , wherein he may eate his meate, and 
receive {weetneſſe in the word , and ordinances: 
yer at times his diſte 'and aguiſh fits re. 
turne , hee being aguiſhſtill ; but, in the end, after 
the peace of G o v hath more thoroughly eſta. 
bliſhed his heart , he atraines ro-ſome ſetled, con. 
ſtanr vitory over it; and, when it doth notpre. 
vaileto vitory,ſuchaguiſh firsend uſually incon. 
ſurmptions , in which long agves ofrenend : as in 
Temporaries, in whom , finovercomming Gods 
muy withthem, it cates al good beginnings our, 
bur, it they belong to G od, then uſually hat 
aguiſh diſtemper , 15 inthe end 'by amore tho- 
rough repentance, ſohealed, asthat or bone 
to more victory, andfecurity againſt it ch 


other finne ; that as in thoſe other kind of wen 


tions , it oftentals out, thar, that which a man 
doubted of moſt, he comes intheend tobe moſt 
aſſured of, and to doubt no more; ſo alfo here, a 


man becomes moſt freed from that finne, he was 
long exerciſed with of all other, ſoalſo. 

3. For Gods dealings with his, there isalſo 
ronment wth bv effort 

{peaking peaceby Gow, | | 

| his opts wich yet are not of that force to 
overcome, but wherein Go Þ doth but (as it 
were) ftrive with them z which ſtrivings, doc 
ever and anon workecheir ticarts to arepentance 
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and; that true, and. ſerious; which: yet is notſto © 
dcepe, and thorough, nor- fo healingthe heart. at 
the bottome, as it ſhould, For, G o » ſometimes 
ulcth more imperfe kind of ſtrivings, even with 
his owne children , about ſome particular finge , 
they aretolcave,, which doc notlotully, ar firſk 
prevaile, and overcome in them which Gop 
doth, to let them ſee the running iſſue of their na- 
tures, how grace would runne our at it, (as the A- nes. + x. 
pole )and overcome grace in them, if hee 
d kktitalone;and ſo., lets out upon his child 
atter- many yeares ſome luſt , which had beene 
long downe,which puts him to it exceedingly, ſo 
that hee is. in hazzardto bee undone , and put into 
feares of ir, and yer. G ©,p viſiterh his ſpirit by 
fics., and per intervel/a attimes ſtrives with him ; 
ache totals, yet hee puts under his hand, 
and giveshim welldayes , and ſome comfortable 
viſitations: yet ſuch as are not deepe enough to - 
worke him fully off from.ie. For ,as God ſtrives 
with wicked men, ſo, hee ſamerimes ſtrives with 
his owne hab a leeme Lean true 
meaning of that Ch, Gen, 6. W c , having 
i rt es long his owne children, v. 2. 
T hat the Soanes of God tooke to them wives of f 
that wicked ſced of Cain , bee fayes, Hy Spirnt 
ſhall not alwayes ſtrive with man, for that hee alſo 
i but fleſh : Hee meanes not this, of all mankind, . 
for hee layes,, he alſo is but fiſh: now, with what 
other creatures, doth he joynethens inthis com- 
pariſon, bue withochers of the ſoos of men ſo.25 
the meaning is, 1 ſee- my Children, they RAY 
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corrupt, and degenerate as well as the' reſt of 


mankinde, and my ſpirit hath ſtriven with them, 


In which ſtriving, God lets them fee, how if hee 
did nor in theend, ſhew forthhis free loveto the 
full, *in the reſcuing 'of them, "and healing their 
backſliding, chey would be utidone: ſoas, inthe 
end," through his grace which is ſufficient, they 
obtaine the greateſt conqueſt, over that luſt 
ot ay other ; when the heart'is once throughly 
awakened, and" fetled ina thorow peace: and as, 
thoſe doubts they were moſt troubled with'once, 
(which, though they had at times ſome light, yer 
by fits did ſtill arife,) are yetinthe end, fo over- 
come, as they atiſeno-more, buttheyenjoy the 
ereateſt' freedome from them : So is/it often 
herein. "And theſe ſfrivings tower over comming, 
I refemble ro the thawings of the Tce, ina grear 
froſt, as when in the day time; the Sun ſhines, and 
in the Spnſhine it thaweth alittle: bur yet;fo asar 
night,or intheſhade irfteezeth; when fometirnes 
the weather alſo begins to change fora night, and 
yet falls a freezing apaine : ſo here, there isnot 
uch athorow ſhedding abroad the love 6f God 
in the- heart, as ſhould make a thorow, generall 
thaw to the purpoſe as we ſay ; and fo, when that 
is withdrawne, it-freezethagaine : but in-theend 
there comes a morethorowandgenerall thaw and 
changerhat carryes allaway, melrs the heart;and 
ſo alters theremper, and conſtitution of the wea- 
ther, {a5T may lo ſpeakQ) as itfreezeth'nomore; 
and" fiicha thawing, Had David, when Wathen 


came to: him, "and nor afore ; thovgh'ir may 
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bee hee had thole lefler relemtings often before, © 
* Bur ler thoſe thatare inſuchacaſe; take beede 
they be wot hardened thorow the deceitfulneſſe of in : 
and of all the times, thar paſſe over you, in your 
lives, thele are the moſt clunaQeriall,and&ritical, 
and moſt dangerous For''G' 0/75 will wer at * 
wayes firive : it thou beeſt his child, if ſuchrhav. 
ings will not doe it, he will uſe ſome great affli&ti. 
ons, in the end, to divorce the heart,andthy ſane r 
his love willone way or other, ' overcome thee; 
and in the end prevaile, As when ifratt went os 
ſubbornely in the way of bis heart, (fayes Go vp ft 
have ſeene his wayes, and will heale' him and guide 
him : Eſa. 57, andthe Lo n » may ſo healechee, 
a5 thoſe Juſts, ſhall not, in thar-groſſe manner; 
breake forth any mote,ofall cife. And in-thoſe 
times, when God dealeth thus with him: A mat 
willaker ſay, thatin-ſuch paſſages of his life, hee 
had more free love ſpent on him, in them; thetria 
heed,and henje. herb morerhntaidd a 
w t 
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{ſo as to looke upon-anorher fit ifir ſhould come, | 


(which, knowing the deccirfulneſle of the heart, 
thou feareſt,) as the fir of ſomegreat ſickneſſe] 
leſt it hovld returne againe ; eſtceming it as the 
greateſt croſſe that can betall thee , whichthoy 
wouldeſt buy off with thy bloud'; and bleedeſt 
moſt of all to thinke, that thou haſt ſ@ unconſtant 
2 heart, which, asit hath abuſed Gods love for. 
merly, ſo thou feareſt, will doe ſo againe if thus 
thou goe onto fight it out, the love of God will 
in the end overcome inthee : but, itthou findeſt, 
that thoſe encouragements from God, doetho. 
row thy —— (which turnes Gods grace 
into wantonneſſe) nouriſh thy luſts,and make thee 
leſle fearefull, againſt the next time; and thy heart 
harder, and fecure ; and ſo flight fine more, be. 
cauſe,thou haſt beene ſo oftviſited from on high, 
and pardoned : thy caſe is dangerous, and may 
. 6 Though he:mayreturne, yer nor preſently : 
Luke 5. laſt. Hee that huktaſtedold wine, doth not 
fraight way drinke, and deſire new  notwhilſt the 
love af God,and the raſt;and reliſhof it isfreſhin 
his mouth : when theimpreflionis worne out in- 
deed,and begins to be forgotten, then happily hee 
may ICLUrACE, 2SALUS 4+ IL ts : 

. Toconclude with the uſe ofthis point, if. itbe 
folly to cunne into the ſaine ſrive;; though wee re- 
pentof it afterwards; then, what folly isirin them 

2 


that utterly fall away have beene 
fall agaie tothe 
| Z 1 
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the God, \then 
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The folly of Relapfing. 
pentof them# as many doe, that come, andtry _— 
a little, what is in religion, and the wayes of 
God, and then returne 'againe to their vomirs, 
and never returneto piety againe. Fooliſh ſoules 
who hath bewitched you ! are yee ſo fooliſh, that, ha- 
ving begun in the ſþirtt, yee endinthe fleſh'? as Gal. 

3- 3+ Folly indeed: toſpend the harveſt of your 
time, in ſeeking God, and then to leavehim, 
when you-are about to take leaveof theplea- 
ſures of fewne. Alas pooreſoules; 'whither will 
yee goe'? doe yy ever thinke to have ſuch a'God 
4gaine * Thou haſt thewords of eternal life. (aid the 


Diſciples to.Cnx 1s r : and as Saul ſaydto 
his ſervants, to keepe them from falling away 
unto David, Can the Sonne of Jeſſe give you vine- 


yards, and make you Captaines of thouſands ? 1 Sam. 
22. 7. So : can the world give youthatpeace, 


that 1'catgiyeyou,may Can £7, iy t0you: 
yea FS oo beſides hereafter : Ne. Divell 
with all the wages of ſ#»ne, you poſt after,able 
t6make you amends ? youthereby diſhonour 
God in returning to ſinne, and bring ancvill re- 
port upon the/govd latid, \and\dilcredit your - 
maſter, in changing your ſervice ; bar withall | 
you befoole your ſelves moſt : you rear to jol- 
ty. For eventhat,which youthinkerogaine,the 
world's good word, and opinion by , even that 
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while : yer they never inwardly thinke well of 
ſuch a one; nor truly love him. A back flider, is - 
lkeluke-warm water; aving been once _ : 
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Ro. d men ſpue ;out, and/evill menregard nor: 
- for, what uſe can:iindeed be made of ir? like ſal; 

that hath loſt its ſavoury it u good for nothing but the 

danghill; Like. onethat hath beene married, bur 

livesdivorced ; ſhe is undonefor her marriage 

ever after. Such is:the condition of thoſerhar 

fall away and repent not : You who have bur 

turned unto folly; and are not growntoa deſpi- 

' {inganddeſpiting Gods waics, Retwree,” 0h Shy. 

lamite, returne." And you that have peace and 

communion with God, takeheede you doe not 

loſe him,youwill never have ſuch a God againe. 
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